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PREFACE. 


The account of the journey of Ruy Gonzalez de 
Clavijo, in his embassy to the court of Timour, at 
Samarcand, is the oldest Spanish narrative of travels 
of any value. Indeed the literature of Spain then 
consisted only of ballads, and a few chronicles. 
John II, the poet, and patron of literature, was in his 
cradle ; and the exquisite serranas of the Marquis of 
Santillana were still unwritten . 1 None of the great 
historians and poets, who afterwards raised Spanish 
literature to such a height of excellence, had ap- 
peared, and no Spaniard had yet produced a narra- 
tive of travels which is at all worthy of remembrance. 

It was in the earliest dawn of Spanish literature 
that the good and trusty old knight, Ruy Gonzalez de 
Clavijo carefully wrote the journal of his embassy ; 
and this fact alone gives a peculiar interest to the 
1 John II was born in 1405 ; Santillana in 1398. 
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work. In a historical point of view it is also impor- 
tant, because the descriptions of the Spanish knight 
corroborate many of the statements of Ali of Yezd, 
Mirkhond, and other eastern writers ; and, as a narra- 
tive of what he saw and heard, his journal describes 
travels which are equal in interest to those of Marco 
Polo and of Sir John Mandeville. 

The peaceful reign of Henry III 1 of Castille is 
famous for the attempts of that prince to extend the 
diplomatic relations of Spain to the remotest parts of 
the earth. Mariana tells us that he sent embassies to 
the princes of Christendom, and to the Moors, to 
gather information respecting their affairs, and to 
collect all the knowledge that could be useful for the 
good government of his own country. Amongst other 
embassies, Henry sent two knights, named Pelayo de 
Sotomayor, and Fernando de Palazuelos to the east, 
to report upon the forces, customs, and intentions of 

1 In 1388 peace was concluded between John I of Castille and 
the king of England; and Henry of Castille, aged twelve, was 
married to Catharine of Lancaster, aged fourteen. As the heirs of 
England were called princes of Wales, Henry, in imitation, was 
created prince of the Asturias. In 1390 John died of a fall from 
his horse, at Burgos ; and Henry III ascended the throne. Under 
his reign Spain enjoyed peace, and the queen gave birth to a son 
named John, in 1405. Henry III died at Toledo, on Christmas 
day 1407, leaving three children, John, Maria, and Catalina. He 
was affable and liberal, with a handsome face, well spoken, and 
eloquent. — Mariana . 



PREFACE. 


Ill 


the rulers, in those distant countries. These ambassa- 
dors were present at the battle of Angora, between 
Timour and the Turk Bayazid, in the year 1402. 
The conqueror treated them with distinction, and 
dismissed them, on their return to Spain, in com- 
pany with an envoy of his own, named Mohammed 
al Cazi, who brought a complimentary letter, 1 and 
rich presents of jewels and women, to the king of 
Castille. 

Amongst these presents there were two Christian 
ladies, who had been rescued by Timour, from tlio 
harem of the brutal Turk, named Angelina and 
Maria. Angelina was the daughter of Count John of 
Hungary, 2 and Maria was a Greek. The Hungarian, 
Angelina, was one of the most beautiful ladies of the 
age, and her loveliness was celebrated by many poets. 3 
After landing at Seville, the lovely strangers set out 
for the Castillian court, in company with their protec- 
tor, the envoy Sotomayor ; and on the road they came 
to a town called Xodar, where they were hospitably 
received by Sotomayor’s cousin, the young lord of 

1 Argote de Molina gives this letter in full. 

* Probably taken prisoner at the fatal battle of Nicopolis, in 
1386. 

3 Amongst others a Genoese knight, named Francesco Imperial, 
who lived at Seville, wrote some coplas in her honour. Argote do 
Molina gives them, but they are devoid of merit. 
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Xodar and Carpio. Angelina’s tent was pitched near 
a fountain, and Maria’s was close by. Here Sotomayor 
declared his love for the beautiful Grecian, and he 
had a son by her. This love passage by the village 
fountain, is celebrated in an ancient song, — 

“ En la fontana de Xodar 
Vi la nina de ojos bellos : 

E finque herido dellos, 

Sin tener de vida, nna bora.” 

Angelina married a Spanish knight of noble family, 
named Diego Gonzalez de Contreras, magistrate of 
Segovia ; and the inscription on her tomb may still be 
seen in the chapel of St. John, in that city . 1 There 
were several children by this marriage, and the 
descendants of Angelina, with Hungarian Christian 
names, and bearing the arms of their mother, long 
resided in the town of Arevalo. The fate of these 
lovely captives may perhaps be considered sufficiently 
interesting, to excuse this short digression. 

On the return of Sotomayor and Palazuelos, king 
Henry determined to send another embassy to the 
court of the mighty Timour. The persons who were 
selected to represent the majesty of Castille at Samar- 

1 Translation : — u Here lies Bona Angelina, of Greece, daughter 
of count John, and niece of the king of Hungary. Wife of Don 
Diego Gonzalez de Contreras, magistrate of this city.” The arms, 
a lion, or , on a field, azure . 
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cand, on this occasion, were Ruy Gonzalez de Clavijo, 
a knight of Madrid, 1 Gomez de Salazar, and a master 
of Theology named Fray Alonzo Paez de Santa 
Maria. Timour’s envoy, Mohammed al Cazi, accom- 
panied them, and they sailed from the port of Seville, 
on the 22nd of May, 1403. 

Clavijo resolved to write a description of all the 
countries he passed through, that his travels might 
be had in memory ; and a most curious chronicle of 
his journey to Samar cand was the result. He begins 
with an account of the occurrences of each day, 
during the voyage from Cadiz to Constantinople ; 
gives a minute description of all the public edifices of 
the great capital of the empire of the east, before it 
fell into the hands of the Turks ; graphically describes 
the dangers of his voyage in the Black Sea ; recounts 
his adventures in the long journey from Trebizond to 
Samarcand, and enters fully into all the magnificence 
of Timour’s court. He introduces some historical 
narratives ; and repeats many stories concerning 
lands which he did not visit, received at second 
hand. 

Mariana gives some account of this mission, and 
says that Clavijo “ minutely related the particulars of 

1 Clavijo was a very ancient name in that city . — Hijos de 
Madrid, iv, p. 302. 
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the embassy, and many other wonderful things, if 
true .” 1 

The historian of Spanish literature says of Clavijo, 
— “ we may trust to his faithfulness, as much as to the 
vigilant and penetrating spirit he shows constantly, 
except when his religious faith, or his hardly less 
religious loyalty, interferes with its exercise .” 2 

Oviedo, the Spanish chronicler , 3 relates that Clavijo 
had heard that Timour had a ring, with a stone which 
had the property of becoming dim when any lie was 
told in its presence. He, therefore, related many 
things concerning the grandeur of Spain, which, 
though not strictly true, were so in a metaphorical 
sense. As what he said was true to some extent, 
Timour saw that the stone preserved its bright colour, 
and was much surprised. 

Clavijo said that the king had three vassals who 
brought six thousand knights into the field, with 
golden spurs, alluding to the masters of Santiago, 
Alcantara, and Calatrava : he said that there was a 

1 Mariana, lib. sis, cap. xi. The old Spanish historian devotes 
this chapter to an account of the “ great Tamerlane.” Gibbon 
derived his knowledge of Clavijo’s embassy from Mariana. 

2 TicTcnor, i, p. 187. 

3 Gonzalo Fernandez de Oviedo, chronicler to the catholic kings, 
in his general history of Spain, relates this anecdote. Argote de 
Molina repeats it, but confesses that it is unworthy of a place in a 
serious history. 
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bridge in Spain, forty miles broad, on which a thou- 
sand head of sheep found pasture, alluding to the 
land under which the river Guadiana flows, until it 
appears again : that there was a lion and a bull in 
Spain, which were maintained every day by the milk 
of many cows, meaning the famous cities of Leon and 
Toro ; that there was a town surrounded by fire, and 
built upon water, alluding to Madrid, where there 
are many springs, and which is surrounded by a 
wall of flint : and that there were three wolf dogs 
(canes), which fought in the field, each with two hun- 
dred lances ; meaning the three towns named Can de 
Roa, Can de Mufio, and Can de Zurita. 

Clavijo’s Itinerary was first published by Gonzalo 
Argote de Molina, “ the careful antiquary of the 
time of Philip II,” 1 in Seville, in the year 1582 
(folio), with “ a brief discourse, drawn up for the 
better understanding of this book.’’ 2 There is only 
one other edition, a very good one, published by 

1 Ticknor , i, p. 183. 

2 Argote de Molina dedicates the Itinerary of Clavijo, to Antonio 
Perez, Secretary of State to Philip II. lie says, u As the history 
of Tamerlane, promised by Juan do Barros, has not yet appeared, 
I have brought this itinerary, written by Buy Gonzalez de Clavijo, 
to light ; the original of which is in my possession.” Argote also 
gives a lifo of Tamerlane by Pero Mexia, and another by Pablo 
Jovio, bishop of Nochera. The edition of 1582 contains sixty- 
eight folio pages, with double columns. 
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Antonio de Sancha at Madrid in 1782 (quarto). In 
this edition there is an additional notice of Timour, 
by Garcia de Silva y Figueroa, a Spanish envoy, who 
was sent by Philip III to the court of Shah Abbas 
the Great of Persia in 1618, to urge him to con- 
tinue his wars with the Turks, so as to check their 
encroachments in the Mediterranean. ■ 

I have carefully compared my edition of 1782, 
from which this translation has been made, with the 
edition of 1582 in the King’s Library, at the British 
Museum. 

Having performed this most remarkable journey, 
Clavijo landed in his native country on the 24th of 
March, 1406, after an absence of nearly three years ; 
and proceeded at once to the court of his sovereign, 
at Alcala de Henares. He remained at court for 
about a year, as chamberlain to the king, hut on 
the death of Henry in 1407, 1 he retired to his 
native city of Madrid, where he rebuilt the chapel of 
the monastery of San Francisco, 2 in a most costly 

1 Clavijo was one of the witnesses to king Henry’s will, which 
was signed at Toledo, in December 1406. 

2 This chapel was pulled down in 1760. ''Clavijo’ s house stood 
on the spot where the chapel called 'of the bishop’ was after- 
wards erected, in the parish of St. Andrew. It was so hand- 
some that it subsequently served as a residence for Don Enrique 
of Aragon, cousin of king John II . — Hijos de Madrid, iv, p. 302. 
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way. After a few years his remains found a resting 
place in this chapel, with those of his fathers, in a 
rich marble tomb, bearing the following inscrip- 
tion : — 

“Here lies the honourable knight, Ruy Gonzalez de Clavijo, 
whom God pardon. He was chamberlain to the king Don Henry, 
of happy memory, and to Don John his son. The king Don 
Henry sent him on an embassy to Tamerlane, and he died on the 
2nd of April, in the year of our Lord 1412.” 

His arms were placed over the tomb — quarterly, 
on a field gules, a half moon or, and on a field argent, 
three girdles gules. His tomb was, a few years after- 
wards, removed from the chapel, to make room for 
that of Juana, queen of Henry IV. In 1573 it was 
placed in the centre of the church of San Fran- 
cisco, and in 1580 it was finally put in the wall, 
near the pulpit, where at length it found a resting 
place. 

A brief sketch of the life of Clavijo was written 
by Don Josd Antonio Alvarez y Baena, in the end of 
the last century j 1 but the old knight’s claim to be 
remembered by posterity, must rest on his bold and 
adventurous journey, which he has so fully and so 
pleasantly described. This narrative, independently 

1 Hijos de Madrid, por Don Jose Antonio Alvarez y Baena, 
vecino y natural de la misma villa. — Madrid, 1791, tom. iv, p. 
302. 

C 
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of any intrinsic value which it may possess, is inter- 
esting as the first of a long series of chronicles of 
Spanish voyages and travels in every quarter of the 
globe, when Spain was in the height of her glory, 
and when her sons might proudly exclaim — 

“ Quae regio in terris, nostri non plena laboris ?” 
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TIMOUR BEG. 


Before accompanying the good old Spanish knight 
from his native land, through the regions of the far 
east, to the court of Timour, it will be well to 
refresh the memory with a brief sketch of the life of 
that mighty conqueror. 

At his birth, the enormous empire of his predecessor 
in universal conquest was rapidly falling to pieces ; 
and the numerous kingdoms formed by the energetic 
sons and grandsons of Zengis Khan , 1 were for the 
most part in a state of helpless anarchy, under the 
nominal sway of their degenerate descendants. The 
last great wave of those devastating floods of conquest 
which, for centuries, had periodically burst forth from 

1 Zengis Khan. His name is so -written by Abulghazi, who says 
that Zen means “ great,” and gis, the “ superlative.” Fadlallah 
asserts that Cheng means “strong,” and that Chengez is the plural. 
D’Herbelot, who is followed by Gibbon, spells the name Genghis 

Khan. 
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the wilds of central Asia, to spread terror and desola- 
tion over the eastern world, was rapidly subsiding. 
The most contemptible puppet descendants of the 
mighty Zengis sat on the thrones of Persia, Samar- 
cand, and China ; while their former vassals were 
beginning to assert their independence in every 
direction. 

The country between the rivers Oxus and Jaxartes, 
known to the Arabs as Mawur-ul-naher, 1 had fallen 
to the share of Zagatai, on the death of his father 
Zengis Khan in 1227, and the land had been ruled 
by his descendants for more than a century, when 
Timour was born in 1337 ; but each succeeding 
Sultan of Mawur-ul-naher had become more degen- 
erate, and more contemptible than his predecessor, 
while the insolent independence of powerful vassals, 
at the head of large bodies of cavalry, kept the coun- 
try in a state bordering on anarchy. 

The most famous of Timour’s ancestors was 
Karachax Nevian, the minister of Zagatai, and the first 


1 Grand Tartary extended from the Volga to the ocean, and from 
the Gihon to Siberia. Ptolemy divided this vast region into 
Scythia beyond, and this side the Imaus. North of the sources of 
the Ganges, a range of mountains extends to Kashgar, where 
it turns to tho north-cast, towards the river Ili ; this chain was 
called by Ptolemy, the Imaus. That part of Scythia on this side 
the Imaus, which lies between the Oxus and Jaxartes, was known 
to Roman geographers as Transoxiana, and to the Arabs as Mawur- 
ul-naher. 

In 706 the Arab conquerors first crossed the Oxus, under the 
command of Catiba, who introduced Islamism into the countries of 
Bokhara, Samarcand, and Fergana. 
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convert to Islaraism amongst the wild conquerors. 
He ruled with justice and moderation for many years, 
and established his own tribe of Berlas round the 
town of Kesli, near Samarcand. 1 He became Sepah 
Salar or general of Zagatai’s forces, and the title was 
made hereditary in his family ; but his great grand- 
son, Teragay, who was Timour’s father, appears to 
have resigned the office, preferring the retirement of 
Kesh, and the society of learned men, to the turbu- 
lent strife of the court of Samarcand. 

Teragay, the chief of the tribe of Berlas, is said to 
have been a man of distinguished piety and liberality, 
and he inherited an incalculable number of sheep and 
goats, 2 cattle and servants. His wife, Tekina Kha- 
toum, was virtuous and beautiful ; and on the 8th 
of April, 1336, she gave birth to a son, at their 
encampment, near the verdant walls 3 of the delicious 
town of Kesh. This child was the future aspirant 
for universal empire. 

Timour was of the race of Toorkish wanderers, and 
he was of noble lineage, amongst a people who 
thought much of their descent. His countrymen 
lived in tents, loved the wandering lives of warlike 
shepherds, better than the luxury and ease of cities ; 
and, even in the countries which they had conquered, 
preferred an encampment in the open plains, to a 

1 Karachar Nevian outlived Zagatai, and died in 1270. 

3 Sir Thomas Brown ridicules the idea that Timour was a com- 
mon shepherd, because his father possessed flocks and herds.” — 
Vulgar and Common Errors , book vii, chap, xvi. 

3 “ In spring the walls and terraces of Kesh are all green and 
cheerful.” — Baber's Memoirs . 
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residence in the most splendid palaces. Brought up 
amidst such feelings, a youth of undoubted genius 
would naturally turn the whole force of his vigorous 
intellect to the achievement of military glory ; but if 
Timour had not been a great conqueror, he would 
inevitably have become famous in some other way; 
and under any circumstances, he would have left the 
impress of his genius on the history of the Asiatic 
races. Timour was no vulgar conqueror, no ordinary 
man : his history, as displayed both in his own 
writings, and in those of his biographers, proves that, 
if not in his acts, certainly in his thoughts * and 
opinions, he was in advance of his age and country. 

When the man child was born to the chief of the 
tribe of Berlas, he took it, with its mother, to pay 
their respects to the holy Sheik Shems-ud-Deen -, 1 
who was reading the 67th chapter of the Koran, and 
repeating this verse, — “ Are you sure that he who 
dwelleth in Heaven, will not cause the earth to 
swallow you up 1 and behold it shall shake” ( Tamurii ). 
The Sheikh then stopped, and said, “ we have named 
your son Timour.” 2 

In his seventh year Timour’s father took him by 
the hand, and led him to school, where he was placed 

1 Teragay was devoted to the society of this worthy, who was a 
famous peer or religious man. 

1 Timour’s titles, in the height of his power, were Sultan Kamran 
Ameer Kutb-ud-Deen Timour Kurkhan Sahib Keraun. Sultan 
means “lord;” Kamran, “ successful ; ” Ameer, “commander;” 
Kutb-ud-Deen, “ polo star of the faith Timour, “ it shall shake;” 
Kurkhan, “ of the lineage of sovereign princes ;” and Sahib Keraun, 
“ master of the grand conjunctions.” — D'Herbelot, 
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in charge of the Mollah Ali Beg. The Mollah, 
having written the Arabic alphabet on a plank, 
placed it before the child, who was much delighted, 
and considered the study as an amusement. In his 
ninth year he was taught the daily service of the 
mosque, and always read the ninety-first chapter of 
the Koran, called the Sun. 

The child very early began to entertain an innate 
feeling of superiority, and a sort of presentiment of his 
future greatness. He himself afterwards described 
his recollection of this feeling, in quaint terms. “ At 
twelve years of age,” he says, “ I fancied I perceived 
in myself all the signs of greatness and wisdom, and 
whoever came to visit me, I received with great 
hauteur and dignity. At eighteen I became vain of 
my abilities, and was very fond of riding and hunting. 
I passed much of my time in reading the Koran, and 
playing at chess, and was also very fond of horseman- 
ship .” 1 

At about this time a change came over his habits of 
thought ; he repented of his past life, left off playing 
at chess, and made a vow never to injure any living 
creature. The future destroyer of thousands of his 
fellow men, was seized with a feeling of tender regard 

1 Tz'mour’s Memoirs . I believe there is no doubt as to their 
authenticity. The manuscript, brought from India by Major Davy, 
is an octavo volume of four hundred and fifty-seven pages, in the 
Persian hand. It begins with Timour’s birth, and ends in his 
forty-first year, omitting the last thirty years of his life. The 
manuscript was found in the library of Jafir, Hakim of Yemen, by 
Abu Taleb ul Husseini, in the Toorki language, and was trans- 
lated into Persian; and into English by Major C. Stewart in 1830. 
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for the most insignificant of God’s creatures, and 
when the kind-hearted youth once unintentionally 
trod upon an ant, he was so deeply grieved, that he 
felt as if his foot had lost all its power. 

Such was this young man’s character when, in 
1355, at the age of twenty, his father, Teragay, made 
over to him a number of tents, sheep, camels, and 
servants, and, in short, gave him a separate establish- 
ment. Then it was that his energetic mind found' 
other work than meditations on Budhistic vows ; he 
began to long for some wider field of action, and to 
form plans of rebellion against what he considered 
the tyranny of the Zagatai Sultan. He could not 
then find any one to join him ; but another turbulent 
spirit, named Ameer Kurgan, one of the greatest 
chiefs of the tribe of Zagatai, defeated and killed 
the tyrant, and ruled the kingdom for ten years, in 
the name of another puppet named Danishmundche 
Khan. 1 

Timour was deputed by his father to wait upon 
Ameer Kurgan, on business connected with the tribe 
of Berlas ; and the new ruler took a liking for the 
young chief, and gave him his grand-daughter in mar- 
riage. This lady proved a faithful and loving com- 
panion, following her lord in all his wild adventures, 
and sharing his dangers and misfortunes. 2 Timour 

1 He was not of the house of Zagatai, hut was descended from. 
Octai, another son of Zengis Khan. In this year (1356) Timour’s 
mother died. He says, “ I was for some time very melancholy, 
and gave up my ambitious intentions.” 

* Her name was Aljaz Turkhan Aga, daughter of Ameer Mash- 
lah, grand-daughter of Ameer Kurgan, and sister of Ameer Hosein. 
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now began to experience all tlie realities of a Toork- 
isli chieftain's life, in the chace and in the battle 
field, and his restless spirit ever thirsted for the ex- 
citement of action. He has himself recorded some of 
his adventures. On one occasion he lost his way, out 
hunting, in a heavy snow storm. After wandering 
about for many hours, he reached the hut of some 
wandering shepherds, half dead with cold, fatigue, 
and hunger ; and was revived by the kindly Toorks 
with a large supply of hot soup, of which he ate 
plentifully. On another day he was sent against a 
band of invaders from Irak, charged them at a gallop, 
and, after a few cuts, put them to flight, and took 
possession of their plunder. 

It was not, however, until 1358, when he was 
twenty-three years of age, that Timour’s ambitious 
views began to take a wider range than the govern- 
ment of his native tribe of Berlas. In that year 
Ameer Kurgan determined to invade Khorassan, and 
gave the command of a thousand horse to young 
Timour, who was delighted with his new command. 
The men became exceedingly attached to him ; ho 
wrote a list of their names, and kept it folded in his 
pocket; and he was so elated by finding himself at the 
head of so many faithful followers, that he resolved, 
when the ruler of Khorassan was dispossessed, to 
grasp the sovereignty for himself. 

The ruler of Khoi'assan was expelled ; and Timour 
was left in possession of Herat, while Ameer Kurgan 
returned to the Oxus, where he was treacherously 
murdered by two Toorkish chiefs. Timour was justly 

d 
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indignant at this base act, and, with his accustomed 
energy, collected his native tribe, induced several 
other leading men to join him, and marched to 
Samarcand, where the victorious chiefs divided the 
whole empire amongst them. 

Timour’s ambition was now roused. Eager to 
assume the sovereign power, and to distance all com- 
petitors, his wisdom yet taught him the necessity of 
keeping on terms with the chiefs who were as power- 
ful as himself, whilst he endeavoured to throw the 
ball of contention amongst them, and to rise to the 
head of affairs amidst the general confusion. At this 
time Ameer Hosein, the late Kurgan’s grandson, and 
brother to Timour’s wife, advanced from Cabul, and 
was encouraged by his relation to invade Badakshan, 
which he did in 1359. “ This,” says Timour, “ was 

the greatest error I committed during my whole 
reign ; for the man was of a vile disposition, proud 
and miserly, but I did not then know his cha- 
racter.” 

While the petty chiefs were thus contending for 
superiority, the commander of a vast army, named 
Tugluk Timour Khan, of the lineage of Zengis, en- 
camped on the banks of the Jaxartcs, and summoned 
them all to his presence. His power was felt to be 
irresistible, and the chiefs selected young Timour to 
wait on him, and to endeavour, by his ingenuity, to 
prevent the country from being overrun. 1 The envoy 
repaired to the encampment of the invader, who gave 
him the command of the whole country ; and the 

1 At this time Timour’s father died, and was buried at Kosh. 
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astute Timour, by his address, became sovereign of 
his native land, while the formidable Tugluk retired 
into the deserts of the east. 

Thus far the ambitious projects of the young chief- 
tain had been crowned with success. He was now 
not only the hereditary head of the tribe of Berlas, 
but he had, with extraordinary ease and rapidity, 
obtained a prize beyond which his youthful dreams 
could scarcely have dared to soar. But the difficul- 
ties which surrounded his position, and the preca- 
rious tenure by which he held his power, were not 
disguised from himself, and lie prudently deferred 
having the Ivhotbeh read, and coin struck in his 
name , 1 until he had subdued all the nomade tribes. 
He appears to have been, at this time, very decisive 
in his operations, and quick to remove persons, whom 
he could not trust, out of his way. He says, “ I went 
to assist Ameer Hosein, in Badakshan, and at this 
time Kai Kobad, son of Kai Khosro Ivhutelany, who 
had killed the king of Badakshan, waited on me, and 
began to flatter me, but as I had no confidence in 
him, I put him to death.” 

Timour was as yet too weak to establish order 
amongst his unruly countrymen. Ilajee Berlas, his 
own uncle, was in rebellion, and was only defeated 
after two days hard fighting; other chiefs tried to 
inveigle Timour into their power, in order to assas- 
sinate him ; and the heads of the villages came to 

1 Those are the customary marks of sovereignty in the east. 
The khotbeh is a prayer, offered up in the mosques for the reigning 
sovereign. It means, literally, written, from kataba {he wrote). 
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him, declaring that the land of Mawur-ul-naher was 
desolate, and that in every district there was some 
tyrant, who unjustly plundered the people. Finding 
it quite impossible to restore order single handed, 
Timour wrote to Toglnk Timour Khan, representing 
that the country was ruined, but offering, with his 
assistance, to make it productive. 

The formidable chief advanced from the deserts of 
the east, with a great army, to the banks of the 
Jaxartes. The petty chiefs either fled or submitted. 
Hajee Berlas escaped into Khorassan, where he was 
murdered by some villagers j 1 and another chief had 
his head cut off, for delaying to give up the gates of 
Samarcand. Timour, at first, received the command 
of all the hordes of Mawur-ul-naher, and he then 
naturally began to think of a pretext for inducing 
his formidable ally to leave the country ; but some of 
his proceedings created suspicion, and he was ordered 
to be killed. He, therefore, fled with a few followers 
towards Kharism, and met his brother-in-law Ameer 
Hosein on the road, who was also a fugitive. 

Timour was now to learn the bitter lessons of 
adversity. His misfortunes seem to have brought out 
some of the finest points in his character; and this 
time of disaster is the most interesting period in the 
life of the great conqueror. 

Although Timour and Ameer Hosein had only 
sixty followers between them, they resolved to attack 

1 When Timour conquered Khorassan, he punished these people, 
and gave their village, in perpetua] jaghoer, to the grandson of his 
uncle, Hajee Berlas. 
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the fort of Orgungc, 1 and they fought with such 
desperation that only twelve of them were left, at the 
end of the day. Ameer Hoscin’s horse was wounded, 
but his wife immediately gave up hers, and was 
remounted on the same horse with Timour’s wife. 
They then retreated to the top of a hill in the desert, 
and continued to fight with the enemy, until only 
seven men were left. With this devoted little hand, 
Timour at length retired, and fled across the bound- 
less deserts. This took place in the year 1362. 

The region of Ivharism or Khiva, in which Timour 
had taken refuge, is seven hundred and fifty miles 
long, by six hundred broad ; and, with the exception 
of the narrow tract bordering the Oxus, and the well 
watered sands of Merve, it consists of a wide desert 
plain, without rivers or springs, woods or mountains. 
Between Merve and Khiva it is a broken surface of 
deep sand, with a small growth of underwood ; 2 and 
it was over this cheerless waste that Timour’s little 
party wandered, until they came, hungry and thirsty, 
to a well in the desert. The weary fugitives at length 
found rest and refreshment, the water was delicious ; 
a shepherd gave them part of a goat, which they 
roasted between stones, and, as Timour says, “ we 
enjoyed ourselves exceedingly.” 

But their future prospects were most disheartening. 
Aljay Turkhan Aga, the faithful and devoted wife 
of Timour, cheered him up in this darkest hour of 
his life, and said, — “ Surely our fortunes are now 
arrived at the lowest point.” 

1 Near the modern Khiva. 


3 Abbott’s Khiva. 
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They wandered on for days and nights, without 
water or bread, and remained, for a month, in a 
ruined deserted village. At length they fell in with 
a troop of wild Toorkmans, under one Ali Beg 
Ghurbany, who took the fugitives prisoners, and con- 
fined Tim our and his wife in a wretched cow house, 
full of fleas and vermin, for more than two months. 

This was the lowest ebb to which his fortunes 
sank, and from this time the tide began to flow, which 
bore him on to the empire of Asia. He escaped from 
his durance, collected twelve horsemen, whose num- 
bers soon increased to a hundred, and raised the 
standard of royalty. 

For the next seven years, from 1362 to 1369, when 
he was finally seated on the throne of Samarcand, 
Timour was engaged, first in expelling the invaders 
from his native land, and afterwards in a death strug- 
gle with his brother-in-law Ameer Hosein. 

Togluck Timour Khan, who had driven Timour 
into the desert, was ruler of Kashgar, and of the 
boundless pastures further east, and he was at the 
head of a great army, composed of a race called Jetes, 
or Calmucks, who were unconverted to the faith of 
Islam. Togluck, who was of the race of Zagatai, 
left the country of Mawur-ul-naher, under the rule of 
his son Alyus Khwajeh, returning to the pastures east 
of Kashgar. 

The first result of Timour’s assumption of royalty, 
was a quarrel with Ameer Hosein, who took offence, 
and left him. Many old followers, however, con- 
tinued to flock to his standard, and, after passing 
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some months in hunting along the banks of the Oxus, 
he entered Seistan at the head of a thousand horse- 
men, in 1362. 1 He took several forts from the 
Beloochees of Seistan, but "was eventually defeated, 
and wounded in the hand and foot ; which obliged 
him to retire into the Gurmseer, or hot regions 
of the coast of the Arabian sea, where he remained 
to recover from the effects of his wounds. 2 

Having recruited his strength, and collected forty 
horsemen, he marched towards Balkh, and was joined 

1 Seistan is a territory, between Persia and Afghanistan, sur- 
rounded, except on the north, by wide deserts. It is a flat country, 
with low hills here and there. One third of its surface is moving 
sand, and the other two thirds are composed of compact sand and 
clay, covered with thickets of tamarisk, and abundant pasture. 
The Helmund, which is by far the finest river between the Tigris 
and the Indus, flows through Seistan, and falls into the lake of 
Zurrali. The river banks are clothed with luxurious vegetation, 
and the lake, which is about ninety miles long by sixty broad, is 
bordered by forests of reeds, beyond which there arc pastures 
and tamarisk thickets. The original inhabitants of Seistan were 
Taujiks ; but the country has long been occupied by savage tribes 
of Beloochees. Seistan is well known to the admirers of Ferdosi, 
as the country of Zal and Rustam . — Furrier ; M . Elphinstone . 

2 This gave rise to the story that Timour was wounded in the 
leg by a shepherd, when stealing sheep, and to his name of 
Timour-lenc (lame), corrupted into Tamerlane . This name was 
first given him by the Syrian Ahmed ben Arabshah, who wrote a 
life of the conqueror in 1440, called Ajaib - a l-]\l ukh hikat (wonders 
of the creation), which was translated from Arabic into Latin by 
Golius in 1636, and by Mangin in 1767 and 1772. Arabshah 
hated the memory of Timour for the devastation caused by his 
armies in his native land of Syria, he takes every opportunity of 
blackening his character, and his history is a coarse satire, little 
worthy of credit. See Clavijo’s account, p, 77 of this volume. 
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by a hundred men, under his kinsman Sadyh Berlas. 
They encamped under the shelter of a hill, on the 
banks of a rivulet, and lived by the chace ; while 
their numbers gradually increased to fifteen hundred 
cavalry, and Timour found himself in a position to 
face the Jete armies under Alyas Khwajeh, the son 
of Timour Togluk, which were now in possession of 
his native land. The spirits of the young chief rose 
in proportion, the companions of his early days 
flocked around him, his ambitious hopes seemed once 
more to be near their accomplishment, and his heart 
was filled with gladness. Before encountering the 
enemy, he passed ten days in feasting and rejoicing, 
with his old companions in arms. 

In 1363 he determined to fight a decisive battle 
with Alyas Khwajeh, but the odds were fearfully 
against him, as his force only numbered six thou- 
sand men, while that of the Jetes consisted of thirty 
thousand victorious horsemen. Timour took up an 
intrenched position near the Oxus, between Khulm 
and Koondooz, where he was attacked by the Jetes. 
His troops showered arrows upon them, which forced 
them to retire, and on the following morning he took 
them by surprise in their own camp, and put them to 
flight. Alyas Khwajeh, overwhelmed with shame at 
having been defeated by such an inferior force, 
retreated to within twelve miles of Timour’s native 
city of Kesli. 

At this time news came that Timour Togluk was 
dead, and Alyas Khwajeh, therefore, marched away 
with all his forces ; closely followed by Timour, 



OF TIMOUR BEG. 


XXV 


whose army rapidly increased in numbers. Once the 
retreating Jetes turned to face their foe, but Timour 
charged at the head of his troops, and finally drove 
them across the frontier. His native country was 
thus delivered from the invaders ; once more the 
young chieftain was sovereign of the land. The 
citizens of Samarcand came out to meet him, and, 
amidst the general rejoicings, his faithful wife, who, 
since the disaster in Seistan, had taken refuge in 
the Gurmseer, came to share the prosperity of her 
lord. 

The pretensions of Timour were disputed by his 
brother-in-law, Ameer Hosein, and the feud continued 
for five years, although the rivals were obliged to 
unite their forces, more than once, to resist an inva- 
sion of their common enemies the Jetes. In 1364 
Timour crossed the Jaxartes, and fought with the 
Jete army, during the whole day. Night closed in 
with a heavy fall of rain, and the chief passed 
the hours of darkness in the open plain, with a saddle 
for his pillow. The rain had converted the land into 
a swamp, but the Zagatais charged through it, and 
engaged the J etes, who had received large reinforce- 
ments, during the whole of the following day. Timour 
lost two thousand men, and was obliged to retreat to 
Kesh where he refreshed his troops, and eventually 
succeeded in clearing the land of the enemy. 

Ameer Hosein, stirred up by jealousy, had now 
become Timour’s implacable enemy ; and Timour 
himself declared that, “ as there was only one God in 
the universe, so there should only be one monarch in 
e 
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a kingdom.” He defeated his rival in 1366, 1 and 
forced him to retire across the Oxus. 

In 1637 Ameer Hosein again attacked his brother- 
in-law, and Timour retreated to Tashkend, where he 
passed a month in pleasant idleness, hunting and 
hawking over the plains, and receiving forty eggs, and 
a tureen of soup every morning, from the IChet Khoda, 
or ruler of the district. His peace was, however, 
again disturbed by Ameer Hosein, but his followers 
deserted him, and he gave himself up to Timour, 
requesting permission to be allowed to retire to Mecca. 
His successful rival at first consented ; but many of 
the rude chiefs had cause to hate the wretched 
captive, who had been cruel and insolent, as well as 
avaricious, in the days of his prosperity. Timour 
appears to have been desirous to save his life, but he 
gradually yielded to the clamours of his officers, and 
Ameer Hosein was killed by three chiefs, who 
dragged him out of a minaret, where he had taken 
refuge. 

Timour had now cleared his native land of sedi- 
tious aspirants to the throne, as well as of foreign 
invaders. From the year 1369 until the day of his 
death, he held the sovereignty of Samarcand, while 
he extended his dominion over half the continent of 
Asia. He was formally enthroned in the city of 
Balkh, by four of the most revered Syuds, or de- 
scendants of the prophet, and all the people held up 

1 In this year Timour’ s faithful wife, the illustrious Aljay Turkan 
Agha, departed this life. “Verily we belong to God, and to him 
shall we return,” was Timour 5 s pious reflection. — Memoirs . 



OF TIMOUR BEG. 


XXV11 


their hands in prayer for his prosperity. When this 
ceremony was over, he crossed the Oxus, and marched 
to Samarcand, which he made the capital of his em- 
pire . 1 “ From my twelfth year,” he says in his 
Institutes, “ I travelled over countries, combatted 
difficulties, and hazarded my person in the hour of 
danger, until I vanquished empires, and established 
the glory of my name.” 

Timour’s first important act, was to assemble a 
Couroultai , or general meeting of all the principal 
chiefs, and of the Ameers or commanders of Tomauns 
(ten thousand men), and Hazarehs (one thousand 
men) ; and he then proceeded to regulate the affairs of 
his empire . 2 

Although Timour was the real sovereign, he only 
took the title of Ameer, and, until the day of his 
death, all the affairs of state were conducted in the 
name of a puppet descendant of Zengis Khan, who 
was sometimes permitted to reside at Samarcand, but 
who was more frequently to be found serving in 
Timour’s army. Yet Timour established all the out- 
ward forms of etiquette in his court, and each rank 
had its established place when they appeared before 
him. A council of state was formed, a code of regu- 
lations was drawn up for his government, favours 
were conferred on his friends, permanent grants of 

1 For a description of Samarcand, see Clavijo, p. 164 et seq. 

8 Timour frequently convoked a Couroultai , or diet of Ms nobles; 
as was abo the custom of his predecessors. “He always addressed 
them in a speech calculated to attain their cordial assent ; and, 
through them, to animate the zeal and courage of their followers*” 
— Malcolm’s Persia, i, p. 476. 
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land were made for charitable purposes, and the 
army was carefully organized. 

Timour’s army, as the chief instrument of his 
power and his conquests, received the greatest share 
of his attention, and a large portion of his Institutes 
is devoted to the details of its organization . 1 It was 
divided into detachments of ten, a hundred, and a 
thousand men, each under separate officers, called 
respectively Oun-bashees , Euz-bashees, and Ming-bashees , 
over whom there were many Ameers, four Begler 
Begs, and an Ameer-ul-Omrah, who had authority 
over the whole army, and acted as the deputy of his 
sovereign . 2 3 The Ameer-ul-Omrah was distinguished 
by a standard ; the subordinate Ameers by spears 
with figures on their points, denoting the rank of 
those to whom they belonged ; the Ming-bashees by 
a trumpet ; and the inferior officers by drums. 

Great attention was also given to the supply of 
arms and provisions for the soldiers. Each man had 
two horses, a bow, quiver of arrows, sword, saw, axe, 
awl, thread, ten needles, and a leathern knapsack ; 

1 Timour thus announces his intention, in drawing up his “Insti- 

tutes.” “ Be it known to my sons and descendants, that I have 
collected together these laws and regulations, for the well governing 
of my dominions, as a model for others. Let them make these 
regulations the rule of their conduct in the affairs of their empire.” 

3 The army of Zengis Khan was divided on the same principle 
into ten thousand men, called a Tomaun , under a Tomaun Aghas- 
see; one thousand, called a Hazareh, under a Ming Aghassee; 
one hundred, under an Euz Aghassee; and ten, under an Oun 
Aghassee; and these divisions are said to have existed even "before 
the time of Zengis . — De Quignes , ii, p. 73. 
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and every eighteen men were provided with a tent 
between them. Each Oun-bashee was supplied with 
a tent, a coat of mail, sword, bow, quiver, and five 
horses ; the Euz-bashees had ten horses apiece ; the 
Ming bashees, twenty ; and the Ameer-ul-Omrah, 
three hundred. Rules were laid down for guiding 
the tactics of the commanders when in the field ; 
and, in choosing a position, they were particularly 
enjoined to take care to be near water, on a situation 
more elevated than that of the enemy, that their 
flanks and rear were covered, and that the ground in 
their front was extensive and open. But the noblest, 
and, considering his age and country, the most re- 
markable part of Timour’s army regulations, was the 
treatment of the conquered. It is but too true that 
in the heat of battle the orders, recorded in his Insti- 
tutes, were frequently disregarded, but the fact of 
their existence proves that Timour’s ideal standard 
of right was far in advance of other conquerors of his 
race and creed. He ordered that every soldier who 
had performed his duty, and fought with valour on 
the side of the enemy, if he sought shelter under his 
authority, should be treated with honour and regard, 
since he had performed his duty, and acted with, 
fidelity to his former master. 

The civil departments of Timour’s government also 
received their share of attention at his hands, and he 
gave minute instructions respecting all the details of 
his administration. He superintended everything 
himself with a watchful eye, and, in the frequent 
audiences which he gave to his officers, every rank 
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had a regular place assigned to it. The sons and 
other relations of the sovereign sat round the throne, 
the Syuds and learned men stood on the right hand, 
the Ameer-ul-Omrah, Begler Begs, and Ameers on 
the left hand, the Dewan Beggee, Viziers, and other 
civil officers opposite the throne, the magistrates 
behind the viziers, and the soldiers, with the title of 
Bahadur , 1 in the left rear of the throne. 

The council of ministers, for the administration of 
civil affairs, was presided over by the Dewan Beggee, 
under whom there was an Erz-Beggee, or presenter of 
petitions, who communicated the complaints of the 
people, and four Viziers. The first superintended 
the state of the husbandmen, the produce, the levy 
of duties, the merchandize, and the police ; the second 
had charge of the pay of the troops, the supply of 
provisions, and the state and strength of the army; the 
third took possession of the effects of absentees and of 
the dead, received taxes, and restored the effects of 
the dead to their lawful heirs; and the fourth 
superintended the receipts and general expenditure of 
the household of the sovereign. 

Although an enormous revenue was derived from 
the spoils of conquest, and from the dues levied on 
the transit of merchandize ; yet the largest item was 
probably the land tax, as is the case in all eastern 
countries. In Timour’s Institutes the tax was fixed 
at a third of the produce on all irrigated land, besides 
a certain due for using water from the public 
reservoirs; but any cultivator who built a tank, 

1 A reward for valour in the field. 
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planted a grove, or brought new land under cultiva- 
tion, paid no revenue for the first and second years . 1 

1 The land tax has, from the most remote ages, been the chief 
source of revenue in all Asiatic countries. 

The Sassanian kings of Persia established the tax at a third of 
the value of the produce, but when calamity overtook the crops, 
the cultivators received advances from the treasury. 

By Mohammedan law the produce of the land is liable to two 
imposts, namely, the Ooshr or tithe, a poor rate due only on the 
actual produce of the soil ; and the Khiraj or tribute, generally 
imposed on land within reach of irrigation or running water. No 
land can be subject to both Ooshr and Khiraj at the same time. 
The Khiraj was imposed on Syria by Omar*, on Egypt by Amru ; 
but Arabia is Ooshr ee, a very small part of it being under the 
influence of running water. 

The Khiraj is of two kinds, Moohassimah and Wuzeefa . The 
former is due on the actual produce only, and resembles the Ooshr ; 
the latter is due, whether there is any produce or not. 

The Caliph Omar levied the Khiraj in Syria and Persia, the rate 
varying according to the value of the produce. 

The Hindoo kings exacted one sixth of the produce, besides a 
poll tax, which was Moohassimah ; but the Mohammedans con- 
verted it into Wuzeefa, in the time of Shere Shah ; and the emperor 
Akbar, while adopting the same system, carried it into effect with 
greater precision and exactness. 

In Persia, in the days of Timour, the land tax amounted to one 
tenth the produce of the soil; but the husbandman was loaded 
with a number of other taxes, which altogether exceeded half the 
produce. 

In India Timour’s descendant, the emperor Akbar, abolished all 
arbitrary taxes, and fixed the revenue according to the value of 
the different lands ; which were divided into four classes. 

1. Poolej , which never lies fallow. 

2. Perowty , kept out of cultivation a short time, for the soil to 
recover its strength. 

The Poolej and Perowty were each of three kinds ; host, middling, 
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Ruined bridges were repaired, and serais for travellers 
were erected on the roads, at the expense of the 
sovereign. The collection of taxes, when necessary, 
was enforced by menaces and threats ; but Timour 
ordered that the whip and scourge should never he 
used, saying that the “ governor whose power is 
inferior to the power of the scourge, is unworthy to 
govern.” 

Having firmly established his government, and 
thoroughly organized his immense army, the sove- 
reign of Mawur-ul-naher began to aspire to universal 
conquest, and the empire of the world. His mind 
was filled with an inordinate lust of power ; he felt his 
superiority to all other men, and that his genius was 
equal to his ambition ; but, at the same time, he 
differed, in this respect, from a mere vulgar conqueror, 
that he was anxious that his name should go down 
to posterity as a benefactor, rather than as a scourge 
to the human race ; and part of his Institutes are 
taken up with a defence of his system of conquests. 

Timour voluntarily defended himself at the bar of 

and bad. The produce of a beegah of each sort was added toge- 
ther, and a third of the sum was considered as the average produce 
of Poolej or Perowty land ; one third of that being the revenue. 
Shere Shah exacted rather more. 

3. Checker was land which had suffered from inundations, or 
excessive rains ; and received grants of remissions for five years. 

4. Bunjer land, which had suffered from great inundations, and 
enjoyed still larger remissions. 

Rewards were granted, by Akbar, for high cultivation, and the 
land settlement was made for periods of ten years. Ayeen Akbery ; 
Neil Baillie on the Land Tax. 
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public opinion, and displayed some anxiety that the 
judgment of posterity might be in his favour. He 
said, — “ if in any kingdom, tyranny, and oppression, 
and iniquity shall be predominant, it is the duty of a 
prince, from a regard to justice and the law, to expel 
and extirpate the authors of that iniquity, and to 
assault that kingdom. It is the duty of a victorious 
king to bring under his authority, every kingdom 
where the people are oppressed by their rulers ; and 
thus I delivered Khorassan, and purified the king- 
doms of Fars and Irak, and Shaum .” 1 The fact that 
this great conqueror should have felt the necessity of 
framing some excuse, to soothe Iris own conscience, 
and to justify his conduct before posterity, is a proof 
that his was not the mind of a mere barbarian ; and 
his wars were at least as excusable as many which 
have been undertaken in more modern times, and 
amongst more civilized people . 2 

1 Institutes , p. 331. 

2 The history of Timour’s conquests is chiefly derived from the 
writings of two eastern authors, namely, Ali of Yezd, and Mirk- 
hond. 

Mollah Shereef-ud-Deen Ali of Yezd wrote the life of Timour 
at Shiraz, by order of his grandson, Ibrahim Meerza, in 1424, 
nineteen years after the conqueror’s death. His work was entitled 
Zajfah Nameh. It was translated into French by M. Petis de la 
Croix, a famous oriental traveller and scholar, in 1722. 

Mirkhond, who was born in 1432, flourished at the court of 
Hosein Meerza at Herat, and wrote a general history of Persia 
from the Creation to the year 1471, entitled Rauzat-us-Safa . 
After many years of disappointment from want of patronage, he 
was at length befriended by the munificent minister Ali Shir Beg, 
who obtained him a suitable dwelling near Herat, and assisted 

/ 
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For several years the operations of Timour’s army 
were confined to incursions into Kharism, and 
frequent invasions of the country of his ancient ene- 
mies the Jetes ; but in 1376 he undertook a more im- 
portant enterprise. Jojy, 1 the eldest son of Zengis 
Khan, received the sovereignty of a vast territory 
from his terrible father, called Desht Kapchak, 2 which 
extended from the Caspian sea, over the greater part 
of southern Russia, to the shores of the Dnieper. He 
died in 1226, six months before Zengis; and his son 
Batou carried the Mongol arms into Russia and 
Hungary, and spread terror through all the Christian 
countries of Europe. Batou died in 1256, and his 
descendants of the golden horde continued to 
tyrannize over Muscovy, until they were finally sub- 

him in collecting materials. Mirkhond died in 1498, and his son, 
Khondemir, wrote an abridgment of his father’s work, called 
Khula$at-al-Akhbur . 

Texeira, a Portuguese traveller, published a translated abstract 
of Mirkhond, and there is an English translation of Texeira, by- 
Stephens ; but the best translation of that portion of Mirkhond’ s 
work, which relates to the history of Timour’s conquests, was pub- 
lished in Major David Price’s Mohammedan history, in 1821. 
There is also a translation of Mirkhond’ s history of the early 
kings of Iran, published by David Shea in 1832. 

1 Jojy means stranger in Mongol, and he was so called because 
his mother was in captivity when he was born. Few names have 
had a greater number of spellings. D’Herbelot calls him Giougi , 
his name is spelt Dgoudgy by Petis de la Croix ; Zuzi by the 
translator of Abulghazi Khan ; Jugi, Tushi , and Chucht by the 
authors of the Universal History . 

8 Desht Kapchak. Kapchak is a Turkish word, and Desht means 
a wide uncultivated plain. 
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dued, and confined to the Crimea, by the Czar Ivan 
in 1552. In 1318 Uzbeg Khan 1 was lord of Desht 
Kapchak, and he introduced the religion of Moham- 
med into his dominions. On the death of Uzbeg 
Khan in 1342, his son, and afterwards his grandson, 
followed him, but in 1360 Urus Khan, descended 
from a younger son of Jojy, became sovereign of 
Kapchak. He reigned peaceably for several years, 
but at length Tokatmisli, a member of his family, rose 
in rebellion, was defeated, and took refuge at the 
court of Timour, the new sovereign of Mawur-ul- 
naher. 

Timour saw, in this feud, a means of extending his 
power, and he received the fugitive with great honour. 
Urus Khan led an army against Timour, and the 
hostile forces met on the plains beyond the Jaxartes, 
but a terrible storm of snow and hail, accompanied 
by a hard frost, obliged Urus to retreat, and he died 
a few months afterwards. Timour then established 
Tokatmish as sovereign of Kapchak, and thus 
extended his influence, and the fame of his arms, 
through all the nomade tribes which wander over 
the interminable steppes of central Asia. Yusuf 
Soofy, the ruler of Kbarism, alone defied the author- 
ity of Timour, and in 1378, the now powerful sove- 
reign crossed the Oxus, and laid siege to his enemy’s 

1 The seventh in succession from Jojy. Ho was much revered 
by his subjects, and from that time, according to Abulghazi Khan, 
who is partly supported by Khondemir, they called themselves 
TJzbegs. Eventually the Uzbegs expelled the descendants of Timour 
from Mawur-ul-naher, and they still retain possession of Khiva, 
Bokhara, and Kokan. 
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capital. Yusuf challenged him to single combat, and 
Timour, in spite of the warnings and entreaties of 
his Ameers, rode up to the edge of the ditch, but no 
one came out to fight him, and he returned, amidst 
the applause of his own army. During the siege 
Yusuf died, and, the place having been taken by 
assault, was utterly destroyed, the inhabitants being 
removed to Kesh, Timour’s native town, which he had 
enlarged and beautified, and made his summer resi- 
dence, when not engaged in war. 

No chief in the boundless regions of Touran could 
now dispute the supremacy of the sovereign of 
Mawur-ul-naher ; and Timour’s ambition, increasing 
with his power, led him to contemplate the conquest 
of Iran. 

If Timour’s theory of conquest could be admitted, 
that, “ it is the duty of every prince to invade any 
country where tyranny, oppression, and iniquity are 
predominant,” Persia certainly offered all these pre- 
texts for aggression, to the lord of Touran. 

More than a century before, Holagou Khan, a 
grandson of Zengis, had founded a dynasty in 
Persia, and put an end to the rule of the caliphs at 
Bagdad. After a life of conquest and devastation, 
Holagou had fixed his capital at Maraga in Azer- 
hijan, philosophers and poets assembled at his court, 
and his friend and adviser, Nasser-ud-Deen, was the 
most famous astronomer of the age. Holagou retained 
the pure theism of his grandsire, and, though tolera- 
ting both Christians and Mohammedans, he never em- 
braced either of their religions. In 1264 he was 
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succeeded by bis son Abalca, a wise and prudent 
prince, who strove to remedy the evils caused by the 
conquests of his father ; and Arghoun, Ghazan, and 
other princes of this dynasty, were equally illustrious; 
but Abu Said, the last prince of the family who 
retained a vestige of power in Persia, died the year 
before the birth of Timour. From that time the fair 
provinces of Iran had been in a state of anarchy, and 
in 1380 Sultan Ahmed, a descendant of Ilolagou, 
ruled at Bagdad ; the family of Mozuffurs enjoyed the 
sovereignty of Fars, with their capital at Shiraz ; and 
the other provinces of Persia groaned under the 
rapacious tyranny of numerous petty chieftains. 

Such was the state of things, when Timour, the 
lord of Touran, determined to conquer the land of 
Iran. In 1380 he sent his eldest son Miran, then 
aged fourteen, with some experienced Ameers, to 
assume the government of Khorassan. An excellent 
bridge of boats was thrown across the Oxus, the army 
advanced to Herat, and in 1381 the Persian provin- 
ces of Khorassan and Mazanderan submitted to the 
conqueror. In the following years he added Seistan, 
Candahar, Azerbijan, and Georgia to his rapid con- 
quests, and in 1 387 he encamped before the Persian 
city of Ispahan. 

The inhabitants submitted, and Timour’s forces 
entered the city, exacting a contribution from the 
people, but securing their lives and property. During 
the night of November 16th, a youth named Ali 
Cutchapa raised an unruly rabble, and massacred 
many of the Zagatay soldiers. Timour was furious 
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at this breach of faith, and ordered a general mas- 
sacre of the people. After having taken this terrible 
revenge, he marched to Shiraz, 1 confirmed the 
Mozuffurs in their government, and returned to 
Samarcand in triumph. 

Iran had now become a province of the empire of 
Timour, and in 1389 he summoned a Couroultai at 
Akiar, near Kesh, to announce and celebrate his 
victories. The Ameers, and chiefs of Tomans and 
Hazarehs, were assembled at a solemn banquet, and 
two of the sons of the sovereign, Miran and Omar 
Sheik, received the government of the provinces of 
Khorassan and Andecan. 

Timour now prepared for the greatest and most 
extraordinary military exploit of his life, the invasion 
of the illimitable wilds of Kapchak. During his 
absence in Persia, Tokatmish, regardless of the debt 
of gratitude he owed to his benefactor, made several 
incursions across the Jaxartes, and was held in check, 
with difficulty, by Timour’s young son Omar Sheikh. 

In 1390 preparations were made, on a great scale, 
for the invasion of Kapchak, and the punishment of 
its ungrateful Khan. The officers were ordered to 
collect a year’s provisions, for the troops under their 
command; and each soldier was supplied with a 
horse, a bow and quiver of arrows, and a leathern 
water bottle. Every ten soldiers had a tent, two 
mattocks, a spade, a hand saw, a hatchet, a hundred 

1 During Timour’s stay in the beautiful city of Shiraz, he had a 
complimentary interview with Persia’s greatest poet, the divine 
Hafiz, who died two years afterwards. 
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needles, an awl, about fourteen pounds of rope, a 
leathern knapsack, a copper pot, and a baggage 
horse. 

Having completed all the necessary preparations 
for his hazardous and daring campaign, Timour left 
Samarcand in 1-390, crossed the Jaxartes by a tem- 
porary bridge at Khojend, and wintered at Tash- 
kend, where he was attacked with a severe illness. 

In January 1391, the army marched out of Tash- 
kend, and for three weeks the intrepid Timour led 
his troops over the arid and uninhabited wastes, to 
the north of the Caspian Sea. At length he reached 
an isolated hill called Ulugh Tauk, W'hence he viewed 
the vast plains of Kapchak, stretching away as far as 
the eye could reach in every direction. He caused 
a lofty cairn to be erected at this spot, as a memorial 
to other times of his memorable expedition. 

Hunting as he marched, Timour then crossed the 
river Yelanjouk, in 54° north latitude, and his pro- 
visions at length began to fail him. His soldiers’ 
rations were reduced to one bowl of broth a day ; and 
great hunting parties were organized, encircling a 
vast space, and driving the game into the centre. 
Sheikh Daoud, a chief who had been brought up 
from a child amidst these cheerless solitudes, was sent 
on in advance, with a small troop of horse, to recon- 
noitre the enemy, who had hitherto remained invisi- 
ble. He succeeded in discovering their camp, and in 
May 1391 Timour’s army crossed the river Jaick, in 
53° north latitude, and found itself face to face with 
the vast hordes of the Khan of Kapchak, who were 
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greatly superior in numbers to the invaders. A bril- 
liant series of cavalry engagements followed, which 
ended in the defeat and flight of Tokatmish, and the 
host of Kapchak was scattered far and wide over the 
plain. A small remnant escaped across the Volga. 

The conqueror was enchanted with the verdure of 
the plains between the rivers Volga and Jaik ; and 
was not a little astonished at finding that imme- 
diately the sun set, the dawn of day was clearly per- 
ceptible in the west. He passed the month of June 
in hunting along the banks of the Volga, and com- 
menced his return march in July. 

The plains were covered with his army. Great 
troops of cattle, sheep, and camels, were intermingled 
with the Zagatay cavalry and their prisoners, while 
the unwieldy portable pavilions of Timour and his 
Ameers were dragged along by twenty-two oxen, 
eleven abreast. The ruts of these enormous waggons 
were twenty feet apart, and the axletrees were as 
large as a vessel’s mast. The conqueror returned to 
Samarcand in the end of 1391 -, 1 and, in the follow- 
ing May, he again departed with a large army, to 
subdue the western parts of Persia, where the 
Mozuflers had revolted. This was known as the 
expedition of five years. 

The first year was passed in reducing the forest 
covered province of Mazanderan, along the southern 
shores of the Caspian, where an obscure town on the 
sea coast, near Amul, held out against his whole 

1 In the meanwhile Timour’s generals had crossed the river 
Irtish, and penetrated into the wilds of Siberia. 
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army. For tlie first and only time in his life, Timour, 
the great commander of cavalry, was forced to have 
recourse to naval warfare. A brigade of boatmen 
with their boats, and a band of slingers of wild fire, 
were sent from the Oxus to the Caspian, where they 
embarked, and invested the little town by land. The 
garrison then surrendered, and, being followers of 
the accursed sect of Hassan Sabah , 1 a general mas- 
sacre followed. The conquest of Mazaderan having 
been completed, Timour wintered in the valley of the 
Goorgaun. 

The second year was occupied in the subjugation of 
western Persia. Passing through Fars and Hamadan, 
the invading army overran the province of Louristan, 
crossed the river Karoon at Ahwaz, and entered 
Dizful . 2 Meanwhile Mansur Mozuffur, the ruler of 
Shiraz, prepared to resist the invader, and a decisive 
campaign ensued. 

In his march from Dizful, Timour followed in the 
footsteps of Alexander, making forced marches by 
Earn Hormuz and Zolira, to the foot of the almost 

1 Assassins. 

3 While Timour was in the province of Khuzistan, of which 
Dizful was then the capital, he repaired the famous dyke across 
the Karoon at Shuster, which had been constructed, many centu- 
ries before, by the Sassanian king Nourshirvan. It is made of 
hewn stone, cemented by lime, and fastened together by clamps of 
iron, and is twenty feet broad and one thousand two hundred long. 
In the centre there are two small arches, which allow part of the 
water to flow in the natural bed of the river, while the remainder 
is led off to irrigate the plains. The dyke was again repaired by 
Colonel Monteith, under the orders of Mohammed Ali Meerza, 
eldest son of the Shah of Persia, in 1810. 


9 
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impregnable heights of Kalah-suffeed, which he 
assaulted and captured, after a desperate resistance. 
Mansur, the ruler of Fars, then engaged the mighty 
conqueror, but his Persians were defeated, and he 
himself was killed in single combat, by Shah -Etokh, 
the son of Timour. 

The conqueror then entered the beautiful city of 
Shiraz, exterminated the race of Mozuffurs, and 
completely subjugated the southern provinces of 
Persia. Timour did not remain long at Shiraz ; the 
divine poet Hafiz, whose society he had enjoyed 
during a former visit, was dead ; and the wrath of the 
sovereign was only appeased by the slaughter of the 
rebellious people. There was nothing, therefore, to 
induce him to prolong his stay; and in September 
1393, his triumphant army was led against Ahmed, 
the sultan of Bagdad ; who fled at his approach. 1 
The Zagatay cavalry overtook the sultan on the plain 
of Kerbela near the Euphrates, and a skirmish with 
bows and arrows followed. The Sultan’s followers 
again fled, rallied, and were again beaten off by the 
cavalry of Timour. A third time they rallied, and a 
desperate hand to hand conflict ensued, but Ahmed 
being by this time out of danger, his troops drew off. 
Timour’s cavalry suffered the agonies of a raging 
thirst, in their return across the Mesapotamian deserts, 
to Bagdad. 

Having rebuilt the mausoleum of the Imaum 
Hanbal, which had been ruined by the inundations of 

1 The cruelty and misgovernment of Ahmed led the people of 
Bagdad to beseech Timour to succour them . — De Guiynes , ii, p.288. 
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the Tigris, Tim our marched into Georgia, in 1394, 
and drove all who opposed him into the fastnesses of 
the mountains. He sent the different corps of his 
army in various directions, to reduce the people to 
submission, while he relaxed the toils of conquest, by 
hunting and festivity. At this time the births of his 
two grandsons, Ulugh Beg and Ibrahim Sultan, 
were celebrated, with great splendour, on the plains of 
Ivars. The throne of Tiraour was raised in the midst 
of magnificent tents, with lovely damsels ranged 
around it. Musicians and singers were grouped 
behind, and the Meerzas, Ameers, Nevians, and 
foreign lords from Iran and Touran, joined their 
voices in prayers for the prosperity of the mighty sove- 
reign. The festivities lasted for eight days. 

This short relaxation was interrupted by an irrup- 
tion of the army of Tokatmish through the gates of 
Derbent, in the Caucasus. The Khan of Kapchakhad 
recovered from the chastisement inflicted on him, 
during Timour’s memorable campaign, and had once 
more renewed hostilities. 

The conqueror, therefore, again prepared for war, 
and reviewed his vast army, on a plain about twenty- 
seven miles south of Derbent, in a line extending 
from the Caucasus to the shores of the Caspian. He 
then led his forces over the pass near Mount Elbourz, 
and again encountered the army of Tokatmish. The 
cavalry, on both sides, fought fiercely, and charged 
each other with desperate speed ; but victory again 
declared on the side of her favourite, Tokatmish fled 
into the wilds of Siberia, and Timour, halting on the 
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plains of Astrakhan, installed a son of Urus Khan, as 
the new Khan of Kapchak. 

Before returning to his own dominions, the mighty 
lord of Touran entered Muscovy, penetrated to the 
shores of the Dnieper, and repassing the Caucasus, 
caused a great festival to be held on a plain in 
Georgia, to celebrate his victorious campaign. The 
sovereign was seated on a throne, in a splendid 
pavilion, the air was perfumed with rose water, and 
bottles of Georgian wine were uncorked, amidst 
songs and music. 

The man, who had not many years before been a 
destitute wanderer in the deserts of Kharism, had 
now arrived at the highest pitch of earthly glory. The 
chiefs on the western and northern shores of the 
Caspian submitted to his sway, his eldest surviving 
son Miran was governor of Azerbijan, the wealthy 
city of Ormuz, in the Persian gulf, paid him tribute , 1 

1 Ormuz, which was for ages the great emporium of trade in the 
Persian Gulf, was originally founded by a colony of Arabs, and 
the city appears to have enjoyed centuries of peace and commer- 
cial prosperity. In 1290 the Mongols invaded Ormuz, and the 
inhabitants fled to a barren volcanic island, at the mouth of the 
Persian Gulf, which was named Ormuz, in memory of the ancient 
city. The ting of this new Ormuz considered it prudent to send 
tribute to Timour. 

The city is described by Abdul Rizak, the ambassador sent by 
Shah Rokh to India in 1442, as a place which has not its equal on 
the surface of the globe. “ The merchants of Syria, Egypt, Roum, 
Fars, Khorassan, Irak, and Mawur-ul-naher, as well as the inha- 
bitants of Java, Bengal, Socotra, Tennaserim, Malabar, Guzerat, 
and Arabia all make their way to this port. They bring hither 
those rare and precious articles which the sun, and the moon, and 
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and all the people of central Asia acknowledged him 
as their sovereign. He returned to Samarcand iu 
1396, and occupied himself for some time in the 
arrangement of the internal affairs of his vast empire, 
and in erecting splendid edifices in the land of his 
birth. Superb mosques and palaces were built at 
Samarcand and Kesh, gardens were laid out full of 
fragrant flowers, marble was transported from Azer- 
bijan, and porcelain to adorn the chambers, from the 
distant empire of China. 

For a time the enjoyment of great power, and the 
opportunities to work much good, in establishing 
peace throughout his now enormous empire, had 
charms for Timour ; but, after an interval of rest, the 
conqueror still found the lust of conquest strong upon 
him, and, from the heights of Mawur-ul-naher, he 
looked down, with longing eyes, on the fertile plains 
of India. 

Having conceived the idea of conquering the rich 
empire of Ilindostan, he asked counsel of his sons 
and nobles, but they all opposed it, except Shah 
Kokh. 1 His resolution, however, had been already 
taken, and his grandson Peer Mohammed crossed the 
Indus, and laid siege to Moultan. Meanwhile Timour 
led his army across the Oxus, and commenced a new 

the rains have combined to bring to perfection.” — See India in the 
Fifteenth. Century, published by the Hakluyt Society. Also Clavijo, 
p. 94. At present a few ruins, scattered amidst wild deserts of salt, 
on a dreary islet, alone testify to the former greatness of Ormuz. 

1 “ My design for reducing Hindostan. First I asked counsel 
of my sons and my Ameers, and Shah Kokh advised it, but the 
Ameers opposed, and I forgave them.” — Institutes. 
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campaign, in 1 398, by attacking the infidel mountain- 
eers who inhabit the ravines of the Hindoo Koosh, 
that tremendous range of mountains, which was 
called by the Arabs, “ the stony girdle of the earth.” 

It was in the month of March that Timour, with 
sixty-two thousand men, entered the defiles of that 
mighty range which rises in a bold and precipitous 
line, with sides bare, black, and polished, from the 
plains of Balkh and Koondooz. At that time of year, 
and until the end of June, the passes ai*e clear of snow, 
but they are destitute of vegetation, and mural preci- 
pices rise up perpendicularly on each side of the road, 
to a height of two thousand or three thousand feet. The 
summits of the peaks are covered with eternal snow. 

On the approach of the invaders, the mountaineers 
retired into the deep ravines, where they were pro- 
tected by snow drifts. No difficulties, however, 
could daunt the intrepid conqueror, or turn him from 
his purpose. True, the precipices, which he must pass 
to reach the retreat of the infidels, were perpendicular, 
but the resources of Timour’s mind were inexhaustible, 
and he resolved upon a plan as audacious as it was 
novel. He ordered his army to be lowered down the 
rocky walls, by ropes, from ledge to ledge. The sove- 
reign himself was lowered down on a stage of planks, 
secured together by iron rings, and the operation was 
five times repeated. The whole party was now on 
foot, except Timour himself, whose horse had also 
been lowered down ; and this put them on equal 
terms with the mountaineers, who were, however, so 
amazed at the unexpected appearance of the invaders, 
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that they abandoned their stronghold, sued for mercy, 
and humbly submitted to the authority of the mighty 
“ lord of the conjunctions.” 1 Timour then continued 
his march to Cabul, and prepared for the invasion of 
India. 

Hindostan had been ruled by Moslem conquerors 
since the days of Mahmud of Ghizui, and at this time 
Mahmud, of the house of Togluk, reigned at Delhi 
over a disorganized empire, consisting of a Moslem 
army, a Hindoo population, and various Rajpoot 
states, which were virtually independent. 

Timour crossed the Indus in 1398, and united his 
army with that of Peer Mohammed, on the banks of 
the Sutlej. He then marched to Delhi, slaughtered 
a vast number of prisoners who hindered his progress, 
and encamped on the banks of the Jumna, in January, 
1399 ; where he found the Indian army, under king 
Mahmud, drawn up in order of battle, with ten 
thousand horse, forty thousand foot, and a brigade of 
elephants. 

Timour, to use his own words, “ resolved to appear 
weak in the sight of the Sultan of Delhi,” and he 
surrounded his army with a ditch. This stratagem 
filled the Indians with presumptuous confidence, they 

1 Sahib Keraun, which was ono of Timour’ s titles, moans “lord 
of the grand conjunctions.” The Easterns believe that in all the 
great conjunctions of the planets, there is a great revolution in the 
world. Thus Abraham, Moses, Zoroaster, Christ, and Mohammed, 
came into the world in a grand conjunction. Kayomurs, Solomon, 
Alexander, Zengis, and Timour, were each in their turn, Sahib 
Keraun, or “ masters of the conjunctions,” and of all the great 
events during their respective reigns. — D'Herbebt. 
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marched into the plain, were charged furiously by 
the Zagatay cavalry, and utterly defeated. Delhi 
fell into the hands of the conquerors, and an accidental 
collision with the citizens led to a general massacre. 
The holy city of Muttra met with the same fate, and 
Timour, satisfied with having become a Ghasce, or 
slayer of infidels, determined to return to Samarcand. 
He marched by the sources of the Ganges, Cashmere, 
and the Punjab, and crossing the Indus by a bridge 
of boats, he made a triumphal progress, through the 
defiles of the Hindoo Koosh, to his capital, which he 
reached in April 1399. 

“ Spoils above measure” were brought from India 
by the conqueror, who commenced the erection of 
a grand mosque at Samarcand. Ninety captured 
elephants 1 conveyed the stones from the quarries. 
This splendid edifice, the monument of Timour’s con- 
quests, consisted of a vaulted roof, supported on 
four hundred and eighty pillars of hewn stone, with 
doors of brass, walls decorated with inscriptions in 
relief, and lofty minarets at the four corners. It is 
now a mere heap of ruins. 

After a brief season of repose, the conqueror was 
again obliged to take the field, owing to the deplor- 
able misgovernment of his eldest son Miran Meerza, 
in Azerbijan, 2 and having tranquillized that province, 
he prepared to invade the territory of the Ottoman 
Sultan Bayazid. The towns of Bagdad, Aleppo, 3 and 

1 See Clavijo , p. 156. 3 See Clavijo , p. 95 of this volume. 

3 D’Herbelot has recorded an interview between Timour and 
some doctors of law, after the capture of Aleppo, during which the 
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Damascus were taken, and the Turk was utterly routed 
at Angora, on the 20th of July, 1402. 1 These trans- 
actions are faithfully recorded by the Spanish am- 
bassador; 2 who followed the conqueror on his return 
march to Samarcand. The events which followed, the 
magnificent festivities, and grand rejoicings, at which 
Clavijo was present, and which are also fully de- 
scribed by the eastern historian Ali of Yezd, concluded 
the career of this extraordinary man. 

Clavijo gives an account of the insolent message of 
the Chinese envoys, which excited the wrath of the 
aged warrior, who resolved upon invading the celes- 
tial empire in the depth of winter. He marched out 
of Samarcand, on the 8th of January, 1405, 3 in a 
heavy fall of snow, and, crossing the Jaxartes upon 
the ice, he encamped at a place called Otrar. In 
February he was attacked by fever and ague, and 

conqueror declared that he had never undertaken any war without 
deliberation. Bib. Or,, ii, p. 517. Gibbon repeats a portion of 
this curious conversation, chap. lxv. 

1 The story of the iron cage, in which Bayazid is said to have 
been confined, is not mentioned by any early historian of the 
life of Timour, except Ahmed ben Arabshah. The fable after- 
wards appeared in a modern Ottoman chronicle, translated by 
Leunclavius. 

D’Herbelot stated that it was not even mentioned by Arabshah, 
but Sir W. Jones has detected the error of the French orientalist, 
and quotes the passage in his works . — Sir W . Jones's Works, v, 
p. 547. 

2 See Clavijo , p. 73 et seq. 

3 He took with him several thousand loads of corn, intending to 
sow it along the line of march, as a supply for his troops on their 
return . — Ali of Yezd. 

h 
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lie died on the 17th of that month, in the year 1405, 
aged sixty-nine, leaving thirty-six male descendants. 
Timour’s body was embalmed with musk and rose 
water, wrapped in linen, laid in an ebony coffin, and 
sent to Samarcand, where it was buried. 

According to Ali of Yezd, Timour was tall and 
stout, hut well shaped. His complexion was ruddy and 
fair ; he had a large flowing beard, broad shoulders, 
and was very strong. He could not bear a lie, but 
loved the naked truth. He was bold, courageous, 
feared, and respected. 

This picture was drawn by a friendly hand ; he is 
described in very different colours by his enemy 
Ahmed ben Arabshah, who makes the spirit of 
winter address the dying conqueror thus : — 

“ Stop thy rapid career, thou unjust tyrant ! How 
long dost thou mean to carry flames over an unhappy 
world 1 If thou art a spirit of hell, so am I. We are 
both old, and our occupation is the same, that of sub- 
jugating slaves. But proceed to extirpate mankind, 
and make the earth cold ! yet thou wilt find at last 
that my blasts are colder. If thou canst boast of 
countless bands, who, faithful to thy orders, harass 
and destroy, know that my wintry days are, with 
God’s aid, destroyers also ; — and by the Almighty 
that liveth, I will abate thee nothing ! Thou shalt be 
overwhelmed with my vengeance, and all thy fire 
shall not save thee from the cold death of the icy 
tempest.” 1 

1 Malcolm’s History of Persia. Goethe gives a poetical version 
of this speech ( Gedichte. p. 394) ; and Sir W. Jones has translated 
it into Latin. 
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Undoubtedly Timour’s conquests were tbe cause of 
much suffering to the human race ; but, on the other 
hand, he certainly was not the remorseless tyrant 
he is represented by Arabshah, and his other enemies. 
His boundless ambition led him to contemplate the 
subjugation of the whole world, and he lost no oppor- 
tunity of extending his power ; yet there is evidence 
that he had loftier aims than the mere gratification of 
his lust for conquest. He at least persuaded himself 
that in conquering Mohammedan countries, he 
delivered them from oppressive misrule, while 
religion prompted him to destroy the cities of infidel 
Hindoos. He was idolized by his soldiers, and by 
his own family, and he was free from the more des- 
picable vices of eastern sovereigns ; but the most 
marked feature in his character was his untiring 
energy and activity. “ When I clothed myself in the 
robes of empire,” he says in his Institutes, “ I shut 
my eyes to safety, and to the repose which is found 
on the bed of ease .” 1 

The name of Timour is frequently coupled with 
that of Zengis Khan ; yet the latter was a rude un- 
cultivated barbarian, while there is evidence that the 
former was versed in all the knowledge of his age 
and country. We know, from his Memoirs, that 
Timour was taught to read the Koran ; he appears 
to have cultivated his own language, and he under- 

1 Malcolm, in Ms History of Persia, thus sums up the character 
of Timour. “ Though one of the greatest of warriors, he was one 
of the worst of monarchs. He was able, brave, and generous ; but 
ambitious, cruel, and oppressive.” 
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stood and admired the Persian odes of Hafiz. His 
native language was the u Zagatai Toorki,” which, 
at that time, prevailed from the Ulugh Tagh moun- 
tains to the Hindoo Koosh, and from the Caspian to 
the Cobi desert. The period between the reign of 
Timour and that of Baber, was the golden ago of 
Toorki literature, and the princes of the great con- 
queror’s family wrote poetry in their own tongue, 
and gave liberal encouragement to its cultivation 
amongst their courtiers. Ali Shir Beg, the Grand 
Yizier to Hosein Meerza, composed a poem in the 
Toorki language, and also wrote a complete prosody; 
and the other Ameers, at the courts of the Timouride 
princes, while they studied the literature of Persia, 
did not neglect the poetry of their native Toorki. 
Timour seems to have given the first impulse to these 
intellectual pursuits amongst his countrymen, and, 
though he owes his fame chiefly to his conquests, it 
would be unfair to forget his liberal encouragement 
of learned men, his love of the game of chess, and 
his claims to literary merit, in the composition of 
his Memoirs and Institutes. Pie has no right to the 
title of a reformer or of a benefactor to the human race, 
but neither was he a coarse and ruthless destroyer of 
his fellow creatures, like Zengis, and so many other 
Asiatic conquerors. He lived in an age and amongst 
a people to whom mercy and toleration were un- 
known. The realization of his own ideal of a perfect 
sovereign would have been impossible ; yet he has 
some claim to the admiration of posterity, and, with 
Gibbon, we may excuse a generous enthusiasm in 
the reader of the Institutes, for their great author. 
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On the death of Timour his vast empire soon fell 
to pieces ; yet the greatest and best princes that ever 
reigned in Mohammedan countries, are to be found 
amongst his descendants. His son, the good and 
virtuous Shah Rokh, during a reign of more than forty 
years in Khorassan, preserved peace and order in that 
unhappy country. 1 Ibrahim Meerza encouraged litera- 
tui'e at Shiraz, and caused Ali of Yezd to write the 
life of the mighty conqueror. 2 Ulugh Beg, who 
reigned at Samarcand, was the greatest astronomer 
of his age. 3 Hosein Meerza, who reigned at Herat 
from 1487 to 1506, was a patron of learned men ; and 
his court was frequented by such poets and historians 
as Jami and Hatifi, Mirkhond and Ivhondemir. 

1 “Shall Rokh is not more celebrated for his piety and libe- 
rality, than for his courage and military virtues. He died in 1446, 
having reigned over Khorassan since 1397.” — D'llerbeloL 

2 Ibrahim Meeiza, the son of Shah Rokh, reigned at Shiraz 
for twenty years, and died in 1435. He built a famous medrassa 
or college there, and encouraged literature. 

3 The astronomical tables of this prince, called Zuj Ulugh Beg, 
are divided into four parts. The first treats of the seras and epochs ; 
the second of the knowledge of the times ; the third of the course 
of the planets ; and the fourth of the fixed stars, in two hundred 
sections, a.x>. 1437. 

They are considered the most correct of all those which have 
been given us by the Mohammedans, and they agree very well with 
those of Tycho Brahe. John Greaves, the great English mathe- 
matician, translated the tables of fixed stars, given by Ulugh Beg, 
in 1650. Ulugh Beg had an observatory at Samarcand, and, 
amongst other instruments, he used a quadrant, the radius of 
which equalled in length the height of the dome of St. Sophia.— 
D'Herbelot ; Life of Greaves , two vols., 1737 ; Insignomm aliquot 
stellarum loea ab Ulugh Beg observata , a.h. 841. 
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Baber, tbe founder of the empire of the great Moguls 
in India, was, after Timour, the greatest genius of his 
race ; and his memoirs, which he wrote during the 
latter part of his life, compose one of the most curious 
and interesting works in eastern literature. 1 Lastly, 
the illustrious Akbar, the enlightened, the generous, 
the liberal emperor, was the brightest ornament of 
the family of Timour. 

Akbar died in 1605, and from that time it would 
be well if a veil could be drawn over the history of the 
house of Timour. His three successors Jehanghir, 
Shah Jehan, and Aurungzebe, retained great power ; 
but it was bought at the price of endless crimes, and, 
from the death of Aurungzebe in 1T07, the great 
moguls became contemptible, as well as wicked. 
Escaping, through their submissive cowardice, the 
whirlwinds of Nadir, of Ahmed Shah, and of the Mah- 
rattas, they subsequently continued to batten on an 
enormous pension granted by the British government, 
until, having, in 1857, added treason and murder to 
their other crimes, they will at last disappear from 
history unheeded and unpitied. 

Such is the melancholy end of the descendants of 
the mighty Timour, the heroic Baber, and the 
illustrious Akbar. 

After nearly five centuries of sovereign power the 
Timourides have ceased to reign ; and of all the 
countries over which the members of this family 

1 Vakeat Baberi (Baber’s Occurrences) was translated by Dr. 
Leyden and W. Erskine, Esq. R. M. Caldecott, Esq. wrote an 
abridgment of it, which was published in 1844. 
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once ruled, India alone has made any advance in 
material prosperity, since the days of their power. 
Samarcand, the capital of Timour, is a desolate 
heap of ruins. Andecan, the beloved home of Baber, 
is in the possession of Uzbeg savages. The once 
rich and opulent Herat, the abode of learning, the 
brilliant capital of Shah Bokh and Ilosein Meerza, 
the native land of poets and historians, is now the 
ruinous fortress of a truculent Afghan. Shiraz, the 
beautiful city, made immortal by the songs of Sadi 
and of Hafiz, where Ali of Yezd wrote the life of the 
mighty Timour, is reduced to the condition of an im- 
poverished provincial town, in the kingdom of the 
bungling Kajar Shahs of Persia. India, however, has 
passed into the hands of masters who do not require 
the fulsome flattery of Abul Fazl to show that their 
rule is more enlightened and beneficent than that of 
Akbar. The irrigating canals of Feroze and Shah 
Jehan have been restored and improved, after centu- 
ries of decay and disuse ; a canal for irrigation and 
navigation, the largest work of the kind in either the 
old or the new world, now passes through eight hun- 
dred miles of the former empire of the great Moguls ; 
the tax on land is lighter and less burdensome than the 
assessment imposed by Shere Shah or Akbar ; good 
roads have been made; schools and hospitals founded; 
the more revolting forms of crime rooted out ; valu- 
able plants introduced from the remotest parts of the 
earth, more useful than the melons which Baber 
brought from Fergana,; and the literature both of the 
Hindoos and of their Moslem conquerors has been 
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carefully preserved by tbe wise strangers from the 
west. Whatever may be the shortcomings of the 
English in India, they need not fear to compare the 
present state of their acquired empire, with the same 
country in the best days of the rule of the descend- 
ants of Timour. 
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The great Lord Timour Beg, having killed the Emperor of 
Samaicaml and seized upon his empiie, where his own 
dominion commenced, as you will presently hear ; and 
having conquered all the land of Mongolia, which is con- 
tained in the said empiie, and the land of India the less ; 
also having conqueicd all the empire of Khoiassan, which 
is a gicat loxdship, and having conqucied and reduced to 
obedience the land of Tagiguima , 1 with the territory and 
loidship of a land called Rci; and also having conqueicd 
and i educed all Persia and Media, with the empire of 
Tabreez and of Sultanieh ; and also having conquered the 
lordship of Ghcelan, with the land of Dei bent ; and also 
having conquered the land of Armenia the less, and the 
land of Aisinga/ and of Aseron , 8 and of Aunique, and re- 
duced to obedience the empire of Mordi, and the land of 
Kurdistan, which is in the said Armenia ; also having con- 
queicd in battle the loid of India the less, and taken a 
great part of his temtoiy ; also having destroyed the city of 
Damascus, and reduced to submission the cities of Aleppo, 
1 Kharism ? a Aizmgan. * Erzcroum, 
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of Babylonia, and of Baidas ; and having ovcuun many 
othei lands and loidships, and won many other battles, and 
achieved many conquests, he came against the Tuik Ildenm 
Bayazid (who was one of the greatest and most powciful 
lords in the world) in his land of Tuikey, and gave him 
battle near his castle, which was called Angora, conqueirag 
him and taking him pusonci, together with one of his sons 

In this battle there happened to be present Payo de Soto- 
mayoi and Heman Sanchez de Palazuelos, ambassadois 
whom the high and puissant Lord Don Henry, by the grace 
of God, king of Castille and Leon, whom God pieserve, had 
sent to ascertain the power which the said Timoui Beg and 
Tuik Ildenm possessed in the woild, that they might behold 
then magnificence, and the numbei of the hosts which they 
had brought against each other. It happened that m the 
battle, the great Lord Timoui Beg had notice of the pre- 
sence of the said Payo and Heman Sanchez, and, for love 
of the said high lord the king of Castille, he treated them 
honoiably, took them with him, entertained them, and gave 
them ccitain gifts; and leceived news of the high and 
famous king of Castille, and of the gieat consideration and 
powei he had amongst the Chiistian kings; and, to obtain 
his friendship, after having conquered in the battle, he 
ordered an ambassador, with letters and a present, to be 
sent to secuie an alliance with him. 

With the ambassadois there went a certain Zagatayan 
knight named Mohamed Alcagi, with whom Timour sent 
his gifts and letters. The said ambassador went to the said 
king of Castille, and presented the letters which the Lord 
Timour Beg had sent, and his presents, and the women 
which he also sent according to his custom. 

His highness the king, having leceived the said letters 
and presents, and having heaid the good words which the 
said Timoui Beg sent by his letters and ambassador, ordeiod 
that anothei present and ambassadois should bo sent to the 
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said Timoui Beg, to mciease tlic friendship which he had 
shown. He oidcied that Fiay Alonzo Pacz de Santa Mana, 
niastei of theology* Buy Gonzalez de Clavijo, and Gome 2 
dc Salazai, should convey the picsent and letters * and be- 
cause tlic said mission is vciy aiduous, and the journey 
vciy long, it is ncccssaiy to put in wntmg an account of all 
the places and countnes thiough which the said ambassa- 
dors passed, and of the things which happened to them, 
that they may not be foigottcn, and that thcie maybe r 
complete knowledge concerning them 

To this end, m the name of God, m whose powci aie al 
things, and foi the honoui of the holy Vngin Maiy hn 
motlici, I began to wnte fiom the day that the ambassador 
icached the poit of St. Mary, near Cadiz, to cmbaik in t 
canack, in which they had to cioss the sea, and vith their 
the ambassador, whom the said Timour Beg had sent to tin 
said lord the king. 

On Monday, which was the 21st day of the month o: 
May, m the yeai of our Loid 1403, the said ambassador 
amved at the port of St Maiy, and on that day they causcc 
part of then provisions to he sent on boaid the cauack 
besides some which had been biought fiorn Seville anc 
Xcrcs, by some of their men. 

On the following Tuesday, which was the 22nd of tin 
same month, they got undei weigh, together with Master 
Julian Centuiio, the captain of the vessel in which the] 
weie embarked; and on Wednesday, at about sunset, the] 
weie off tlic capo called Spaitcl, with a fair wind. 

On Thuisday they weie off Tangieis, and the hills o 
Baibaiy, and Tanfa, and Ceuta, aud Algezuas, and Gibral 
tai ; and they weie so near the land that they could set 
thosr places veiy clearly, boing within the stiaits, and tin 
same day they were off the Sieira de la Fi. 

On Firday, the 25th of May, when the day dawned, the; 
weie off Malaga, and auchoicd m the poit, where they rc 
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mamed until the following Tuesday, as the captain had to 
land ceitain jais of oil and othei meichandize The said 
Malaga is a city on level ground, with one side facing the 
sea, and in one pait, on a headland, theie is a high castle 
with two walls; and outside the town theie is anothei loftier 
castle called Alcazaba, and fiom one castle to the othei 
theie is a wall, which unites them togethei At the other 
end of the town, facing the sea, theie aie some tci laces, 
near which commences a wall with towers ; and inside this 
wall there aie many beautiful fiuit gaidens , and above the 
gaidens and the town theie aie high mountains coveied 
with houses, and vmeyaids, and gaidens , and between the 
sea and the town wall theie aie a few warehouses belonging 
to merchants, and the city is veiy populous. 

On the following Wednesday, the 29th of May, the car- 
lack got undei weigh, and was off the hill of Malaga, which 
is all coveied with vineyaids, and fiuit gardens, and coin 
fields; she passed Velez Malaga, a high castle m these 
mountains , and Almunecar, which is near the sea ; and at 
sunset she was off the Siena Nevada. 

On Thuisday she was off Cape Palos, which is ncai Cai- 
thagena, and on Friday she passed Cape Martin, which is a 
lofty headland in Catalonia 

On Saturday, at daylight, she was off an island called 
Pormenteia, which is uninhabited, and in sight of the island 
of Ivica, and she was m this place until Tuesday, sailing off 
and on, and unable to double a cape, so as to rcacb the port 
of Ivica, as the wind was foul . but on the said Tuesday, in 
the afternoon, they brought the canack into port, being 
the 5th of June ; and the captain discharged the meichan- 
dize which he bi ought, and got some salt on board. They 
remained m this port until Fiiday, as the wind was con- 
tiary; but on Wednesday, the 13th, they were under 
weigh, though the vessel was becalmed until the following 
Friday. 
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This island of Ivica is small, being five leagues long and 
thiee bioad. On the day they ai lived the ambassadois 
landed, and the goveinoi, who was theic foi the king of 
Aiagon, appointed them lodgings, and sent them men and 
beasts to convey them to the town. The island is a mass of 
hills coveicd with biushwood, and the town is built on a 
high hill neai the sea, having three walls, and a castle on 
the most elevated pait The chuich is opposite to this 
castle, and has a high towei, and the town and castle aie 
enclosed by one wall In this island thcic aie salt pans, 
where they make veiy fine salt from the watei of the sea, 
which flows into them. These salt pans yield a gicat 
levenue, as many ships come fiom the Levant eveiy yeai to 
get a cargo of salt. On the wall of the town there is a 
towei, which they call the tower of Avicena ; and they say 
that Avicena was a native of this island ; and on the walls 
and towers there are engines for casting stones, which the 
king Don Pedro caused to be used when he held the walls . 1 

1 The Balearic islands weie occupied by the Moois foi foui centunes. 
In 1229 James, king of Aragon, took Majorca, and pulled the Mooiish 
king’s beard, but his invasion, and subsequent flights of the Moorish 
inhabitants to Granada, reduced the population one half James added 
much to the capital town of Palma, and built the cathodral In 1232 
ho conquered Minoica, and in 1256 ho established his younger son 
James in these islands, who became king of them by viituo of his lather’s 
will m 12*76. In 1285 Alonzo, his nephew, a son of tho king of Aragon, 
drove him out of the islands, and also conquered Ivica ; hut James was 
le&toied at the peace in 1291, paying tribute to his nephew, James II 
of Aragon. His title was James, liny of the Malloicas and Count of 
Roussillon and Hontpeher He was succeeded by his son Sancho, who 
governed tho islands peaceably, and died in 1324 without children Tho 
king of Aragon then gave the islands to James, son of Sancho ’s bro- 
ther Ferdinand, and the young king maiiicd Oonstantia, daughter of 
Alonzo III of Aragon 

The young long James was Anally deprived of his islands by Pedro IY 
of Aragon m 1345, and he died the following year. His son James 
married Joan of Naples in 1362, and, joining the Black Prince at Bor- 
deaux, wont with him to Oastdle, where he died in 1375 

After 1345, and at the time Clavijo visited Ivica, the islands were 
governed by officers appointed by the kings of Aiagon. 
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On Satuiday, the 28th of June, the vessel was off the 
island of Majoica, and so neai that it could be seen vciy 
clearly, and on Sunday she was off an island called Cabieia, 
on which theie is a small castle , and on Monday and Tues- 
day she made little way, owing to light winds , but on 
Wednesday she was off the island of Mmoica, and enteied 
the gulf of Lyons Fiona Thursday to Satuiday she passed 
acioss the gulf of Lyons with a fair wind, and on Sunday, 
which was St. John’s day, she was off an island called 
Lmeia, which is subject to the aulhonty of the viceioy of 
Aragon. 

At daylight on Monday the vessel was between two 
islands, the one called Coisica, where theie is a castle named 
Bonifacio, in possession of a Genoese, and the othei Sai- 
dima, where theie is a castle belonging to the Catalonians 
named Luecigosaido 1 These castles on the two islands are 
near the sea, the one opposite the othei , and the strait be- 
tween them, which is narrow and dangeious, is called in 
those parts the strait of Bonifacio. 

On Tuesday she was off an island called Ponza, which is 
uninhabited, but in foimei times it was peopled, and theie 
were two monasteries on it, and giand edifices erected by 
Viigil ; and on the left of this island some high mountains 
were in sight which are on the mam land, and are called 
Montecarzel, where there is a castle called St Felice, in the 
dominions of king Lanzalago 9 A little fuither on she 
passed othei mountains, also on the mam land, and came in 
sight of a town which is called Taracena, 8 in the Roman 
teintory, and twelve leagues distant from Rome. Between 
the sea and the town there weie fruit gardens and tall trees, 
and between these gardens and the town theie was a monas- 
tery, which was once occupied by nuns, but they had all 
been carried off by the Moors of Barbary. 

On "Wednesday, the vessel continued her course, and on 
1 Xiongoaaido a Ladislaus, 8 Tenacma. 
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Thuisday, tlic 27 th of June, at sunset, she was off the poit 
of Gacta*, and anchoicd so neat the town that they wcic 
able to place a gang boaid on the city wall The ambas&a- 
dois went on shoie, and lodged m an inn outside the town, 
whcie they lemamed sixteen days, because the captain and 
some mci chants in the canack had to land some of the 
caigo, and to get on boaid a caigo of oil. 

This city of Gaeta, and its poit, is \eiy beautiful. The 
cntiancc of the haiboui is nanow, but becomes w ldci inside, 
and is enclosed on every side by high hills, wheie there aic 
castles and fine houses, with many fiuit gaidens On the 
left hand thcie is an eminence, sui mounted by a great 
towci, said to have been built by Roldan, for winch icason 
it is called the tower of Roldan. Opposite this hill there is 
anolhei, wheie the city is built, and the gate and houses 
facing the haiboui aie so close to the water, that the walls 
are washed by it \ and two towers stand out fiom the walls, 
rising flora the sea about a sling’s tlnow fiotn each other. 
When it is necessaiy, a chain is stictchcd fiom one tower to 
the othei, inside which the galleys and boats take refuge, in 
time of wai. Between the town and the tower of Roldan 
thcie is a castle with high towers, battlements, and tunets, 
and a wall sunounds the whole, to guaid the city. Towards 
the sea theie are high rocks, so that no vessel could entei 
the port in time of war ; and another wall runs along the 
sea face, within which there is a hill covered with vine- 
yards and olive gaidens, and between this hill and the wall 
thei e is a street, with many houses and shops. In this street 
there is a church, where the people perfoim their devotions, 
It is called Santa Maria la Anunciada, and opposite to it 
there is another church called San Antonio, and above the 
church of Santa Maria there is a handsome monastery of 
Franciscans. At the end of this sticct the city wall goes 
over the hill to the sea on the other side, and this wall is 

builfc to prevent vessels, in time of war, from coming to 

a 
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damage the city At the end of the wall, whcic the walls 
unite which encncle these hills, theie is a chinch called 
Tnmdad, and neat it theie aie some houses and toweis, 
like an alcazar 1 Not fai fiom this church theie is a fibsuie 
made m the lock, about ten brazas in depth, and fifty paces 
long, and so nanow that only one man could get into it at a 
time ; and a heimit lives theie named Santa Ciuz. It is 
said that theie is a record in the city, showing that this 
opening was made on the day on which Jesus Chnst suf- 
feied his passion. Within the walls theie aie many beau- 
tiful houses and gaidens, containing oianges, lemons, citions, 
and vines, which are very pleasant to look upon. Outside 
the walls, and facing the sea, theie is a veiy handsome street 
containing palaces, houses, and gaidens; and this sticet 
extends to a place called Mola, two leagues iiom the city. 
It is thickly inhabited, and paved throughout, and beyond 
it there aie hills coveied with villages ; and all these things 
aie visible fiom the city, piesentmg a most pleasant and 
wondeiful view. 

The ambassadois went to see everything while they were 
theie; and beyond Mola theie was a town and a high castle, 
and other places on the hills At the entiance of the poit, 
on the light hand, theie was a veiy high look-out towei, 
called the tower of Caiellano; 2 and these places once be- 
longed to the Count of Fondi, but they aie now subject to 
king Lanza] ago, who seized upon them dui mg the war with 
king Louis. 8 The houses of Gaeta are veiy handsome to look 
at outside; they are very high, with windows towaids the 

1 Al casr, Arabic for a palace. * Carigliano 

8 Margaret, daughter of Mary, the sister of Joan queen of Naples, 
married Ohailes Duke of Luiazzo, and on his minder in Hungary m 
1386, she caused her son Ladislaus or Lancelot, who is called Lan- 
zalago by Clavrjo, to be crowned , and fled with him to Gaeta 
In 1390 Louis of An]ou was crowned long of Naples, hut in 1401 
Ladislaus iccovered the whole kingdom, and died in 1414, leaving no 
children 
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sea. The finest sticet is that which runs paiallel to the sea* 
the othcis being steep, nauow, and bad foi walking. In 
the chief sticet theic is much mei cliandise, and the city has 
a consideiablc tiade duimg the whole year. When lung 
Lanzalago was at wai with king Louis, he lost all his king- 
dom except this city ; and he maiched out fiom it, and ic- 
coveicd all his dominions again. 

When king Lanzalago was in. this city, and mamed to 
Madame Gostanza, daughtei of Monficy dc Cliaiamente, he 
paitcd fiom hci, and marned hci by foicc to his vassal, the 
son of Louis de Capua ; and they say that the king hnnself, 
being m the dim eh of Tunidad, took then hands aud mai- 
lied them in sight of a great concouise of people ; and aftcr- 
waids, on the day of the maniage, that he took her by the 
hand, and danced with hei. The said woman, his wife, said 
many ugly things in the streets; and they say that the king 
did this by the advice of his mothei, the lady Margarita. 
After waids the king marned the sister of the king of Cypius, 
named Dona Mana ; and he had no childien by his wife, 
the lady Gostanza, during one year and a half, but by his 
second wife king Lanzalago had a daughter named Dona 
Juan cla, man led to the Duke of Steilic and Babcia, and 
she is rcpoited to he a very beautiful woman . 1 

1 Maigaret man red hei son Ladiblaus or Lanzalago to Oonstantia, tho 
daughtei of Manfred de Claramonto, a Catalonian, who governed Sicily. 
Manfred, who was Count of Modica, resided at Catania, and had made 
several successful expeditions against the Moors lie died at Palermo 
in 1391 In 1392 Oonstantia was sont to a private house at Gaeta, by 
advice of Margaret, on the pretext that since Manfiod’s death hor mother 
had become the mistiess of Martin, Duke of Monblanco, brother of John 
king of Aragon , and that it was dishonourable for king Ladislaus to 
have the daughter of a concubine for his wife. Two years afterwards 
Oonstantia, who had been so basely treafcod, mairicd Andrew, Count of 
Altavilla When he led her homo, she declared, before all the courtiers, 
that he ought to consider himself a foitunate knight, as he had got 
his sovereign’s wife for his mistress. This is the story alluded to by 
Clavyo 

In 1402 Ladislaus manied Mary, Bister of the king of Cyprus, but she 
died in 1404 
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On Fnday, the 13th of July, the canack got unclci weigh 
at noon, and leaving Gaeta, continued on hex com so 

On Satuiday she passed by an island which is called 
Ischia, and another called Piocida They axe both uninha- 
bited. The same day she was off an inhabited island called 
Tiape, 1 * in the dominions of the king of Naples, whcie 
there is a fine town On the same day, she passed Cape 
Mmeiva* on the mam land, and two high hills, between 
which there is a city called Amalfi, wheie they say the 
head of St. Andie w is pieserved At the houi of vespeis, 
they beheld two masses of smoke fall fiom the heavens and 
reach the sea, and the watei lose with violence, and with a 
great noise, and obscuicd the heavens, covering them with 
clouds, so they luffed the vessel as much as they weic able, 
because they said that if those masses leached the canack, 
they would suiely sink her. 

On Sunday, at daylight, they passed between two unin- 
habited islands, bare and without trees, named Arcu and 
Fnucu j and a little fuither on, on the left hand side, ano- 
ther came m sight, with a high hill, which is called Stiom- 
boli, and it has a mouth out of which comes smoke and 
fire , and in the night great flames issued out, with a mighty 
noise. They also saw another island on the light hand, 
called Lipari, which is inhabited, and subject to king Lanza- 
lago. In this island the veil of the blessed Saint Agueda is 
kep>t : and the island used to burn, but, owing to the piayeis 
of the blessed Saint Agueda, it ceased to burn, togcthci with 
other neighbouring islands ; and when the other islands 
burn they take out this veil, and presently the fire ceases. 

On Monday they passed amongst ceitam uninhabited 
islands called Salinas, Strangolm, and Bolcani, 3 and a great 

1 Capri ? 

a Cape Mmeiva, now called Cape Campanella, opposite Capri “Once 
ennobled by the celebrated temple of Mmeiva ,} — G Knight , p 111 

8 Salma, Stromboli, and Yulcano. 
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smoke issued fiom them, with much noise , and the same 
day they passed two dcseit islands called Paianca and 
Pan ann. 

On Tuesday, the 17th of July, the vessel was becalmed 
between these two islands ; and in the night a heavy gale of 
wind sprung up, which lasted until the morning 

At noon on Wednesday the sails of the canack weie 
split, and she lan undci baie poles, being m gieat danger 
The stoim lasted until Wednesday night, and the islands of 
Stiangol and Bolcante 1 sent foith gieat volumes of flic and 
smoke , and duiing the tempest the captain caused the 
litanies to be sung, and cveiy one sought meicy fiom God. 
The piaycis being concluded, and the tempest still raging, 
a blight light appeared on the mast head of the cairack, 
and another light was seen on the bowspiit, which is that 
part of the ship ahead of the forecastle ; and another on the 
yard aim, which is ovei the poop ; and all who were on 
boaid the cairack saw these lights, for they weie called up 
to see them, and remained some time to see if they would 
disappear ; but they did not cease to shine duiing the stoim; 
and piesently all those on boaid went to sleep, except tho 
captain and certain manneis, whose duty it was to keep 
watch. The captain, and two manners, who weie awake, 
hcai’d the voices of men in the ail, and the captain asked 
the mariners if they heard that noise ; they replied that they 
did; and all this time the tempest did not abate. Soon 
after waids they again saw those lights, returned to the 
places where they had been before ; so they awoke the 
lest of the ciew, who also saw the lights, and the captain 
told them of the voices he had heard. These lights re- 
mained as long as it would take to say a mass, and pre- 
sently the storm ceased. The next day they were near 
the said islands, and in sight of Sicily, with fine weather 
and a fair wind. But they continued amongst these islands 
1 Sfcromboli and Vulcano. 
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until the following Thuisday, owing to the calms which 
pi evailed. 

On Fuday afternoon, the vessel was off the island of 
Sicily, and in sight of a tower which is called the towci of 
Faio, which is at the cntiancc of the poit of Messina ; but 
owing to the stiong cunent which flows out of the strait, 
and the light winds, they weie unable to leach the port of 
Messina that day. At night the wind lose, and a pilot, who 
had come out fiorn the city of Messina to take tlie canack 
into port, caused sail to be made ; and, the vessel being off 
the tower of Faro, she struck the ground and the i udder 
jumped out of its case. They all expected to be lost, but 
the wind being light and the sea smooth, they got hei off, 
and let go two anchois, waiting foi daylight At dawn 
the wind inci eased, so they made sail, and icached the poit 
of Messina. 

Opposite the tower of Faio is the land of Calabna, which 
is the mam land, and between Calabna and Sicily tho soa is 
only a league acioss; and m the tower theie is a light all 
night, that vessels may know the enhance. The land of 
Calabna appeared to be sown with corn, and to be coveicd 
with many vineyards andfiuit gaidens. The city of Messina 
is near the sea, and its wall, with many well built towers, is 
washed by the waves. The houses aie very high and hand- 
some, built of stone and moitai , and they look beautiful 
from the sea. The windows of the houses face the sea, and 
the principal sheets run parallel to the shore, and theie aie 
five or six gates opening towaids the sea. At the end of the 
city there are ten aces ; and outside tho walls there is a 
monastery of black Monks, called San Salvador, who say 
their prayers after the manner of the Greeks. In tho city 
theie is a stiong castle. 

The following Monday, being the 22nd of July, they 
made sail and departed from this port, with a fair wind. On 
the right hand was the island, and on the left was Calabiia, 
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and a city called Reggio They enteied the gulf of Venice, 
and continued in it until Thursday. On Friday afternoon 
they wcie off Mondon, 1 * a land belonging to Venice , and the 
same day they came m sight of an island called Sapiencia, a 
and of two othcis called Benetico 3 * and Ceiue, and the Cape 
of Galo , l and they ako saw the main land, called Coion* 6 

On Satuiday, they weie off Cape Matapan, and Cape St. 
Angelo, which aie on a temtoiy belonging to Venice , and 
at noon they passed close to an inhabited island called Cctul, h 
between it and a high lock called Lobo* 7 On this island of 
Cetul they saw a small castle, with high towcis, on a lofty 
lock facing the sea. A little fuitliei on, in a plain neai the 
sea, theie appeared a great mass of lums ; and they say that 
this is the temple which Paiis destioycd, when he seized 
upon Helen, andbioke the idol, at the time that kmgPiiam 
sent him to make wai upon Gicece. Aftei passing this 
island, the vessel sailed between tlnee locks called Ties, 
Dos, and As. 8 

On Sunday, the £9th of July, they were off an uninhabited 
island called Ccquilo, which is composed of high hills, where 
falcons bleed. They tried to pass between this island and a 
high lock near the shore, where theie was a strong cun cut, 
which drove the vessel to waicls the land; and when they 
wished to go about, she passed so close to the shoic, that 
some young falcons, which wcie sitting on a rock, began to 
scream. The vessel was in such danger that the captain, and 
some mei chants and sailors, stripped off their clothes; and, 
when they stood off the shore, they understood that God 
had shown great meicy 

On Monday, the vessel was between two inhabited islands 
called NiUo,°and Ante-Nillo, which formerly belonged to 

1 Modon, near Navauno. * Sapienza. 8 Tenetico. 

* Cape Gallo. B Korom, at tlic entrance of the gulf of Koroni, 

b Ceiigo ? 7 Ovo 3 8 Three, Two, and Ace . 

0 Mho and Anti-Milo 
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the dukedom of the Aichipelago, but they aic now held by 
the Venetians* and are well covcied with flocks of sheep 
The vessel was becalmed between these islands foi two days , 
and on Thuisday she was off thice inhabited islands, belong- 
ing to“ the dukedom of the Aickipelago, called Mo , 1 * Cen- 
tuiiona, a and Chustiana , 3 * * and at noon she was off an island 
called Naxia, which is veiy laige, and the capital of the 
dukedom. 

On Fnday, the Sid of August, at daylight, the vessel was 
off an inhabited island called Calamo , 1 which is covexed with 
coin fields ; and on the same day she was off the island of 
Lango, which is held by the knights of the oidei who possess 
Rhodes, and on the left hand they sighted a pait of the 
mam land of Tuikey, which is called Nisan and Lucno. 
The islands aie so close to the main land that they did not 
attempt to pass thiougli the passage between them duung 
the night : but they passed close to some othei islands belong- 
ing to the loidship of Rhodes, called Piscopia , 6 and St. 
Nicholas de Caiquini, and Pimia, and on the same aflei- 
noon the caiiack was anchoied in the poit of the island of 
Rhodes. 

When the ambassadois ai lived m poit, they sent to the 
city, to know if the giand maslei was theic; and an answei 
came that the mastei, with ceitam galleys, and a great pait 
of his tioops, togethei with ceitam caiiacks and galleys of 
Genoa, led by captain Buchicate , 0 wcie gone to make war 
on the kingdom of Alesandna. 

1 Niol 3 Sanfcoiim. s Christiana. 

4 Kalimno? 1 Piscopi 

6 In 139G the French seized upon Genoa. In 1401 John lo Memgle, 

snmamed Boucicault, a marshal of Fiance, entered Genoa as governor, 
and "became so acceptable to the people, that they induced the Fiench 
king to make him govci noi foi life In April, 1403, Boucicaulfc sailed ftom 

Gonoa with, a fleet against the kmg of Cypius, and forced him to a peace. 

He then wont to Candelomm, m Cilicia, foi cod the lord of it to ally 
himself with Franco and Gonoa, plundered Boyrout, and roturned 
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wait until the sunnnei, but would piescntly invade Syna 
Such weie the lutnouis amongst the Moois of Jeiusalcm, but 
they weie only fiom heaisay, and the ambassadors did not 
considei them to be cci tam, 

"Whale they weie m Rhodes, four gieat cairacks and two 
Genoese ships ainved, with news fiom the fleet They said 
that the fleet had sailed to Candeloi, a castle of Tuikcy, and 
besieged it for tweh e days 5 when the loid of Candeloi came 
out and fought those of the fleet, and ccitam Fienchmcn and 
Genoese weie killed. Thence the fleet sailed to Ripuli, 1 a 
town m Syna, and attacked it The people of Ripuli ciosscd 
a river which flows near the town, attacked the invaders, and 
did them much liairn. The commaudeis of the fleet, theie- 
forc, took council togethei, and decided that as the canacbs 
and ships sailed bettei than the galleys, they should go on 
ahead, towaids Alexandna, 2 and wait off that poit for nine 
days; while the galleys should pioceed to the attack of 
Beyrout, a town of Syna, which is the poit of Damascus. 
The said cairacks made sail for Alexandna, and the galleys 
attacked and dcstioyed the town of Beyiout. The canacks 
waited for nine days off Alexandna, and, as they icceived 
no news of the galleys, as the horses died foi want of 
water, and as their pi o visions weie running 6hoit, they 
returned to Rhodes Bcfoie the ambassadois depaitcd, 
these canacks anived at Rhodes, and as the ambassadors 
weie unable to obtain any ceitam news lespectmg the 
gieat Timour Beg, they deteimined to go to Caiabaqui, 0 a 
place which is m Peisia, whore he is accustomed to wintci, 
and whcie they would learn eeitaxn intelligence lcspccting 
him. 

This city of Rhodes is not vciy large, it is built on a 
plain near the sea, and it has a laigc castle, which is partly 

1 Tripoli, in Syria. 

a Alexandre fcta, or Scanderoon, in Cilicia ? previously attached by 
Boucicault. * Karabagh. 
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without, and paitly within the city Hcie is the palace ot 
the giand ma&tei, and of his fiiars, and also a convent, and 
a beautiful chuich, and a-gteat hospital foi the sick. The 
fuais aie not allowed to go abioad, without pcimission fiom 
theii supenor The haiboui of this city is laige, and well 
guaided fiom the walls, and it has two vciy fine moles, which 
cntei the sea On one of these moles tlieic aie fouitocn 
windmills, and outside tlic town tlieic aie many houses, 
and veiy beautiful fiuit gaidens, and many cition, and lime, 
and lemon, and othei fiuit tices The people of this city 
and island aie Giccks, and most of them belong to the Gicek 
chuich The city is a gicat mail for mcicliandizc, which 
comes fiom many countries, foi no ships go to Alexandna, 
01 Jeiusalem, oi Syria, without touching at this island ; and 
the land of Tiukey is so neai that it can he cleaily seen ; and 
on the island thcie aie other towns and castles, besides tlio 
city. 

On Fiiday, the 31st of August, the ambas&adois hiicd a 
ship to cairy them to the island of Chios, which was m 
possession of a Genoese named Lconaido Gen til They 
sailed fiom Rhodes; but the voyage fiom Rhodes to Chios 
is dangerous, as the land of Tuikey is very close on the 
light hand , and theie aie many islands, both inhabited and 
deseit, on the other side , so that it is dangerous to sail 
ovei this route, at night, oi m bad weather. 

• From Fiiday to Tuesday the wind was contrary, and they 
tacked up and down the whole time, unable to double a 
cape of the land of Turkey. 

On Wednesday the 5th of Septembei, they weie off the 
island of Lango, belonging to Rhodes, on which theie is a 
town, in a plain near the sea, with a small castle; and 
between the castle and the town there is a large stilt lake ; 
and theie aie many houses, and gardens, and vineyards 
lound the town. As they were unable to make head against 
the foul wind, they put into the poit of Lango, and got on 
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boaul liohk water and meat Theic aie always one hundred 
fnais fiom Rhodes on tins island, aud a lieutenant, who 
holds the town and castle. 

They sailed fiom Lango on Thuibday, the Oth of Sep- 
tember but made little way duiing that day, owing to a con- 
tiaiy wind; and on Fnday they also gamed vciy little 
giound, as they wcie obliged to go about constantly, owing 
to the numerous islands, and to the land of Tuikey being so 
close , and at noon, being neai an island called “ the Isle of 
Beasts / 5 the conti aiy wind increased, and foiced the vessel 
on the coast of tins island, so that they expected to be lost, 
and were obliged to anchoi. They lemamed off this island, 
which is without wood 01 watei, duiing a whole day. 

At noon on Sunday they got undei vcigh, and sailed all 
day amongst desert islands, and in sight of an inhabited 
island belonging to Rhodes, which is called Calamo . 1 

On Monday morning, they wcie off a city on the land of 
Tuikey, called c< Palacia nueva / 52 and they were told that 
Timoui Beg was m that city, when he conqueied the Turk, 
and seized upon Tuikey. 

On Tuesday they were off an inhabited island, belonging 
to Rhodes, called Beno , 8 and, that they might not lose the 
giound they had gained, the wind being conti aiy, they an- 
choied m the poit of that island, and took in water This 
island of Beno has a town, and a veiy strong and lofty 
castle, held by a fiiar of Rhodes: the inhabitants aie 
Gieeks, and they say that the Turks of Palacia have lavaged, 
and done much mischief on this island ; and that this veiy 
year a galliot from Palacia had arrived, and the Moois had 
earned off many sheep, and the men who were woikmg m 
the fields. 

They departed from this island on Thursday, and on Fnday 
morning they found themselves off a deseit island called 
Madrea, wheie theic is pastuie for sheep, and fiesh water; 

1 Kalimno. 8 Palatia. 3 Loro. 
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tile same day they sighted another island called Tatauis, 1 
winch is inhabited by Gieeks. Next day they weie off a 
gieat island called Samos, inhabited by Tuiks ; and in sight 
of another island called Micaica, 3 possessed by a lady, 
on which tlieic appealed to be many faims * on the same 
day they wcie in sight of many othci islands, lmgc and 
small 

On Satin day, the 15th of Septenihci, and on the follow- 
ing Sunday, they wcic unable to piocccd on account of the 
calms, and lemained amongst these islands, and on Satur- 
day afternoon a fan wind spiung up, but only lasted foi a 
shoit tune, and on Monday morning they vioic off a cape 
of the land of Tiukcy, which is called Cape Xanto, 1 and 
the island of Chios was m sight 

On Tuesday morning, at the houi of mass, they leached 
the poit of Chios and the ambassadors landed, and caused 
cveiythmg they had on boaid the vessel to be taken on 
shoie. 

Theic is a small town on the island of Chios, and the 
island itself is small, and belongs to tlie Genoese, The town 
is on a plain facing the sea, and it is divided into two waids, 
and is suiioundcd by many vmeyauls and fiuit gauleus. 
The land of Turkey is so close to Chios, that it is cleaily 
visible. 

In this island there are villages and castles, and the 
mastick glows heie on certain tiees. The town is well 
foitificd with a wall and towers, but it is in a plain. In 
this island the ambassadois received news that the eldest 
son of the Tuik, who was conquered by Tameilane, was 
dead, and that his biotheis weie fighting for the succession 
to the land. 

The ambassadors wished to dcpait fiom Chios at once, 
but they did not find a vessel leady, and remained on the 

1 Patino oi Patinos 3 Nik aria, tlio ancient learn. 

8 Capo Blanco ? 
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island until tlie 30tli of September when tlicy engaged a 
small Castilian vessel, commanded by a Genoese named 
Boquna de Marta. On Sunday the vessel got undei weigh 
in the middle of the night, and made sail with a fair wind. 
At daylight they wcic off an inhabited island called Me- 
tella, 1 and two othei islands wcie in sight on the left hand, 
called Pixara and Antipixaia In the afternoon they were 
neai a cape of the land of Tui key called Cape St Maiy , 
and at dusk the wind inci eased so that the sails wcie split, 
and blown into the sea As the stiait of Romania 2 was neai, 
and the wind increased as the night advanced, the cap- 
tain feuicd he might not be able to find the mouth of the 
stiait, and thciefoie detei mined to woik off and on until 
da}’ light A little befoie midnight the wind mci eased to a 
gale, and they found themselves off the island of Mcidi, and 
resolved to make for the island of Metellin, to mend then 
sails and piocure a pilot Befoie leaching the poit, a castle 
called MoUcnos came in sight on the said island, and pre- 
sently they saw another castle called Cuaraca. At noon 
they anchored in the port of Metellin, and remained theic 
until Friday, repairing damages. 

The town of Metellin is built on a high hill near the sea, 
and is suirounded by a wall with many towcis ; and outside 
theie is a laige suburb This island is three hundred miles 
round, and contains seveial villages and castles, and theie 
are many gardens and vineyards m the neighbourhood of 
the city. Near the town there have been veiy laige houses 
and chuiches, and it would seem that, m former days, the 
island was thickly populated ; and at one end of tlie city, m 
a plain near the fountains and gaidens, theie arc the nuns 
of great palaces, and in the middle of the mins there arc 
about forty blocks of white marble ; — they say that on the 
top of those blocks of maible, there was once a plat- 
form, wheie those of the city met m council. The people 
* Mytilene, 3 The Dardanelles, 
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of this island aie Giceks, and were foimcily subject to 
the cmpiie of Const mtmoplc , but they aie now under a 
Genoese named Juan de Catalus, whose lather mamod a 
daughter of the empcior. They tell a stiange stoiy con- 
cerning this Genoese: that about twenty years ago, when 
this lord, and his fathei and mother and two biothcis wcic 
asleep m the castle, the eaitli shook and thiew down the 
castle, killing them all except this Genoese loid, who 
escaped in the ciadle m winch lie slept, and was found 
next day m a vineyard at the foot of the castle : and it was 
a gieat wonder that he thus escaped. 

When the amhassadois ai lived, they found the young 
Empeioi of Constantinople, who had niained a daughter 
of the Lord of Mctellin, and who lesided a good deal in 
this island A shoit tune before, his father-in-law and 
brother -m -law had sailed with two galleys and five gal- 
liots, to take the city of Salomca, which belongs to the 
old Empcior of Constantinople J and the i cason they went 

1 1355-91, John Paleoologus, Emperor of the East, waft a wretched vassal 
of the Turk, " the careless spocfcatoi of the public mm ” Andioiueus, 
his eldest son, foimod a guilty friendship with Sauzes, son of the Turk 
Murad, and the two youths conspired against the lives of then fathers. 
Sauzes was blindod, and J ohn obeyed the Turk, by doing the same to 
Andromcus Manuel, the second son, became hen. Their territory 
was about fifty miles long, and thnty bioad, between the Eimuo ami 
Sea of Marmora. Manuel succeeded in 1391, and roignod till 14&5. 

In 1393 Bajazet besieged Constantinople. Christian pnneos marched 
from Hungary to assist Manuel , but were utterly routed at Nicopolis. 
John, son of Andiomcus, agreed to give up Constantinople and retire to 
the Morea, if Bajazet would help him to drive out Manuel To sa\e Con- 
stantinople, Manuel gave up the city to John, and embarked foi Venice. 

In 1395 Bajazet threatened to besiege Constantinople, ami Boucicault 
was sent to its relief His presence earned the blockade to bo raised ; 
but the Turks soon returned ; and Manuel and Boucicault retired to 
Fiance to seek aid The invasion of Timour saved Constantinople la 
1400 Manuel passed through Italy, France, and oven visited England, 
Henry IV and his court receiving him on Blackhoath, In 1 fO:i he 
returned to the Morea and Constantinople, detin oned John, and banished 
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to attack that city, \\ as as follows . — This young empc 
lived with the Tuik Muiad, and, being in a city of Tiul 
called Solombi la , 1 Moscn Buchicate, govcmoi of Gen 
amved theie with ten galleys, and took away the said c 
pei 01 to Constantinople, by foice He made fnends w 
the empoioi Ins uncle, oil condition that the town of Sc 
nica should be given to him as a icsidcnce. Moscn Buc 
cate conveyed the old empeior to Fiance, tc seek aid fi 
the king ; and the young empeior was left m charge of 
government until his return The old emperor being 
Fiance, the young empeior agreed, when Muiad and Timi 
Beg wcie about to fight, that if the Turk should be vu 
lious, he would deliver up the city of Constantinople 
him, and would pay him tubute When the old empc 
heaid this, on his return to Constantinople, he was v 
angry, and oideied his nephew never to aj>pcar befoie 1 
again, hut to depait fiom his teintoiy to the island of Ef 
limen ,* and he deprived him of the city of Salomca As 
had previously promised him the city of Salomca, and wo 
not now give it, ho and his father-in-law determined to t; 
it, if possible The said Juan, loid of the said island, had s 
a galliot to Mosen Buchicate, m which there was an ambai 
dor, who was oi dei ed to say that Buchicate knew well how 
old empeioi had promised the city of Salomca to his son' 
law, m his presence , but that he would now only give 
island of Escalmes ; Juan, thercfoic, asked him to come , 
assist m taking the city, and added that he would wait 
him in the island of Escalmes, While the ambassadois w 
in the island of Metellin, the galhot, which had gone on 
embassy, arrived, with the news that Buchicate had airivei 

him to Mytilene. Manuel reigned for many yeais in peace, and die 
1425 . 

Hib boh Andromcus was invested with the principality of Tin 
lomca, and died of leprosy soon affcei the sale of that city to the Y 
tians 

1 Selymbna. 
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Uhodes, and had sailed again, but it was not known wlutlicr 
he had gone 

On Satin day, the 6th of Octobci, at dawn, they made sail, 
and dncctcd then coui&c between the land of Tlu key, and 
the said island of Metelhn, until they reached Cape St Maiy. 
On Sunday they doubled the cape, and came in sight of a 
deseit island called Tenio, 1 on the left hand ; and an inha- 
bited island, belonging to Constantinople, called Ncmbio. 2 
The wind was foul, and continued to mcieasc dm mg the 
afternoon, and, having made little way, they wished to 
take shekel undci the island of Tomo, which was n ciu, but 
they weie unable owing to the wind and cui rent, so they 
anchoicd between the land of Tuikcy and the said island 
of Tenio, in a Stiait, neai which stood the great city of 
Tioy. Fiom this place they saw the edifices of Tioy, W'lth 
paits of the wall, having doois at mteivals, and towers, and 
othci buildings like castles It is built in a plain near the 
sea, and extends towaids some high mountains, and at the 
othei side of the city, a high and shaip peak lose up, wlicic 
it is said that theie used to be a castle, called Elion. 

The island of Tenia, which is opposite the said city, used 
to be the port of the city, to which ships lcsorted. It was 
occupied by king Pnam, who built a great castle on it, 
called Tenedos, for the defence of the shipping. This island 
used to be full of inhabitants, but it is now deserted. The 
boat was sent from the ship to procure water and wood, and 
some of the attendants of the embassy went to see the island, 
and found many vineyards and fiiut ticcs, and game such as 
paitudges and rabbits, and the ruins of a great castle. 

The reason why this island of Tenia is uninhabited, is as 
follows , — About twenty-two years ago, the emperor of 
Constantinople promised to give the said island to the 
Genoese, foi assisting him with some galleys in his war 
against the Tuik ; but he afterwards sold it to the Venetians, 
1 Tenedos ? 3 Imbio 
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who settled on it, and fortified the town and castle. "When 
the Genoese hcaid this, they dcclaied that the island belong- 
ed to them, and that the cmpeioi had piomised it to them, 
and that he had no light to sell it to any one Thus theic 
was discoid between the Genoese and Venetians, and 
they both began to aim then* fleets, and committed great 
slaughter amongst each othei, upon this island. Peace was 
made on condition that neither should have it , that the 
town and castle should be laid m mins, and that the island 
should be left uninhabited. This is one of the causes why, 
at this day, theie is enmity between the Genoese and Vene- 
tians. 

On Wednesday they wcie unable to make sail, as the wind 
was still foul, and they wcie thus detained until Sunday 
On Sunday afternoon a vessel anivcd m the poit of Temo, 
and they sent to ask wheie she came fiom. She was fiom 
Gallipoli, a place belonging to the Turk, but on Giecian 
land, and was bound foi Chios, with a caigo of wheat, and 
she brought news that a gieat pestilence raged at Gallipoli. 
The ambassadois weie detained for thirteen days more, 
owing to the foul wind ; and fiom the said island of Temo 
they could see a very high mountain called Monteston , 1 
which is m the land of Greece, and wheie theie is a monas- 
teiy of Gieek monks, who lead veiy holy lives, and will not 
allow a woman, noi a dog, nor a cat, nor any tame thing 
which has young, to come near them and they do not eat 
meat. This monastery is very rich, and they say that it is 
two days journey from the foot of the mountain to the sum- 
mit, wheie the mouasteiy stands, and, besides this one, 
theie are fifty oi sixty monasteiies, wheie the monks all dress 
m black, and do not dunk wine, nor cat meat, nor oil, nor fish, 
with blood , and these things weie related by some Greeks 
who were in the said ship, who had lived some time on that 
holy mountain. 


1 Mount Atlios, or Monte Santo ? 
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On Wednesday, the 32nd of October, thexe was a light fan 
wind, so they made sail, aftci having been fiitcen days 
between this island of Tcnio, and the land of Tuikey. On 
the same day, at noon, they wcie off a dcseit island called 
Mambie. The next day theie was a calm, so that they could 
not entei the stiait, but on Fuday a fan wind spiung up, 
at the houi of vespeis. They cntci ed the stiait of Romania, 1 
and the entiance is so nanow that it is not moie than eight 
miles acioss. On the light hand bide is the land of Tuikey, 
and theie appealed a castle, oil a high hill facing the sea, 
with a laigc town built lound it, and a foitified tuiII A 
year and a half ago they say that eight Genoese galleys 
ainved, and plundered the town The castle is called 
“the end of the loads;” and when the Gieeks came fiom 
their countiy to destioy the city of Tioy, they had their 
camp m this castle, and m front of it the Greeks made some 
great caves, leading towaids Tioy; thiee in number* On 
the opposite side of the strait, tlicie was anothei castle, on a 
hill ncai the sea, called Xctca ; and these two castles guard 
the stiait of Romania A little fuithei on, on the Tuikish 
side, there are two gieat towcis, with a few houses 
near them, and this place is called Dubcque. They say 
that the city of Troy extended fiom Capo St. Maiy to this 
place, which is a distance of sixty miles. At sunset the 
vessel was off a tower near the sea, on the Gieek side, 
called the tower of Vituperio 

On Saturday they were off Gallipoli, a castle and town on 
the Grecian side, but it is occupied by the Mussulman Ahalali, 
eldest suivmng son of the Tuik. In the said poit of Galli- 
poli, the Turk has all his fleet of ships and galleys, forty in 
number, and the castle is stiongly foitified, with a large 
garrison. Gallipoli was the fiist place occupied by the 
Tuiks, in the land of Greece ; and it is not more than ten 
miles fiom this castle to the land of Turkey. By taking this 
1 The Dardanelles 
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castle, the Tiuks have gained all the places which they 
occupy m Gieece, and if they should lose it, they would lose 
all their othei conquests ; as they have then fleet hcie, and 
can thus quickly bung ovei succoui fiom the land of Tui- 
key, which is so neai Fiom the entrance of the strait to 
Gallipoli it is veiy naiiow, but fiom this place foiward, the 
sea is a little bioader Above Gallipoli theie aie two castles, 
called Satoiado and Exanulli, The Tuikish side appealed 
to consist of high hills, while the Giecian side was moie 
level, and coveied with coin fields. 

At night they were off a cape on the Tuikish side, called 
Qumisco ; and they say that when Timoui Beg defeated the 
Tuik, ceitain tioops, who wcie m the battle, fled to this 
cape, and conveited it into an island. On Sunday they wcie 
off ail inhabited island called Maimoia, and this island yields 
the jaspers and maiblcs of Constantinople 

On the same afternoon they weic off a place, belonging 
to the cmpeior, called Itedea , and m sight of an island 
called Calommo, 1 off the land of Tuikey. On Monday 
morning they were neai the same place, as theie was little 
wind, so they anchoied about two miles fiom the shoic, and 
fifteen miles fiom Constantinople. The ambassadors then 
sent foiwaid, to sccuic lodgings in the city of Pera, and to 
acquaint the empeior of their appioach 

On Wednesday, the 24th of Octobei, they put all theii 
luggage on boaid a laigc boat, and went on to Pcra, wheie 
lodgings weie picpaicd foi them ; and they did this 
because the wind was foul, and the vessel was umhle to 
reach the poit. It was necessary to lose no time m obtain- 
ing infoi matron, and completing their preparations for the 
rest of theii journey. 


1 Kalohmno. 
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On Sunday, the 28th of Octobci, the Empcior of Constan- 
tinople sent foi the ambassadois, and they went fiom Pci a 
to Constantinople m a boat, and found a crowd of people 
waiting for them, and hoi&es to convey them to the palace. 
The empcioi had just ictuined fiom healing ma&s, and he 
leceived them veiy well, in a cliambci apait, which was 
lofty and coveied with caipcts, on one of wlucli t hoi e was 
the skin of a leopaid, and m the hack part pillows weic 
placed, embioidcicd with gold, Ha\mg convci&ed with 
the ambassadois foi some time, the empcior oideicd them 
to letuin to then lodgings, and he sent them a largo stag, 
which had been bi ought m by some of his huntsmen. The 
cmpeioi had with him, the empress his wife and three small 
children, tho eldest being about eight years old. On the 
following Monday he sent some coiuticis to the ambassa- 
dois, to answer what they had said to him 

On Tuesday, the 30th of Octobci, the ambassadors sent 
to the cmpcroi to say that, as they were dc&irous of seeing 
the city, and the chuiches and relies which it contained, 
they hoped that he would giaciously ordci them to be 
shown, and the cmpeioi dnectcd Ins son-in-law, a Genoese 
named llano, who was mauied to one of his illegitimate 
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daughteis* to accompany them* and show them what they 
wanted. 

The fiist thing they went to see* was the church of St. 
John the Baptist* which they call St. John of the stone* and 
which is neax the empeioi’s palace. On the top of the fiist 
dooiway of this chuich theie was a vciy uch figuie of 
St John* well designed in mosaic; and neai this dooiway 
there was a lofty capital* laised on foui aiches * and the 
xoof and walls arc covcicd with beautiful images and figuies 
in mosaic. This mosaic woik is made of very small stones* 
which aie coveicd with fine gilt* and blue* white* green* 01 
led enamel* accoidmg to the colour which is required to 
depict' the figuies* so that this woik is vciy marvellous to 
behold. 

Beyond this place theie is a great couit, sunounded by 
houses* and containing many cypicss liees • and opposite the 
dooi into the body of the chuich there is a beautiful foun- 
tain* under a canopy raised upon eight white maible pillars* 
and the pipe of the fountain is of white stone. The body of 
the chuich is very lofty* and near the entrance there aie 
three small chapels* each containing an altar* and the dooi 
of the centic chapel is plated with silvei ; and by the side 
of the door theie aie four maible columns inlaid with small 
jaspers* and silvei crosses* and precious stones: and theie 
aie curtains of silk acioss these doois* placed there that the 
priest may not be seen when he goeb in to say mass. The 
roof is very rich* and inlaid with mosaics. On the roof of 
the body of the church there is a figuie of God the Father , 
and the walls are inlaid m the same manner nearly to the 
ground ; and the floor is enriched with jaspers. The chapel 
was surrounded by seats of carved wood* and betweon each 
chair theie was a biazier with ashes, into which the people 
spit* that they may not spit on the ground * and there are 
many lamps of silvei and of glass. 

There aie many lelics m this chuich* of which the em- 
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pei ox keeps the key On this clay the ambassadors were 
shown the left aim of St. John the Baptist, fiom the sliouldci 
to the hand. This aim was witlicicd, so that the skin ant 
bone alone remained, and the joints of the elbow and the 
hand weic adorned with jewels set in gold This chuieli 
also contains many lelics of Jesus Chust; but the ambassa- 
dor wcie not shown them on that day, because the cmpeioi 
had gone out hunting, and had left the keys of the chinch 
with the empiess, but he forgot to give hci the keys of the 
place whcie these lelics weic kept But on anothoi clay 
they wcie shown, as will piesently he i elated This cluuch 
belongs to a monasteiy, and the monks have a vciy huge 
hall, in the middle of which tlioic is a table of Mhitc marble, 
thiity paces long, and theic aic many wooden scats iound 
it; and theie aie thiec othei small tables. Within the pic- 
cincts of this monasteiy theie arc gaidens, and vineyards, 
and othei things which theie is not space to describe. 

The same day they went to see another cluuch called 
Peiibelico, dedicated to St. Maiy. At the entrance to this 
church there is a gicat couit, containing many cypi esses, 
walnut tiees, elms, and other tiecs. The outer walls of the 
church are covcied with images and other figures, in gold, 
blue, and othei colours. On the left hand side of the 
cntiancc to the chuich theie aic many figuies, and amongst 
them an image of St Maiy, with one of the empexoi and 
another of the empiess on each side. At the feet of the 
image of St. Maiy theie aie representations of thiity castles 
and cities, with the names of Giccian cities wiitten under 
them They say that these cities and castles foimeily be- 
longed to this chuich, having been given by an emperor 
called Romanus, who lies intoned here At the feet of the 
imago there were certain documents written in steel, and 
sealed with seals of wax and lead, which described the pri- 
vileges enjoyed by this church over those cities and castles. 

Theie are five altars m the body of the chuich; which is 
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vciy large and lofty, suppoitecl on pillars of various colouicd 
maiblo, and the walls and floor aic inlaid with jnspei ; and 
the ceiling is inlaid with vciy uch mosaics. On tlic left hand 
side, at the end of the chuich, thcie is a handsome stone 
monument, wheie the body of the empcioi Horn anus is mtci- 
red: they said that this monument was foimcily coveicd 
with gold and precious stones, but that when the Latins cap- 
tuied this city, ninety ycais ago, they plundered this tomb 
In this chuieh theie is anothei gieat stone tomb, in which 
another empcioi is mteired, and this chuich also contains the 
other arm of the blessed St. John the Baptist, which was 
shown to the ambassadors. This was the light arm, and it 
was fiesh and healthy , and, though they say that the whole 
body of the blessed St John was destioyed, except one fin- 
gci of the light aim, with which he pointed when he said 
Ecce Agnus Dei/ 9 yet ceitamly the whole of this aim was 
fiesh and m good pieseivation, but it wanted the thumb. 
The reason given by the monks foi the thumb being gone 
was this, — they say that at the time when ldolatiy pi evaded 
m the city of Antioch, theie was a temble dragon, to which 
one person was given every year, to be eaten. They drew 
lots who should be the victim, and the peison on whom 
the lot fell, could not be excused fiom being eaten by the 
diagon Once the lot fell upon the daughter of a good man, 
and when he saw that his daughter must be given up to the 
diagon, he was very sad, and gave hei to a chuich of Chris- 
tian nuns, who were then m that city, saying to the nuns, 
that he had heard that God had performed many miiacles 
through St. John, and that he wished to believe, and to 
adoie the arm of that saint, which they possessed. He piaycd 
that, in addition to the other mnacles which God had pei- 
foimed thiough him, he would save the gnl ftom being 
eaten by this feiocious dragon, and deliver her fiom dan- 
ger* The nuns, taking compassion on him, showed him 
the arm, on which he thiew himself down to woiship it, and 
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bit off it& thumb, without letting the nuns sec lnm. When 
the people weie going to give the mnulen lo the cl i agon, and 
the monstei opened its mouth to cat hei , the good man tlncw 
the thumb of the blessed saint into its mouth , upon which 
the diagon turned lound, and fled, which was a gieat 
mnaclc’ and that man was conveitcd to the faith of our 
Loid Jesus Chnst. 

In this same church they wcie shown a small cioss, a 
palmo m length, ornamented with gold, with a small ci unfix ; 
and it was placed in a icccss which w T as covcicd with gold, 
so that it could be taken out and lephiced at plcasuie They 
say that it is made of the wood of the ttuc cioss, on which 
oui Loid Jesus Chust was placed, and its coloui is black. 
It was made when the blessed St. Helen, mother of Constan- 
tine, who built this city, brought the whole of the true cioss 
fiom Jciusalem to Constantinople, They weie also shown 
the body of the blessed St Giegoiy, which was whole and 
undccaycd Outside the chiuch theic is a cloistei, wheie 
thcic aie many beautiful lcprescntations of histoty, among 
which is the loot of Jesse, showing the lineage whence came 
the blessed Vngm Mary It was figured in mosaic , and was 
so wondeiful, so uch, and so well diawn, that it siu passed 
all the othei woiks Thcie aie many monks belonging to the 
chiuch, who showed the above things to the ambassadors ; 
and also took them into a veiy large and lofty refectory, in 
the midst of which theic was a table of white maiblo, very 
well made, being thiity-five palmos long, and the floor was 
of marble flags. At the end of this lefcctory there weie two 
small tables of white maible, and the ceiling was covei ed with 
mosaic woik ; and on the walls pictiues weie represented in 
mosaic work, from the salutation of the blessed Virgin Mary 
by St. Gabiiel, to the biith of Jesus Christ our God, 
togethei with his journeys with his disciples, and all his 
blessed life, until hewas ciucified. In this lefecloiy there were 
many flag stones, made to place meat and othei food upon ; 
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and in the monastciy theie weie many cells, wheic the monks 
live; and gaidens, and watei, and vmcyaids, so that this 
mona&tciy is like a huge town. 

On the same day the ambassadois visited anothei chuich 
called St John, to which a monastciy is attached. The first 
pait of the chuich is veiy lofty and uchly adorned, and be- 
yond it theie is a com ty aid, leading to the body of the chuich, 
which is round, and suiroundcd by thicc gieat naves, all 
undei one loof. It contains seven altais, and the ceiling is 
coveied with uch mosaic, lepiesentmg many hi&toiieal 
events ; and the body of the chuich is suuounded by 
twenty-four maible pillars of gieen jaspei, and the naves 
have the same number of pillais. The walls aie adorned 
with mosaics , and beyond the body of the chuich theie is a 
beautiful chapel, embellished with mosaics of maivcllous 
woikmanship, and containing a figure of the holy Mary, foi 
whose service this chapel was built. The monastciy con- 
tains a large lefectoiy, with a white maible table , and on 
the walls there are mosaics representing the last supper, in 
which our Loid Jesus Chiist is seated at a table with his 
disciples, and this monasteiy contains houses, gardens, 
fountains, and many other things. 

On another day the ambassadois went to sec a plain called 
the Hippodrome, where they joust. It is suiroundcd by 
white marble pillais, so laige that three men can only just 
span lound them, and then height is two lances They are 
thnty-scven in numbei, fixed in veiy laige white marblo 
bases ; and above, they were connected by aiches going from 
one to the other, so that a man can walk all round, on the 
top of them; and there are battlements, bieast high, of 
white maible, and these are made for ladies, and maidens, 
and noble women, when they view the jousts and tourna- 
ments which are celebrated here. In fiont of these seats, 
there is a row of pillais, on which is a high seat, laised on 
four marble pillars, surrounded by other seats, and at each 
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coiner theie aie four images of white maible, the size of a 
man; and the empeioi is accustomed to sit hcic, when he 
views the tournaments. Near these pillars, theie aie two 
blocks of white maible, one on the top of the othei, of great 
size, each one being the height of a lance, or more ; and on 
the top of these blocks there aie foiu squaie blocks of coppci. 
On the top of these blocks there is an immense stone, sharp 
at the end, at least six lances m height It is not fixed in 
any way, so that it was marvellous to think how so gieat 
a mass of stone, yet so sliaip and fine, could have been 
placed theie. It is so high that it may be seen above the 
city, fiom the sea. This column has been placed there in 
memory of some great event , and on the base there is an 
inscription, announcing who it was who caused this stone to 
be placed there, and foi what leason ; but as the willing 
was m Greek, and it was getting late, the ambassadors could 
not wait to have it lead to them But they say that it was 
laised to comm emoi ate some gieat deed Beyond it the 
lange of columns continues, though they aie not so high as 
the fiist, and the deeds of the knights aie painted on them ; 
and between these columns theie aie three coppei figures of 
seipents They aie twisted like a rope, and they have three 
heads, with open mouths. It is said that these figuies of ser- 
pents were put heie, on account of an enchantment which was 
effected The city used to be infested by many serpents, and 
other evil animals, which killed and poisoned men ; but an 
emperor performed an enchantment over these figuies, and 
serpents have nevei done any harm to the people of the city, 
since that time. 

The plain is vciy laige, and is surrounded by slops, one 
using above the other to a consideiable height; and these 
steps are made for the people of the city; and below them 
theie are gieat houses, with doors opening on the plain, 
where the knights who aie going to joust are accustomed 
to aim and disaim. 
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On tlie same day the ambassadors went to see the church 
which is called St Sophia, which is tlic hugest, most 
honoured, and most privileged of all the churches m the 
city , and it has canons who do duty as if it was a cathedral, 
and a patriarch, whom the Greeks call Marpolht 

In a comt, m fiont of the cliuich, thcie aie nine very large 
white marble pillars, the laigest I evei beheld, and it is sard 
that a gieat palace used to stand on the top of them, where 
the patiiarch and his clergy held then meetings. In this 
same couit, in fiont of the church, a wonderfully high stone 
column stands, on the top of which theie is a hoise made of 
copper, of the size of four laige horses put together , and 
on its back theie is the figure of an armed knrght, also of 
copper, with a gieat plume on Ins head, resembling the tail 
of a peacock The horse has chains of non round its body, 
secured to the column, to prevent it from falling, 01 being 
moved by the wind. This hoise is very well made, and one 
foie and one hind leg is laised, as if it was in the act of 
piancing. The knight, on its back, has his light arm laised, 
with the hand open, while the reins aie held with the left 
aim. This column, hoise, and knight, aie so large and 
high, that it is wonderful to see them This marvellous 
horse is said to have been placed here by the Erapcioi 
Justinian, who elected the column, and poifoimed great 
and notable deeds against the Tuiks, m his time. 

At the entiance to this church, undci an aich, tlrcio is a 
small but veiy uch and beautiful chapel, laised upon foui 
marble columns , and opposite this chapel is the door of the 
church. It is veiy large and high, and covered with biass, 
and in front of it there is a small court, containing some 
high terraces ; beyond which theie is anothei dooi coveied 
with brass, like the first Within this dooi thcie is a bioad 
and lofty nave, with a ceiling of wood, and on the left hand 
theie are veiy laige and well built cloisters, adorned with 
slabs of marble and jasper of vaiious colours. The body of 
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the cliuich contains five lofty doois, all covcied with In ass, 
and the centie one is the laigest The body of the elmich 
is the loftiest, most nch, and most beautiful that cm be seen 
m the whole world It is sui rounded by three huge and 
bioad naves, which aie joined to it, so that mass may be 
heaid m all paits of the chuich The aichcs of the naves 
aie of gieen jaspci, and unite the loofs of the nave with 
that of the body of the chuich, but the summit of the 
lattei liscs much higher than that of the naves It is dome 
shaped, and vciy high, so that a man must have good eyes 
who looks up fiom beneath , and the chuich is one hundred 
and five paces long, by innut} -tin ce lnoad , and the dome is 
suppoitcd by four pilldis, vciy huge and thick, eovciod 
with flags of many coloured jaspers ; and fiom pillar to 
pillar thcie aie aichcs of giccn jasper, which aie very 
high and sustain the dome In the aichcs tlieie aie four 
veiy laige slabs, two on the light hand and two on the 
left, which aie colouied with a substance made fiom a 
powdei , artificially, and called poiphyiy. The dome is 
covered with vciy lich mosaic woik, and, ovci the high 
altai, the image of God the Father, vciy large, is wiought 
m mosaics of many colours , but it is so high up, that it only 
looks about the size of a man, or a little laiger, though 1 cully 
it is so large that it measuics three palmos between the 
eyes ; but to him who looks at it, it does not appear to he 
moie nor less than a man, and that is owing to the very gieat 
height it is placed above the ground* 

On the floor, in the centre of the pait under the dome, 
thcie ib a pulpit placed on foui columns of jasper; and the 
sides of it aie covcied with flags of jasper ; and this pulpit 
is surmounted by a capital, laiscd on eight very largo jasper 
columns ; and heie they pieach, and also say the gospel on 
feast days. The walls and flooi of the chuich are lined with 
flags of jaspei, worked all ovei with ornaments, vciy beau- 
tiful to behold The part between the aiches, which btip- 
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poits the dome* was of vciy handsome white stone* on which 
many appiopnate figuies were inlaid* and above that thcic 
was vciy licli mosaic. The aiched loofs of the naves sui- 
rounded the dome* except whcic the high altar stood* all 
which was woith seeing The said aiched roofs wcic ninety 
paces broad* and foiu hundied and ten paces round* and 
they weie beautifully inlaid with mosaics. In the wall, on 
the left hand side* theie is a vciy huge white slab, on which, 
among many otlici figuies* was diawn* very naturally* with- 
out any human aitifice of sculptuic or painting* the most 
sacicd and blessed Virgin Mary, with oui Loid Jesus Chnst 
in her most holy arms, with his most gloiious foieiunnei* 
St John the Baptist, on one side These images* as I said 
hefoie, are not diawn* 01 painted with any coloui* 01 inlaid; 
but the stone itself gave bnth to this pictuie* with its veins* 
which may be cleaily seen; and they say that when this 
stone was cut* to be placed in this most holy place* the 
woikmen saw these most wonderful and foitunatc images 
on it, and, as this chiuch was the most important one in the 
city* that stone was deposited m it. The said images appeal 
as if they weie in the clouds of heaven* and as if there was 
a thin veil befoie them. 

This appealed most wonderful* as a thing which God 
himself had Bhown ; and at the foot of these images theie is 
an altai, and a small chapel* in which they say mass; and 
in this chuich was shown the holy body of a patiiarch* which 
was cntiie, both in bone and flesh, 

The ambassadois were also shown the gndiron on which 
the blessed St. Lawrence was loastcd ; and m the church of 
St, Sophia theie aie vaults and cisterns* and subteiranean 
chambeis* which aie stiange things* wonderful to see. Near 
the chuich theie are many fallen edifices, and doors leading 
to the church* closed and lumed. In the church there is a 
veiy large cistern under ground* capable of floating ten 
galleys. All these woiks* and many otkeis in this church* 
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wcie shown, so that they can neither be 1 elated nor wiittc 
bnefly; and so gieat is the edifice, and the wondcifi 
works in the church aie so numerous, that they take a Ion 
time to see The loofs aie all covcicd with lead. Tin 
chuich is privileged, and any person, cithci Greek oi of an 
othez nation, who commits a crime, cither of robbery o 
muider, and takes icfuge here, may not be taken hence. 

On the same day the ambassadors went to sec anotlic 
chuich, called St Geoigc, m which, after passing the flu 
gate, theic is a laige couit, in winch there are many house 
and fiuit gardens, and the body of the chuich is m tli 
midst of these gaidens. Opposite the chuich dooi, outside 
there is a laige and beautiful font, over which thcie is 
canopy suppoited by eight maible pillais, inlaid with man; 
figuics. The body of the chuich is very high, and is a] 
covered with mosaic woik, and the ascension of our Lou 
Jesus Chiist is here lepiescnted The flooi of this chuic! 
is wonderfully made, for it is eoveicd with flags of porphyi; 
and jasper ; and the walls aie of the same material In tli 
centie of the loof is a figure of God the Father, in mosai 
woik, and over the door thcie is figuicd the tiue cioss 
which an angel showed to the apostles fiom the clouds c 
heaven, when the Holy Spnit descended upon them in 
flame of fire It is wondeifully made, m mosaic woik* I 
this church there is a large tomb made of jasper, and covers 
with a silken cloth, whcie an empress lies buiicd. 

As it was now late, the ambassadors waited until Wcdnes 
day to visit the gate called Quinigo ; where they found th 
said Master Ilario, and the other couitieis of the emperor 
and they then went to see the other things in the city, re 
turning to Peia, where they lodged* 

On another day the ambassadors were unable to pass t 
Constantinople, as they intended, because news came to th 
city of Pera, how that certain Venetian galleys had com 
upon the Genoese fleet, which was making wai on the king 
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dom of Alcxandna (of which Moben Buchicatc was captain), 
and that many poisons had been killed neai Mon don, and 
sevcial galleys taken, together with Chastcl Moiate, the 
nephew of Buchicatc 1 

On account of this news, theic was a great stir m the city, 
and the people seized upon ceitam Venetians who wcie 
theic, and took then ships ; and the governing powci of the 
city seized a galliot in which the ambassadoxs weie about 
to go to Trebizonde, because they wanted to send hei 
with a message. This caused great annoyance to the am- 
bassadors, for the time was short, and they weie unable to 
find such a vessel as they lequired, so they were obliged to 

1 Jean lo Meinglc, sui named Boucicault oi Buehicate, has already 
boon mentioned sevoial times, by Clavijo, m tho piovious chaptci llo 
was one of tho gieatost captains of tbo age, and was the son of a maishal 
of France, of the Bame name, who signed the peace oi Bietigni 

Aftei seivxng m many paits of Euiopo, Boucicault accompanied tbo 
Due de levels to Hungary, and was taken pusonei at tbo fatal battle 
of Nicopolis. He was brought up befoie the brutal Tuik, with the 
other Christian knights, to be murdered , but the Sultan was tempted 
by the hope of a gieat ransom promised by Novels, and Boucicault 
escaped. On bis letum to Franco be was made a marshal of Fiance, 
and was sent to Constantinople m 1309, to assist against the Tuik. Tbo 
Greeks received him with demons tiations of joy, and he was cieatod 
Constable of the Empire After passing a yoai m tbo East, bo returned 
to Euiope with the Emperor Emanuel, and was received at tbo French 
couit with great distinction At this time bo instituted ail oidoi of 
knighthood fox the piotection of ladies, to bo called “ j De la Dame 
Blanche & VEm %ert" consisting of thirteen knights, who weio bound 
by the statutes of tho older for five years. Their device was “un 
ocusson d’oi, 6maill6 de veid, sur lequel dtoifc represent^ en 6mail blanc 
le portrait d’une dame modeste.” 

In 1401 Boucicault was appointed governor of Genoa, by Charles VI, 
at the lequest of the Genoese ; and he distinguished himself m success- 
ful expeditions to Cyprus, and othei paits of the Levant 

After leaving Genoa, he was at the battle of Agincourt m 1415, whore 
he was dangerously wounded and taken prisoner He died in England 
m 1421, aged fifty-fivo, and his body was embalmed and sent to Fiance. 
It was buried with those of his father and mother at Tours. — Frois&art, 
Ui&toire du Marechal de Boucicault (Paris, 1097). 
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seek foi anothci ship, to enable them to piocccd with tin 
king’s sei vice They, theicfoie, sent to mastei llano, to sa; 
that they could not go to Constantinople on that clay, as the; 
had piomiscd, but that they would do so some othci day 
and he sent half a pig to the embassy, being one which hac 
been killed lately. 

After waids, on Thuisday the 1 st of November, the am 
bassadors went to Constantinople, and soon found Mastc: 
llano, and otheis of the household of the cmpcioi, at tin 
gate of Qumigo, whcie they weie waiting They thei 
mounted on lioiseback, and went to sec a ckuich callcc 
“ Santa Mana de la Chcmc,” which 13 within the city, anc 
opposite to a mined castle, which used to be a lodging, usee 
by the empeiois. The said castle was destioyed by an em- 
pevoi, because he found his son m it, in a mannei that wil 
be 1 elated to you pxesently 

This chuich of “ Santa Maiia de la Cheme” used to be i 
chapel of the empeioi’s, and the mtenor consists of thiee 
naves, the centre one being the laigcst and most lofty, anc 
the othei two being lowcx. They aie vaulted, and the 
arches connect them together. These naves aie adorned lr 
the following mannei They arc laiscd on gieat pillars 0: 
green jaspei, and then bases are of white maible, inlaid witl 
many figures. The ceilings and the walls, half way up, are 
coveied with flags of jaspei of many colours, with manj 
figures and beautiful works aitificiolly wrought upon them 
The coiling of the centie nave is very rich, made of timbei 
m squaies and beams, all gilded with very fine gold; anc 
though paits of the church weie much out of repair, this 
gilded ceiling looked asfiesh and as beautiful as if it was 
just finished. In the centie nave there was a rich altar anc 
a pulpit, also veiy rich ; and all the furniture of the churcl 
is very lioh and costly, and the roof was all covered with lead 

On the same day the ambassadors went to sec the relics 11 
the church of St. John the Baptist, which weie not shown tc 
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them befoic, foi want of the keys AVlicn they aimed at 
the church, the monks iobcd themselves, and lighted many 
candles, and took the keys, singing and cliaunting all the 
tune They then ascended to a suit of towei, wheic the 
relics weic, and with them tlicic v as a knight of the cmpcioi’s 
household. They then came forth chauntmg \ciy mourn- 
ful hymns, with lighted tapcis, and many incense bcarcis 
before tlicm, and they placed the lclics on a high table 
coveted with a silken cloth, m the body of the dim eh, The 
iclics wcie contained in a culoutcd chest, winch was sealed 
with two seals of white wax, on two plates of silvci. They 
opened it, and took out two laige silver gilt plates, which 
were placed on the top of the iclics. They then produced a 
bag of white dimity, sealed with wax, which they opened, 
and took out a small lound golden casket, m which was the 
bicad which our Loid Jesus Chiisfc ga\c to Judas at the last 
suppei, as a sign who it was who should bctiay him, but he 
was unable to cat it. It was wrapped m a red crape covci, 
and sealed with two waxen seals, and the bicad was about 
three fingers in breadth. 

They then took out a gold casket smallci than the fust, 
iu which thcie was a ciystal case, which was fixed m the cas- 
ket, and which contained some of the blood of oui Lord 
Jesus Cbust, which flowed fiom his side, when it was 
pieiced by Longinus. They also took out another small 
golden casket, the top of which was pieicedlike a giatei, and 
it contained the blood which flowed from a crucifix in the 
city of Beyrout, when a Jew once attempted to injure it. 
They also showed a little case of glass, which had a cover, 
and a little golden chain attached to it ; in which was a small 
led crape cover containing some hairs of the beard of oui 
Lord Jesus Christ, being those which the Jews pulled out, 
when they crucified him. Thcie was also a piece of the stone 
on which oui Lord was placed, when he was taken down 
fiom the cross. They then showed a squaid silver casket, 
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two and a half pul/nos long* which was sealed with six seal 
made of six plates of silvci* and it was opened with a silve: 
key They took out of it a boaid, winch was corned witl 
gold* and on it was the non of the lance with wine h Longmu* 
pieiccd our Loid Jesus Christ. It was as fine as a thorn, 
and of well tempeied iron* and the handle was boicd thiough, 
being about a palmo and two fingers long ; and the blood on il 
was as fiesh as if the deed which was done with it had just 
been committed. It was fixed on the boai d, winch was coy excel 
with gold, and the lion was uot blight* but quite dun Thcie 
was also fixed on this boaid, a piece of the cane which they 
gave oui Loid Jesus Chust, when lie was befoie Pilate II 
was a palmo and a half long ; and near it there was also n 
piece of the sponge with which Jesus Chnst, oui God, was 
given gall and vmegai, when he was on the cross In the 
same case with this boaid* thcie was the gaiment of Jesus 
Chnst* foi which the knights of Pilate cast lots. It was fold- 
ed* and sealed, that people who came to see it might not cut 
hits off, as had been done befoie* but one sleeve was left out- 
side the seals The gaiment was of a red dimity* like mus- 
lin, and the sleeve was nanow* and it was doubled to the 
elbow. It had thiee little buttons* made like twisted coids, 
like the knots on a doublet* and the buttons, and the sleeve* 
and all that could be seen of the skill* seemed to be of a 
dai k i ose coloui * and it did not look as if it had been woven* 
but as if it had been woiked with a needle, for the stnngs 
looked twisted in netwoik* and very tight. When the am- 
bassadors went to see these lelics* the people of the city* who 
knew it* came also* and they all ciied veiy loudly, and said 
then piaycrs. 

On the same day the ambassadors went to see a convent 
of old ladies, called Omnipotens * and they were shown a 
stone of many colours in the church* on which it was said 
that our Lord was placed* when he was taken down from 
the Cross. On if. wprn flin i naro /\P fin/* flivn/i TlTnutrci «. C 
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St John, which they wept when Jesus Clnist, our God, was 
taken down, and these tern s looked fiosh, as if they had just 
fallen. 

In this city of Constantinople thcic is also a church called 
Cf Santa Maiia dc la De&seliia’ 5 ; it is small, and some religious 
canons live in it, who nexthei eat meat, noi drink wine, noi 
eat grease, nor fish containing blood. The body of the chuich 
is inlaid with veiy beautiful mosaic woik, and contains an 
image of the holy Maiy, which is said to have been designed 
and made by the hands of the gloiious and blessed St. Luke. 
They say this image has performed many miracles, and the 
Gieeks shew great devotion foi it. It is painted on a squaic 
hoard, about si xjpalmos m bieadth, and as many long, which 
is covcied with silvei, and inlaid with emcialds, sapphnes, 
topazes, peails, and many othei stones Evciy Tuesday tliei e 
is a giand festival and a gicat ciowd ofieligious persons, and 
the clergy of other churches assemble, and take this image out 
of the church, to a court which is in fiont of it. It is so 
heavy that it takes thiee 01 four men to carry it, with lea- 
thern cords. They then place it m the middle of the corn l, 
and all the people say then prayeis to it, with many tcais 
and groans. Piesently an old man comes and piays before 
the image ; he then lifts it up as if it weighed nothing, and 
caiiies it to chuich It is mai vellous that a single man 
should be able to lift so gicat a weight ; and thoy say that 
no other man, but this one, could laise it, because he comes 
of a lineage by whom it pleases God that it should be lifted. 
On ceitain festivals in the yeai they carry this image to the 
church of St. Sophia, with great solemnity. 

In this church an emperor was buried, father of the em- 
peror who wan dei s outside Constantinople. They say that 
the latter has a right to the empire. The piesent cmpeior 
is called Chiimanoli, which means Manuel, and his brother 
was emperor before him, and had one son, who was so dis- 
obedient to his fathci, that ho intrigued against him. The 
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Tint Mai ad, falhci of bun whom Tnnoui Hog vanquished, 
also had a son at that time, who was disobedient, and the 
sons of the Tuik and the cmpcioi leagued togelhei to depose 
then fatheis Muiadand the cmpcioi of Constantinople also 
joined together against then sons, and attacked them m the 
castle of Gallipoli, which now belongs to the Tuik The 
fatheis agiced that when they captured then sons, they would 
put then eyes out. When tins happened, the Tuik put Ins 
son’s eyes out , and the cmpcior had compassion on Ins son, 
and did not wish to hint lnra, but ouleied lnm to be put in 
a daik puson, and finally caused him to lose Ins sight, with 
hot basins Aftci some time he consented that Ins son's 
wife should go to him m jmson, and she used ceitam lemc- 
dics, which enabled him to see a little One day, when this 
woman was with the empeioi’s son, she saw a great seipent 
come out of a laige hole, and she told lici husband ; and ho 
said to the woman that she must point out to him the place 
wheie the seipent had entcicd, and he waited there until 
it appioached, and killed it with his hands It was vciy 
huge and wondeiful, and they showed it to the empcioi. 
When he saw it, he felt gicat compassion foi his son, and 
oidcrcd him to be libeiatcd. 

Aftei a shoit time, the son letumed to his evil practices, 
seized upon his father the emperor, and kept him prisoner 
for some time, until he was liberated by his knights, when 
the son fled. The father destroyed the castle in which his 
son had seized him, disinherited him, and left the emphe to 
his brother Chirmanoli, who now enjoys it. 

His son left a son whom they call Dcmctiius ; and it is 
said that he now has a light to the cmpiic, and the question 
is arranged in the following manner : that they shall both 
be called empeiors ; that after the death of him who now 
enjoys the sovereignty of the emphe, the other shall be em- 
peioi ; that after his death, the empire shall go to the son of 
him who is now cmpcroi ; then to the son of the other ; and 
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thus it is ai ranged, but T do not believe that any of these 
anangements will cvei take effect. 

In this city theic is a cistern, very beautiful to behold, 
which they call the cistern of Mohammed This cistern is 
vaulted with cement, and paved with marble, and the ceil- 
ing is laised upon foui bundled and ninety very laigc pillais ; 
and hcie they aie accustomed to collect a gieat volume of 
watci, which suffices foi many people. 

The city of Constantinople is sunounded by a high and 
strong wall, with towcis. The wall has thiee angles, and 
flora angle to angle theic is a distance of six miles, so that 
the whole city is eighteen miles m ciicumfeiencc, which is 
six leagues , two sides lacing the sea, and one facing the land. 
At the angle which docs not face the sea, on a bill, aic the 
palaces of the empcioi 

Though the city is so laigc, it is not all well peopled, foi 
m the middle of it theic aie many enclosuics, wheie theic 
are com fields, and fiuit gaidcns. The most populous part 
is neai the sea, and the greatest liaffic is fiom the city, by 
the gates which open on the sea, especially the gates leading 
to the city of Pera, on account of the ships which go there 
to unload, and because those of both cities pass fiom the 
one to the other, with theii meichandisc. 

This city of Constantinople contains many great chuichcs 
and monastenes, hut most of them are in luins ; though it 
seems clear that, in former times, when the city was in its 
youth, it was the most renowned city in the woild. They 
say that even now there are thiee thousand churches, laige 
and small ; and within the city theie are fountains and wells 
of sweet water ; and in a part below the church which is 
dedicated to the Holy Apostle, theie is a budge leaching 
fiom one valley to another, over houses and gardens, by 
which water used to come, foi the irrigation of those gardens. 

In a street which leads to one of the gates of the city, op- 
posite Pera, there is a pair of stocks fixed m the giound, for 
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men who aic to be imprisoned, 01 who bicak any of (he* city 
legulations, 01 who sell meat 01 biead with iaho weights, 
Such pcisons aic taken to this place, and left thcie day and 
night, exposed to the weathei Between the city walls and 
the sea, opposite Pei a, thcie arc many houses, in which 
many things aic sold, and wai chouses. 

The city of Constantinople is ncai the sea, as you have 
been told, and two sides face the sea, and m fiont is the 
city of Pei a. Between the two cities is the poit, and Con- 
stantinople is thus like Seville, and Pei a is like Tnana, with 
the poit and the ships between them , and the Giceks do not 
call it Constantinople as wc do, but Escomboli. 

Peia is a small city, but well peopled and suiroundcd 
with a wall, and it contains good and handsome houses It 
is inhabited by Genoese, and is a lordship of Genoa. It is 
peopled by Genoese and Giceks, and is so close to the sea, 
that between the wall and the water theic is not sufficient 
bieadth for a cariack to pass. The wall luns along the 
shoie, and then ascends a hill, on the top of which there is 
a gieat towei, whence the city is watched This hill, how- 
evei, is not so high as anothei outside the town, which rises 
above it , and on that eminence the Turk encamped when 
he besieged Pei a and Constantinople, and heic they fought, 
and huiled missiles fiom engines. The Tuik twice assaulted 
the city, and blockaded it by sea and land for six months, 
with foni hundred thousand men on land, and sixty galleons 
and ships by sea; hut they were unable to enter, noi even 
to occupy a suburb, so that it seems that the Turks aie not 
good combatants, as they could not enter The sea between 
Pcra and Constantinople is nariow, not being more than a 
mile acioss, which is the third of a league; and this sea 
selves as the poit foi both cities ; and I hold it to he the 
best and most beautiful in the world, and the most secure 
fiom all winds Vessels lying in it are also secure fiom 
enemies, who cannot enter if both cities aie of one mind. 
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It is vciy deep and cleai, so that the laigcst ship can come 
close to the walls, and place a gangboaid to the shoie 

The land of Tmkey is also veiy close to these two cities, 
and opposite Constantinople, on the land of Turkey, theie 
is a plain neai the sea, called Scutan Many vessels pass 
fioni these cities to the land ol Tmkey cvciy day. 

The Genoese obtained the city of Pcia in the following 
way. They bought the site, as much as a bullock’s hide cut 
into stups would go round, from an empcior, and on it they 
have built the city ; and they made two walls, m which they 
enclosed two suburbs which were neai the city. But the 
piimaiy juiisdiction over the city belongs to the emperoi, 
and he has ccitam lights ovci it. The Genoese call this 
city Pcia, hut the Ciecks call it Galata, and they give it 
this name because, befoie the city was built, theie weic 
ccitain places hcie, wlicie flocks of sheep wcie collected 
cveiy day, and they took the milk fiom those which they weic 
going to sell m the city, and for this 1 cason they call it 
Galata, which means the milk yard, for milk m their lan- 
guage is gala . It is now ninety-six years, a little moie or 
less, since this city was built. 

Tkcic arc two very handsome monasteries in Pera, one 
dedicated to St. Paul, the other to St Fiancis. The am- 
bassadors went to see them both. 

The monastery of St. Fiancis is lichly ornamented, and 
contains several relics. First they weic shown a glass case, 
veiy lichly adorned, and set on a silvei gilt stand, m which 
were the bones of the blessed St. Androw and the glorious 
St. Nicholas, and the dress of the blessed and glorious St. 
Fiancis. In anothei case there were the bones of St. Cathc- 
lmc, of the blessed Sfc. Louis of Fiance, and of St. Li of 
Genoa ; and in another theie were the hones of the inno- 
cents. They were also shewn the aim of St Pantaloon, the 
arm of St. Mary Magdalene, of St. Luke, three heads of the 
eleven hundred virgins, a bone of St, Ignatius, the right 
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aim of St Stephen, the fiist rnaityi, with tho hand missing, 
the head and aim of St Anne The latter wanted one 
fingei, and they say that the cmpeioi of Constantinople took 
it away to put amongst his relics, and that thcie was a 
law suit about it They weie also shewn a silver cioss inlaid 
with stones, in the centie of which a small cioss was fixed, 
made of the wood of the most holy tiue cioss, and a nclily orna- 
mented glass case, containing a bone of the glonous St Basil, 
They then examined a uchly gilded silvei cioss, inlaid with 
many stones, on which many lelics of saluts weie fixed. 
Next they saw a glass case containing a silvei hand, holding 
a bone of the blessed St. Lloicnte, idles of St. John, St 
Dionysius, and many othez things belonging to the saints 

They say that these lehes weie taken, when Constanti- 
nople was occupied by the Latins ; that aftei wards they were 
claimed by the Gieek Patnaich, and that thcie was a law- 
suit about them. The ambassadors weie also shown some 
very nch dresses, chalices, and ci osscs. 

In this monastery is intei red, befoic the high altai, the body 
of the giand maislial of Fiance who fought the Tuik, when 
he xouted the Fiench who came with the king of Hung my ; l 
and in the monasteiy of St. Paul lies mtcired the body of the 
loid of Tiuxi, and many othei knights slain by the Turk, after 
they had yielded, and he had leceived a ransom for them. 

The said ambassadois were m the city of Pcia, fiom the 
Wednesday on which they ainved to Tuesday the 13th of 
November, foi dui mg all that time they could not find a 
vessel to take them to Tiebizond; and, as the winter was 
approaching, and the sea is very dangerous for navigating 
during the winter, they took a galliot to prevent further 
delay, the mastci of which was a Genoese named Nioolo 
Socato, and they caused him to obtain sailors and provisions ; 
and they intended to have sailed on the said Thursday, had 
not seveial accidents prevented them. 

1 At the battle of Nicopohs 
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On Wednesday* the 14th of Novcmbei* at the hour of mass* 
they made sail* and set out with a fau wind down the stiait* 
which foims the mouth of the great sea. At the thiid hour 
they were off a tower* which stands close to the sea on the 
Grecian side* called Trapea, They went into port at this 
place* filled up with water, and had dinner. After dinner 
they continued theii voyage, and soon aftei wards they passed 
two castles on hills near the sea* the one being called (e El 
Guiiol de la Giecia*” and the other u El Guirol do la Tur- 
quia* 53 the foimcr being m Greece* and the other in Tui key. 
The Grecian tower is mined and deserted, but the Turkish 
one is inhabited. In the sea* between these two castles* 
there is a tower surrounded by the water \ and at the foot 
of the Turkish castle there is a tower built on a rock* with a 
wall connecting them. Formerly a chain was stretched fiom 
one tower to the other, and when the land on both sides be- 
longed to the Greeks, these castles were used to guaid this 
stiait ; and any vessel passing fiom the greater sea to Pera 
and Constantinople, or from Pera to the sea* was stopped by 
a chain stretched across from one castle to the other, and 
was thus detained until the dues were paid. 
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At the hour of vespers they leached the entrance of the 
greater sea, but, as it was late, they anchoied and remained 
until the next day. This stiait is vciy nauow, and the land 
of Turkey is on the light hand, and the land of Greece on 
the left; and on both sides many cliuiches wcie in sight, 
close to the sea. 

In the middle of the night they entcied the great sea, and 
then couisc was close to the land of Tuikey. At the thud 
hour, being undei sail with a fail wind, the mast was 
spiung; and they went on undei oais, close in shoic, until 
they had fished the mast A little after noon, next day, they 
weie off a small castle, on the top of a lock, in the land of 
Tuikey, and almost surrounded by the sea. It is called the 
castle of Sequello. As it was near the hour of Ave Manas 
they put into a port, in a small island belonging to the 
Genoese, called Fmogia. The governor of the city of Pei a 
had sent two aimed vessels to this sea, to watch foi the Vene- 
tian ships, which would have to come fiom the sea of Tana, 1 
laden with merchandize ; and which would be unsuspicious, 
as their captains did not know of the war. One of these 
Genoese vessels was at anchor off this island of Fmogia. 

On Friday they intended to sail, but the wind was foul, 
and they had to lemam. This island of Fmogia is a small 
island, and uninhabited, and two miles fiom the coast of 
Tuikey. As this poit was not safe, they intended to make 
for the poit of Carpi, 2 about six miles distant, where the 
other Genoese caiiack was waiting foi the Venetian ships; 
but the boatswain said that it was better to lcmain where 
they were, than to go to Caipi, so they went a little closer 
in. In the middle of the night the wind rose, and the sea 
got up ; and the boatswain, thinking they would be safer 
under the lee of the carrack, got the vessel under weigh, 
and tiied to reach the canack by means of oars ; but they 
could not, for the wind inci eased to a gale ; so that when 
1 AzofF. * Kirpo or Calpe ? 



52 


THE VOYAGE FROM 


tlicy tiled to return to the position which they had left, they 
could not. When they saw that they could ncithei leacli 
the caixack nor the poit, they lot go two anchois. The 
gale still increased, and the anchois came home, so that the 
galliot was diiftcd close to the locks; but it pleased oui 
Loid God that the anchois at length found holding giound, 
so that the vessel did not touch the locks, foi if she had 
touched, she would have gone to pieces 

Meanwhile the gale inci cased in a fnghtful way, and 
evciy pei son commended himself to God oui Lord, foi they 
thought they would never escape; and the waves rose so 
high that theybioke over the vessel, and she woikcd much, 
and made much watei, so that the people could do nothing 
but wait, and hope foi the mcicy of oui most blessed Loul 
God. If it had been cleai they would have made sail, and 
stood m for the land, but it was daik, and they knew not 
wheie they were. 

The carrack, which was off Cai pi, being also in this stoim, 
her people weighed her, and she was like to lun foul of 
the galliot; but it pleased oui Lord God to succour hei, and 
she passed without touching , and they let go the anchors 
of the said canack, but they uould not hold, and she 
drifted on shore. Bcfoie day, she had gone to pieces, so that 
theie was nothing left of her; but hei people escaped m a 
boat, losing all they had on boaid. The mast and bowspiit 
of the canack floated close to the galliot, and if they had 
touched hei, she would have been dcstioyed ; but it pleased 
our Loid God, and his blessed Motbci, to protect the galliot 
from the wreck of the carrack, so that it did hei no damage. 
But the galliot continued to make much water, insomuch 
that she was in dangei of sinking. 

They lemained in this condition until dawn, when the 
wind changed, and became fair foi the land of Tuikey The 
yaid was, thcrefoie, turned round, but there weie few to 
assist in working the sail, as the greater part of the ciew 
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weic moie dead than alive, so that if death had ically come, 
they would not have caied much. Thus sail was made; 
and the people of the carrack, who had escaped to an island, 
fully believed that the galliot had gone down, and that all 
on boatd had penshed, and they wcie astonished when 
they saw the galliot undei sail, as they aftcrwaids 1 elated, 
saying that they thought the galliot had sunk aflci she 
paitcd fiom the canack; and they added that, bcfoic they 
sawhei, they had piayed to God oui Loid to delivci the 
galliot and hei ciew, and, if she had gone oil slime, that 
the people might be saved. 

The ambassadois, aftei they had landed, sot about dili- 
gently to get the piescnts, sent by the lung, taken out of the 
galliot and landed. They wcie all taken on slime, nothing 
being lost, but this was done with gicat tiouble and dangci ; 
for, the galliot being agiound, the sea swept into her, and 
at intei vals the swell caused by the tempest broke ovci liei ; 
and m the lulls the men cauicd the things to the land, and 
thus all the king’s piopeity was saved. In a vmy short 
time, however, the galliot was bioken up, and hci caigo was 
piled up m a heap. The boatswain of the galliot then said 
to the ambassadors that, as all these things wcie now on 
shoic, the Tuiks would come and take possession of them 
for tlicir king. 

In this state of things, some Tuiks came and asked who 
they weie , and they replied that they were Gcnoeso of 
Pera, and that they had come in the carrack which was lost 
m that haibonr the night befoie, and that they wished to 
convey the piopeity piled on the beach to the othei cairack 
which was at Caipi, and that, if they could piocuic horses, 
they would pay for them The Ttuks said that they could 
have hoises from the neighbouring villages; and, accord- 
ingly, a number of people came with horses on the follow- 
ing Sunday, which conveyed the ambassadors and their 
piopeity to Carpi, where the other cairack was. The said 
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ambassadors found the cairack m poit, and they went to 
speak with Mastei Ambiosio, the captain of her, and to 
lclate the disaster which had befallen them, and how the 
othci eanack was wieckcd The captain said that, foi 
the sci vice of the king of Castille, they might use the said 
caiiack as if she was their own, and that they might put all 
their things on boaid. He also said that he would tell the 
Tuiks of the place, that they wcic people belonging to the 
othei caiiack. So they diessed the ambassadoi of Timoui 
Beg, who was with them, like a Chiistian, and said that he 
came fiom the city of Pera , for if the Turks had recognized 
him, they would have killed him. When everything was 
put on board the caiiack, they all undci stood that God oui 
Loid had peifonned many miracles for them, in many ways. 

The fiist, in the escape from so gieat and destructive a 
tempest, for the captain and maimers who weie there, said 
that they had navigated that sea for twelve years, and had 
never seen one equal to it ; the second miracle of oiu Lord 
God was displayed m saving the people, and the pioperty 
of our lord the king, and m their not being robbed by the 
Turks, or by the manners, and the thud, in the discovery 
of that othei caiiack, which, the captain said, was also 
neaily lost. They remained in that poit until the following 
Tuesday, hoping foi a fair wind ; and on that day a Turk 
who was chief of a village, came to the ambassadoi s, and said 
to them, that they had taken clothes and other things 
thiough the temtoiy of his mastei, on which they ought to 
pay duty. He demanded payment ,* and this was because 
the Turks had found out that they were not Genoese, nor of 
the city of Pera ; and if they had caught them on shore, 
they would have detained them. In the afternoon of the 
same day they made sail, to return to the city of Pera. 

Early on Thursday morning, the &£nd of November, 
they reached the city of Pera, and the ambassadors caused 
all their things to be taken to the city, and all their 
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acquaintances said that, considering the tempest* and the 
place where they were wieelced, it was a wondei they 
had escaped. The ambassadors deshed to find some way of 
continuing their voyage, but they could not find a ship to 
enter and navigate the great sea, as winter had already 
set in, and the ships which w r cre bound for Trcbissond, had 
cithoi not stuited, or had returned to wintci at Fora, and 
wait until the month of Match. 

The 1 cason why this sea is so dangcious is that it is 
round, and thiee thousand miles m circuit, and it has only 
one entiance, namely the stiait neai the city of Pci a. It is 
suiiounded by veiy high mountains, and many gicat rivers 
fall into it. The sea boils and lises into gieat waves, when 
the wind springs up. This sea is also dangcious because, 
when ships approach the stiait, it is very difficult to know 
it, and if they miss it, they go on shore and aic lost, as has 
happened many times; also, if when the stiait is made out, 
and the vessel is near it, any of the gales arise, she is m 
danger of being dnven on shore, and in this mannci a vessel 
was lately lost which was coming fiom Caffa. 1 

At this time six Venetian galleys arrived at the great city 
of Constantinople, to meet the ships which wcie coming from 
Tana. The empeioi oideied them to be brought close to the 
city, and said to the captains that the haibour was his, that he 
was at peace both with them and with the Genoese ; and 
that they must not attack each other. The Genoese and 
Venetians, thciefore, made a truce, for a coitain period, 
and the Venetian ships passed 

1 a Of one thousand Tuikish vessels which skim over the waters of 
this sea every year, five hundred are said to ho wrecked as a matter of 
course The winds sometimes will blow from all the four quarters of 
heaven within two houis time, agitating the waters like a boiling caul- 
dron Tense fogs obscure the air during the winter, by the assistance 
of which the Turkish vessels continually mistake the entrance of a 
valley, called the false Bogaz, for the ontranco of the Bosphoius, and 
are wrecked perpetually.” — Curzon’s Armenia , 
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Tlie ambassadois wcie obliged to lemam m the city of 
Peia all the wintci, as they could not find a ship. At length 
they secuied a galliot of nineteen pans of oais, and they 
caused her to be aimed, which cost a laige sum of money, 
and she was armed and leady by the month of March. The 
owneis of this galliot wcie Mastei Nicholas Pisano, and 
Masfcei Loienzo Veneciano The ambassadois secuied this 
galliot, so as to reach the wintei quaiters of Timoui Beg, 
befoie he left them ; and the first vessel which enteicd the 
gicat sea, duzing that year, was the above mentioned galliot. 

On Thursday, the 30th day of March, m the year of oui 
Loid 1404, the galliot was ready, and the ambassadors staited 
m the afternoon, at the hour of vespeis ; the ambassador, 
whom Timoui Beg had sent to oui loid the king, accompany- 
ing them On that day they did not go beyond the columns, 
about a mile from Pei a, as they had to take m water tlicie 
On Fnday they staited again, and enteied the gieat sea, 
with a fan wind, at the hour of mass. At vespers they 
leached the castle of Sequel, and remained there until mid- 
night, when they again made sail. At vespeis they were off 
Finogia, wheie the othci galliot was lost, but, as they had no 
wish to stop theie, they went on, and at night they wcie off 
a uvei in Turkey, and it fell calm, so they remained outside 
the port. 

On the following Sunday, at vespers, they were m a port, 
which is near a Tuikish town called Pontoraquia, belonging 
to Mizal Mathalabi, the eldest son of the Tuik. 

On Monday they still remained, on account of the contrary 
winds. The town of Pontoraquia is built on some locks ncai 
the sea, and on the highest there is a castle, which is very 
strong. The town is thinly populated, the people being all 
Greeks, except a few Tuiks ; and it used to belong to the 
empire of Constantinople. They say that, about thirty years 
ago (more or less), the empeior of Constantinople sold it to 
the Tuik, who waB father of Mizal Mathalabi, for so many 
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thousand ducats This town was vciy famous foi its good 
haiboui, and it takes its name fiom the empcioi who built it, 
whose name was Ponto, and from the land, which they call 
Raquia. 1 

In the evening, on Tuesday, the 25th of March, they again 
staitcd, and were off a castle of the land of Tuilcey, neai 
the sea, called Rio. It is uninhabited, and at the foot of it 
theie is a haiboui They could not land, because thcie were 
large bodies of Tuiks theie, who had come to the coast, 
whcic they weie seen fiom the galliot At midnight the 
galliot went on, and at dawn she was off the mouth of a 
nvei called Far ten/ They cnteicd it, to proem e water, and 
at the entiance theie were some very high locks, on the top 
of one of which there was a tower, built to guaid the entiance, 
that galliots might not be able to anchor. Presently they 
depaited fiom this place, and at noon they were off a town 
called Samastro 8 

This town of Samastro belongs to the Genoese, and is near 
the sea, m the land of Tuikey, on a very high hill. Opposite 
this hill, but more inland, theie is anothei on which the town 
is built, and both are sui rounded by a wall ; and from one 
hill to the other there is a gieat aich, like a bridge, by which 
people pass, and it has two gates, one at each end The town 
is small, and the houses aie small, hut outside the walls theie 
aie rums of gieat edifices, churches, palaces, and houses, 
and it seemed that m foimcr days the best part of the town 
was outside the walls. 

They remained that day, and Thuisday, and on good 
Friday they got under weigh, and reached a port called 
fC the two castles”, at the hour of vespeis. On Saturday they 
went on, and there was a dense fog. Afterwards thcie was 
a fresh breeze, and the sea rose, and made great waves ; and 
they knew not whether they were near or fai from land, 

1 Horaoleia Pontica ? 3 Barfe&n, the ancient Paifchemus 

** Amastris, the modem Ama&ora 7 
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Affcei mid-day they weie off a castle in Tuikey, called Nino- 
poll/ but there was no anchoiage, so they went on. At ves- 
peis the fog letumed, so that they could not see the land, 
and night came on, while they knew not whcie they weie. 
The sea lose, and some said that they had passed the har- 
bour, otheis that they had not come abieast of it yet; and 
while they weie thus consulting, they heaid the baik of a 
dog, so those in the galliot shouted, and those m the castle 
heaid them, and showed a light, so that the galliot reached 
the poit. Outside theie weie locks, ovei which the sea 
broke, and, not knowing the entrance, they weie in danger , 
but a sailoi swam on shoie, and took a lantern, lighting up 
the entiance, so that the galliot entered in safety 

On Eastei Sunday they weie in this haiboui On the top 
of a lock there was a very stiong castle called Quinoli, 8 
belonging to a Moorish knight called Espandiai, who is loid 
of much land, and tubutaiy to Timour Beg, whose money is 
used m this land. The loid was not there, but his lieutenant, 
when he knew that the ambassadors wore on boaid, came to 
see them, with a sheep, fowls, bread, and wine, as presents. 
In the forests near the castle of Qumoli, theie is the best 
wood for cioss bows m all Romania. 

On Monday, the Slst of Maich, they sailed, and at 
vespers they ariived in the poit of a city, which is called 
Sinope, and anchored theie. This city belongs to Espan- 
diar, and when the ambassadors arrived there, they found 
that he was not there, but in another city, thiee days 
journey distant, called Castamea, 8 with forty thousand men, 
fighting against the son of the Tuik, who hated him, because 
he paid tiibute to Timoui Beg. The ambassadois desued 
much to go there, that they might obtain intelligence of 
Timour, and they held counsel together, about going on 
shore. The leason why the lord of this land pays tribute to 

1 Ionopolis, now Amabol ? 9 Cmolis. 

8 Kastamum or Oastamon. 
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Timour, is that the Tiuk Bayazid, whom Timoui conquered, 
hilled Ins father and deprived linn of his land; but when 
Timoui Beg was vietonous, lie icstoied all the land to this 
knight, named Espandiai. 

Eaily on Satui day, the 5th of April, the ambassadois left 
this poit, but it fell calm, and the galliot lemamcd out at 
sea, dm mg the night. On Sunday they wcic oiT a town, near 
the sea, called Simiso, 1 which lias two castles, one belonging 
(o the Genoese, and the olliei, with the town, to a Mussul- 
man named Clialabi , but they did not wish to touch llicic, 
so they wcie out at sea duimg that night also, w lien theic 
was a calm On Monday, at noon, they 1 cached a harboui, 
whcie tlieic was a castle called JJinio, 15 wlicic they anchoicd, 
because the wind was foul. Netu the port, on some high 
locks, there was a small town, inhabited by Giccks, and on 
a veiy high lull* near the town, tlicie was a castle, in which, 
they say, live three bundled Turks Tins castle and town 
belongs to a Greek lord named Melascno, who pays tribute 
to Timour Beg Close to the sea there wnc some small 
blacksmiths’ shops, fox in that place the sea llucw up a fine 
black sand, from which they made iron. 

On Tuesday they dcpailcd fiom this place ; hutthcic was 
a foul wind, so they took shelter in a haiboui of the land of 
Tmkey, called Leona, whore there was a castle on some 
rocks ncai the sea, which was uninhabited, and they said 
that it was pillaged by the Genoese, four years ago. This 
land belonged to a Turkish lord called Arzamir, Leaving 
this place, they passed a small castle, on the top of a rock, 
neat the sea, called Santo Nicio, and, owing to the foul 
wind, they anchored off the mouth of a rivci, and there 
wcie several villages in sight, belonging to the said Arzamu, 
who was said to possess as many as ten thousand or more 
cavaliy, and he paid tribute to Timour Beg. 

On Wednesday theic was a fair wind, but much rain, and 
1 Samsun ? 3 Unieh, 
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they were off a town neai the sea, called Gmnfonda, on the 
top of a high lock, with a gieat wall sunouiidmg it, witlmi 
which theie weie many fiuit tices At noon they weie off a 
great town, on the sea slioie, called Tnpil, 1 which is in the 
teuitoiy of the empeior of Tiebizond, and soon aftci they 
passed a castle, neai the sea, called Oorila, but they did not 
desue to touch at these places, because thexe was a fail wind. 
At the houi of vespers they were off a castlo called Viopoli, 
whoie they anchoicd for the night. On Thuisday fchcic was 
a foul wind, with a heavy sea, and they anchoicd off a castle 
called Sanfoca, to refresh the people. Leaving this place, 
they came to a poit called Platana, at the houi of vespcis , 
and as the wind was still contxaiy, they did not attempt to 
reach Tiebizond that night, though it was not moic than 
twelve miles distant. During the night the wind was veiy 
strong, and the waves lose, so that they were m some dangei. 

On Fuday, the 11th of Apiil, at the hour of vespeis, they 
reached the city of Trebizond, and fiom the city of Pei a, 
whence they came in this galliot, to this city of Tiebizond 
the distance is nine hundred and sixty miles.* The Genoese 
lesided in a fine castle, outside the walls of the city, and the 
ambassadois went to lodge thcic, as then guests, and weie 
honorably received. 

1 Teieboh a Tho distance ib six hundred miles 
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On Satunlay, tho 12th of Apul, the Emperoi of Ticbizond 
scut foi the ambassadois, and when they ai rived at Ins palace, 
they found him in a saloon, which was in an uppci stoiy ; 
and he received them veiy well Aftci the) had spoken 
with him, they icturned to then lodging. With the cin- 
pcioi was his son, who was about twenty-five yeais of ago , 
and the emperor was tall and handsome. The emperor and 
his sou were dressed in impel lal lobes They wore, on then 
heads, tall hats sunnounted by golden cords, on the top of 
which weie cianes’ feathers ; and the hats were bound with 
the skins of maitens. They call the empcior Gcrmanoli, 1 
and his son Quelex and they call the son emperor as well 
as the father, because it is the custom to call the eldest 
legitimate son cm^ or, although his fatlici may be alive ; 
and the Greek name foi empexot, is Ilasileus This emperor 
pays tribute to Timour Beg, and to otliei Tuiks, who are his 
neighbours. He is married to a i elation of the Emperor 
of Constantinople, and his son is married to the daughter 
of a knight of Constantinople, and has two little daughters.** 

1 Manuel II. 8 Alexin 

1 Tho eropne oi Tichizond was founded hy the Oomneni, when tltoy 
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On Sunday afternoon, the ambast»adois being m then 
lodging, two knights came to see them, the most honored 
and confidential of the cmpcroi’s household The first was 
named Hoi chi, which means the page who beais the bow 
befoie the cmpcior , and the othei Piotovestati, which means 
the same as tieasuicr. The lattei was vciy intimate with 
the empcioi, who did nothing in the empiic against liis 
advice, and they say that he was of base lineage, the son of 
a bakei. They also say that the young emperor, seeing that 
his father made so much of this knight, and that he took no 
notice of the nobles of the empire, was enraged, and rose 
against his father, saying that he must dismiss this man. 
He made war, and besieged the city for thiee months, being 
assisted by the gieatest men of the empire , but aftenvaids 
they came to an agiecment, thiough Hoicln, who w<ib a 
fnend of the young empeioi, and of the otheis who had 
lisen ; nevertheless theie aftci wards succeeded dishonoui, 
tiouble, and injury to the said empcroi, through his friend- 
ship for this cavaliei. 

The city of Tiebizond is built near the sea, and its wall 
lises up ovci some rocks, and on the highest part tlicie is a 
very strong castle, which has another wall round it A 
small river passes by the castle, and dashes ovei the rocks, 
and on this side the city is very stiong, but on the other 
side it is on open ground. Outside the city walls tlicie arc 
suhuibs, and the most beautiful pail is a sticet ncai the sea, 
which is m one of these subuibs, whcie they sell all the 
things required in the city. On the shore thcic aie two 
castles, with strong walls and towers, one belonging to the 

fled fiom the cruelty of Isaac Angolas, at Constantinople, in 1186 . 
Alexis Comnenus assumed the title of Emperor of Trobizond. II 14 
descendants retained the title, and rnlod over this small torritoiy, until 
David Comnenus was deposed by Mohammed II in 1461 . 

The Emperor of Tiebizond, at the time when Clavijo passed through 
the city, was Manuel II, who paid tribute to Timour. lie died in 1412 , 
and was succeeded by his son Alexis IV. 
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Venetians and the othci to the Genoese, and they hold them 
with the consent of the cmpcioi. 

Outside the city, thcic aie many clnuchcs and monas- 
tones In this city the Aimcnians have a cliuich and a 
bishop, and they conseciatc the body of God 111 the same 
way as the Catholics; hut the piicst, when lie di esses, 
docs not put the stole with the cioss on Ins bieast, and 
vihen he leads the gospel, he turns Ins face to the people 
When they conseciatc, they do not put watei m the chalice 
They confess, and fast dui mg Lent, and cat meat on Satin- 
days, and at Eastci Dui mg Lent then fast consists in 
not eating fish, no 1 oil, nor suet, and the common people 
eat fish, hut do not drink wine. Fiom Easter to Pente- 
cost they eat meat every day, as well on Fridays ns on othci 
days m the week They say that Jesus Christ was baptised 
on the day lie was born, and they have other cirois in 
then faith, but they aie veiy religious, and hear mass very 
devoutly. 

The Giccks aie also a veiy devout people, but they have 
several ends in the ai tides of their faith. In the first 
place they consecrate bread which contains leaven; and 
make it in this way — they take a loaf, about the size of a 
man’s hand, and m the middle they make an impiossion, 
with certain lettcis, the size of a dobla , 1 which they conse- 
ciatc. The priest who says mass, woais an ornament bolore 
him ; and when he has consecrated the bread, he puts it on 
his head, in a white cloth, and, singing, goes forth to the 
people, who all put their faces to the giound, crying, and 
smiting thcii bosoms, and saying they aie not worthy to see 
it The priest then returns to the altar, and consumes tho 
impression which is xn the middle of the bread. When mass 
is said, he takes the remainder of the bread, breaks it, as if 
it was consecrated, and gives it to the people. When the 
piiests officiate at mass, they do not have cither books or 
1 An ol<l Sottish com. 
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bolls m the churches (except m St. Sophia, at Constan- 
tinople) The clergy aie mamed, but they do not many 
more than once, and with a viigm. When then wives die, 
they do not mairy again, but lernain widowers, and they aie 
veiy unhappy foi the lest of their lives. They only say 
mass twice a week, on Satuidays and Wednesdays , and when 
they have to say mass, they lcmam m the chuicli all the 
week, and do not go out, 01 to then houses. They have 
six fasts m the ycai, m which they do not dunk wine, noi 
cat fish which has blood, noi oil, and the cleigy do not go 
to their houses, during these fasts ; which occur as follows . 
— the fiist is fiom 1st of August to St. Maiy’s day in the 
middle of August, the second, fiom St Catlienne’s day to 
the Nativity; the llmd is the foity days of Lent, which wc 
also keep , the fouitk is ioi twcnty-foui days, in honoui of 
the twelve Apostles , the fifth is foi fifteen days, m honoui 
of a saint, whom they call Saint Demetrius ; and tlnoughout 
the year, they do not eat meat, neither on Wednesdays nor 
on Fndays; but they eat meat on Saturdays They keep 
Wednesdays very stiictly, and would rather eat meat on 
Fndays, than on Wednesdays : for they do eat meat on the 
following four Fridays in the ycai, namely, the Friday 
before Christmas day, the Friday in Carnival week, the 
Fnday after Easter, and the Fnday bcfoie Pentecost. They 
cn m their doctiinc of baptism, and m other things ; and 
when any one dies, who has done evil in this life, and is a 
great sinner, they dress him in cloths, and change his name, 
that the devil may not know him. They hold these, and 
otliei erroneous opinions, yet they are very devout, and say 
long prayers. 

The Giceks aie armed with bows and swords, and other 
arms like the Turks, and they have cavali y. 

The ambassadors weie in this city of Tiebizond from the 
Friday on which they amved, being the 11th of April, until 
Saturday the £6th of the same month ; preparing harness for 
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their horses, and othei things necessary for a journey by 
land. On Sunday, the 37th of April, the ambassador set 
out accompanied by a guard which was piovided foi them, 
by 01 dei of the empeioi, to guide them thiough Ins tem- 
toiy. On the same day they slept ncai a uvei called Pcxic, 
in a mined cliuich. The road led over high hills, which 
>veio inhabited, and coveicd witli com, and nulls, and many 
sti earns flowed from these lulls. 

On Monday they left this halting place, and the guard 
which the cmpeior had given them tinned hack, and said 
that they could not go any fuitliei, foi feat of the enemies 
of the cmpeioi , but the ambassadors went on then way. 
At the houi of vospcis they came to a castle belonging to 
the empeior, called Filomazuca, built on a very high rock. 
The entiancc to it is by steps ; and theic weie a few houses 
in the face of the l ock. The road, on this day, was vei y 
good foi tiavelhng, and led thiough veiy beautiful moun- 
tains ; but they found that a gieat piece of rock had fallen, 
which blocked up the load, and a uvei, so that the ambas- 
sadors could not pass without trouble ; and on that day 
they did not ti avel far, and encamped m the open plain. 

On Tuesday they travelled on a very bad load, over very 
high mountains, covered with snow, and traveled by many 
streams ; and at night they encamped neai a castle called 
Sigana, which Is on the top of a high rock, the only entrance 
to which was by a wooden bridge, leading fiom a rock to the 
gate of the castle. The owner of the castle was a Greek 
knight, named Quirilco Aibosita. 

On Wednesday they canic to a castle, on a high rock near 
the road, called Cadaca, on one side of which there was a river, 
and on the other a precipice, and the road led through a very 
narrow pass, between the river and ihe foot of the castle rock, 
so that only one man could pass at a time. A few men in 
the castle might defend this pass against an array, and in all 
this country there is no other pass* Men camo foilh from 
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the castle, and demanded a toll fiom the ambassadois, for 
their effects. Tins castle always contains thieves and bad 
men; and the loid of it is also a thief, and this load is 
not used, except when many mcichants tiavcl togcthci, 
and give a gicat piesent to the loid of this land, and to 
his men. Thice leagues beyond this castle there was a 
towei, on the top of a high lock, in a nanow pass ; and at 
the hour of vespets they appioached a castle, on a high lull, 
called Donle, which looked very beautiful, and the road 
came close to it. The ambassadois undoi stood that the loid 
of the countiy lived in that castle, so they sent an inter- 
preter to let him know who they were ; and when they ap- 
pioached the foot of the castle, a man on horseback came out 
to them, and said that the loid of the castle desired that 
they should stop, and they put their luggage in a chuich 
close by. The man then told them that it was the custom 
for those who travelled on that road, to pay a ceitain duty to 
the loid of the castle, and that they were expected to do so. He 
said that his mastei had people in the mountains, who weie 
making war on the Turks ; and that he lived by the dues 
taken fiom travelleis who used that load, and by the spoils 
taken from his enemies. When the ambassadois wished to 
visit the loid of the castle, to show him such courtesy as he 
might desire, his men would not consent, and said that they 
should not go to him, but that next morning he would come 
to them. 

On Thuisday, the 1st of May, Cabasica, the loid of the 
castle, came to the place where the ambassadors were encamped, 
with thirty men on horseback, armed with bows and anows. 
They all got off their horses, and sat down, and Cabasica made 
the ambassadors sit down near him, and said to them that his 
countiy was baiien and craggy, as they might see, that ho 
was always at war with the Tuiks, who were his neighbours, 
that he and his people had nothing to live upon, except what 
was given them by those who passed that way, and what they 
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lobbed fiom their neighboius He, tlicicfoic, dcsiicd that 
they would help him, with some clothing and money 

The ambassadors leplied that they wcie not mci chants, 
but ambassador, whom then loid the king oi Spam had sent 
to the loid Timoin Beg, and that they had nothing but what 
they weie taking to the said Timoiu ; and the ambassador 
fiom Timoiu Beg said that he knew w r ell that the empcior 
of Trcbizond was loid of that land, and that lie w*as a vassal 
of Timoui Beg , adding that the things they had w ith them 
belonged to Tnnoui, and that the}" ought to he allowed to 
pass safely thiough that land They ol tlio castle leplied 
that what he had said was true, but that they bad nothing 
to live on, except what they had aheady described, and that, 
at all events, they must give them what they demanded* 
The ambassadors, seeing then determination, produced a 
piece of scarlet, and a silver cup ; and Timour Beg’s am- 
hassadoi gave a scailet cloth made in Florence, and a piece 
of fine lmcn ; but they w r cic not satisfied with all this, and 
asked foi moic Notwithstanding all the corn tcous speeches 
that were made to them, they caied nothing foi them, hut 
continued to insist upon being given what they demanded, 
and declaicd that woitU were woith nothing The ambassa- 
dors tbcicfoie bought a piece of camlet fiom ameichant wdio 
was with them, and gave it to the people of. the castle. At 
last they w r erc satisfied, and the loid of the castle said that 
the ambassadois should be guarded on their road, as far os 
the land of Amnga, which then belonged to Timour Beg. 

The ambassadors desired to depai t at once, but they could 
not. They, however, hired horses to cany them as far as the 
land of Amnga, and men to guard them. On Friday they 
sot out, accompanied by ten men on horseback, ancl at the 
horn of mass they came to a castle, on the top of a high rock, 
which also belonged to Cabasica, where they found men in 
the road, who took a toll from them. At noon they came to 
a valley where they were told that theic was a castle belong- 
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ing to the Tuiks of a lineage called Chapemcs, who were 
at wai with Cabasica, and that m the valley tlieie was a 
guard, which waited for passcngeis. At the hour of vespeis 
they came to a town of Aismga, called Alangogaza, and 
Cabasica’s ten men took leave of them. On this day the 
load was vciy mountainous ; and in this town there was a 
Tuikish cavalier, who held the place foi theloidof Aisinga. 
He received the ambassadors voiy well, and gave them good 
lodging and food, and eveiy thing they requued; and they 
learned fiom this cavalier that Timour Beg had depaitcd 
from Caiabaqui, 1 where he had wintered, and had gone to 
the land of Sultameh. 

On Satuiday, the 3id of May, they set out again, and 
leached a town whcic they were ticatcd well, and given 
food and fresh hoises, and at night they came to anothor 
town, where they were given plenty of food and hoises, and 
eveiy thing they required. The custom of the couuliy was 
that, at each town wheie they airived, small carpets wcic 
brought from each house, for them to sit upon, and after- 
wards they placed a piece of punted leather m front, on 
which they had their meals The bread of these towns was 
very bad, and was made in this way — they knead a little 
flour, and make very thin cakes, which they put on a pan, 
over the fire, and when they are hot, they take them out ; 
and this is the biead which they bring on these pieces of lea- 
ther. They also bung out plenty of meat, and milk, and 
cream, and eggs, and honey. This is the best food they have, 
and they bring it from each house ; and if the ambassadors 
had to remain, the people brought them plonty of meat, and 
all that they required. When the ambassadors came to 
any place, an officer went on before, and the ambassador 
from Timour Beg ordeied food, and horses, and men for 
them ; and if they did not come, the people leccivcd such a« 
number of blows with sticks and whips, that it was quite 
1 Kamlagh 
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wondciful. Thus the people of these towns woic so scvcicly 
punished that they fled, when they saw a Zagatay coming. 
A Zagatay is a man 1 * m the host of Timoui Beg, of noble 
lineage In tlicsc towms, some Aimcman chustians icsided 

On Sunday, the 4th of May, they aiuvcd at the city of 
Aisinga, 3 at the hoiu of vespers ; and the load they had 
tiavciscd that day was vciy rugged, and passed over high 
ridges of mountains , and neat the city they found much 
snow in the road Many people came out from the erty, to 
receive and to sec the ambassadors, and they woic conducted 
to the lodgings which had been prepared foi them Thai 
night the loid of the city sent them boiled and dressed meat, 
and much fiml, and biead, and wine. 

Next day the loid of the city sent them a ceitaiu sum of 
money, to maintain them while they were theie ; and at noon 
lie sent horses to convey them to visit him, and men to guaid 
them, to a plain outside the city. They found him seated 
in a saloon, under the shade of a silken canopy, suppmlcd by 
two poles, with coids to diaw it out, and there were many 
people with him. When the ambassadors ai lived, some 
cavaliers came forwaid to iecei\e them; and when they 
came to the loid, he lose up, and gave them his hand, 
making them sit down near him, and ti eating them very 
well. lie was dressed m a lobe of blue silk, embroidered 
with gold, and he had a tail hat on his head, with piecious 
stones in it, and on the top of the hat he had a crest of gold, 
from which descended two tresses of red hair, reaching to the 
shouldcts, and this hair, thus worn, is the device of Timonr 
Beg. The loid seemed about forty yeais of age, and he was 
a well made man, with a black beard. 

Aftci he had asked the ambassadors concerning the state 

1 The Zagatays took their name from the son of Zengis Khan , just 
as the Uzbegs derivod their name from another famous descendant of 

the great Mongol compieior. 

fl hrzingan 
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of the king our loid, the fust honour he did thorn was to 
take a silver cup full of wine, and give it, with his own hands, 
to the ambassadois, to dimk, and afterwards to all tlicii fol- 
io weis, He who thus dunks, must take the cup in both hands, 
it being disiespectful to take it m one; foi they say that a 
man ought to take a cup m one hand, fioni lus equal, and 
not fiom a loid ; and when he has taken the cup fiom the 
hand of his loid, he iaises it, and walks a little backwauls, 
and does not turn his back to the loid When lie has drunk, 
he raises Ins finger in the air three tunes ; and it is the cus- 
tom to drink all that is m the cup. After he had given them 
to diink, with his own hand, they bi ought some mules, on 
which wcie wooden boxes, containing plenty of copper pots 
foi cooking, and many chopping knives, of haul non, and a 
hundicd small uonpoinngcis, and all the utensils wcic lound 
and deep, like a tioopci’s head piece. They then put meat 
into these pots, and pickled mutton, and balls of forced meat 
into the pornngers, with lice and other victuals; and ovex 
each pot and each poningei they placed a thin cake. Before 
the lord and the ambassadots they placed a silken cloth, on 
thegiound; and on it they placed the pots and pomngcis 
of meat ; and cveiy one began to cat. Each person had Ins 
knife to cut, and his wooden spoon to cat with. But a man 
cut up the food, before the loid, and two cavaliers sat and 
ate with him; and when thoy had to eat the lice, and other 
dishes, they ate out of one porringei, with one spoon ; when 
one had done with it, the other took it up, and so they went 
on eating. 

While they weie at this meal, a Tuikish boy, about seven 
years old, aiiivcd with about ten mounted attendants ; and 
the loid received him, and made him sit down by lus side. 
This boy was a nephew of E&pandiar, the lord of Sinopoli, 
who was a great lord m Turkey ; and he came fi om Timour 
Beg, with an ordei to Espandiai, to give the half of his land 
to this boy, because he was the son of his sister. Presently 
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two otliei cavalicis ai lived, who came fiom Timom Log, and 
they vrac natives of this city of Aismga. They said that 
Timoui 13cg had detained them foi some time, but that now 
lie had lelcascd them, and the ica&on he had impiisoncd them 
was this : — 

Zaiatan, a gicat noble, was loid of this city of Aismga, 
and of its land, which is a gicat temtoiy; and when he 
died, he did not leave childien by Ins wife, who was 
daughtci of the empcioi of Trebizond Some time hefoic 
he died, lie dcclaicd that lie who is now loid oi Aismga was 
his son, but when he died, they dul not wish to leccive this 
man as loid. A cavalier, who was the son. of a sister of 
Zaratan, named Xevali, seized the land, saying that Zaratan 
died without childien, and that he ought to inherit, as his 
nephew; and the two cavalicis who amved at the meal, 
assisted him When Timour Beg conquoied the Tmk, he 
came to this city, and seized the said Xevali, and the two 
cavaliers, making him, who is now in possession, and whom 
Zaiatan had said was his son, lord of Arsinga. Timoui Beg 
had now released these two cavalicis, but had taken Xevali 
to Samarcand* 

The reason why Timour Beg and the Turk made war 
upon each othci, was owing to Zaratan, the loid of this laud, 
as will be related to you presently , it was a beautiful 
reason. 

When they had finished eating, the ambassadors returned 
to their lodging, and the lord remained with his cavaliers ; 
and at night the loid sent the ambassadors many things, such 
as pots of boiled meat, with the cooks who dressed it, and 
attendants to serve it up • and lie gave them money for their 
expenses, as much as they required. 

On Wednesday, after dinner, he sent for die ambassadors, 
and they went to him, and found him at his lodging. He 
was in a porch, before a fountain, with many cavaliers, 
attendants, and also buffoons, who were performing before 
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him. As the ambassadors entered, he bowed to them, and 
made them sit near him, and gave them many pieces of 
sugar He said that he and the knight who did not dunk 
wine (which was Buy Gonzalez) should that day be dunk- 
ing companions, and they brought a gieat ciystal -vase, full 
of watei with sugar. He diank fust, and then gave it to Buy 
Gonzalez, with his own hand, but they gave wine to all the 
otheis Aflciwaids they biought much meat, and ucc, and 
various othei dishes, and they ate in the same way as they 
did the day before When the meat was eaten, they biought 
poningeis of honey, and peaches cut in vinegar, and giapes, 
and capers , and they ate very diitily. All this time the 
wine did not stop, and when tins had lasted some tunc, they 
biought a cup, which the loicl took, and gave it to ceitam 
of his knights, who diank all the wine, so that none was 
left, for this is their unseemly custom. These cavaliers then 
took the great cup, and gave it to each other, to dunk, until 
most of them were drunk; but on that day the loid did not 
dunk wine, to keep company with Buy Gonzalez, and the 
lord’s name was Pitalibet At night the ambassadors 
returned to their lodging. 

This city of Aismga was built on a plain, ncai a uvei which 
is called Euphrates , 1 which is one of the livers that come 
from Paradise. This plain is entirely surrounded by vciy 
high mountains, and on the top of the highest of these moun- 
tains theie is much snow. There aie many towns, and fruit 
gardens in the plain, which is covered with corn fields and 
vineyards, and very beautiful gardens. The city was not 
very large, and the walls and towers which surrounded it, 
were built of stone. It was built by the Armenians, and the 
sign of the cross is cut on many parts of the walls. The houses 
all have terraces, and the people walk along the terraces, 
as if they were streets. The city is very populous, and con- 
tains many fine streets, and it is very rich, and has much 
1 The Kara-sou, or Western Euphrates. 
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tiadc, and many beautiful mosques and lempira. It is inha- 
bited by many chustians, Giock^, and Annomans r riiey say 
that when Timoiu Beg took and dcstioycd a Tin lash city 
called Sabastna, 1 that the Tuik came against tins city oi 
Aisinga, and entered it; but when Timour Beg conquered 
the Tuik, lie came to this city, and took it for lnmself. 

While Tnnoui Beg was at Aisinga, the Moms of the city 
quai idled with the chustians wdio wcie theic, saying that 
Zaiatan, then loul, allowed them to have chinches which 
wcic bcttci than the mosques, and Timoiu Beg sent foi 
Zaiatan, and told him what the Moms had said. Zaiatan 
answcicd that he allowed the Christians to be in the land, 
that he might take advantage of their industry. Timour Beg 
thou sent for a Greek priest w r ho lived thcie, and when he 
came bcfoie him, he, on account of the gicat hatred he had 
foi the people of Constantinople, and foi the Genoese of the 
city of Feia, oidorcd him to apostatize; and, because the 
piiest did not wish to do so, Timoiu Beg commanded all the 
Christians in the city to he put to death. 

Zaiatan interceded with Timour Beg, foi them, and lan- 
somed them for nine thousand esperas, each espom being 
worth half a silver rial , but Timom Beg caused all the 
churches of the Christians to be destroyed, and he took a 
castle of that city, called Camag, and gave it to one of his 
Zagatays. llo did this because the castle was very strong, 
and guarded all that country. Fiom this city much mer- 
chandize goes to Syria, and to Tiukey, 

The icasons why the Tuik and Timom Beg came to know 
of each other, and why Timour Beg came to Tuikey, to fight 
the Turk Bayazid, arc as follows: — This cavalier Zaiatan, 
lord of this city of Arsinga, held a teriitory which bordered 
on the dominions of the Turk. The Turk, being desirous 
of possessing the land of this Zaratan, and especially the cas- 
tle of Camag, sent to demand tribute fiom him, and that he 
1 Sebasfcc 01 Sivas. 


10 



n 


JOTJRKKY THROUGH A11M1' NT l 


should give up the said castle of Camag. Zaratan i cplied 
that he would pay tribute, but that he would not give up the 
castle; and the Tuilc deckued that if he did not, ho should 
be depuved of all his land 

Zaialan, having heaid of the great power of Timom 
Beg, and that he was then waging war in Vcisia, sent an 
embassy to him, with picscnts and letters, beseeching lnm 
to defend him fiom the Tuilc, and protesting that lie 
was ready to obey him. Timoui Beg, tlicicfoio, sent his 
ambassador to the Tuik, with letters, m which he declared 
that Zaiatan was his subject, and that the Tuik must not 
molest him, thieatening, if he did, to do as much foi 
him. 

The Tuik, ncvci having lieaid of Timoui Beg, until that 
time, and believing that theic was no man in the woild equal to 
himself, got into such a passion that it was quite wonderful, 
and sent back letters to Timour Beg, m which he said 
that he was astonished that theie could be a man so mad and 
insolent as to write such gieat folly, that he would do 
what he chose against Zaiatan, and against cveiy othei man 
in the whole univoise. He fuither promised to come and 
seek for Timour Beg, and that he could not escape fiom 
falling into his hands. He also swore that he would disgiace 
him, by dishonoring Ins pnncipalwife 

Timoui Beg, being possessed of gieat confidence, deter- 
mined to show his powei, and marched fiom the beautiful 
plains of Carabaque , 1 m Persia, where he had wmteicd that 
year, with a great army, straight to the city of Ar&inga. 
Thence he advanced into the land of Turkey, and besieged 
the city of Sabastna. The people of Sabastria sent to the 
Turk,theii lord,foi help ; and when he heard that Timour Beg 
was in his tenitoiy, he got into a gieat passion, and collected 
a force, which he sent against him, under his eldest son Mussul- 
man Chalabi. The force consisted of two hundred thousand 

1 Karabagli. 
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cavaliv, and lie intended to follow himself, with a huger 
aimy, but befoic the Tints could anno, Timom had cn- 
tciod the city, and In did so in this manner he fought the 
besieged veiy fieiccly, so that at last they came to speak 
with linn, and he agiccd that ccitam men of the city should 
come to linn, that he would cause no blood to be shed, and 
that they should give him a certain quantity of gold and 
silver. 

"When Timom Beg had icccrvcd the tiibuto ivlnch lie 
demanded, he said that he defied to toll those of the city 
c ci tain tilings, which weie much to then advantage, and 
that, for this puipose, the chief men should come to him 
These, ti listing in the safe conduct he had given them, came 
to him, and Timour Beg, as soon as he had got them out- 
side the city, caused gieat holes to be made; and said to 
them that he had ceitainly promised not to shed their blood, 
but that lie would stifle them in those holes ; and he ordeied 
las tioops to enter the city He buried ail who had come 
out to him, alive, and ordered the city to be pillaged, pulled 
down, and destioycd. 

'When this was done, he matched away, and on the day 
that he depaited the son of the Tuik *u lived, with Ins two 
hundicd thousand cavalry; and when he found that the city 
of Saba&tua was destroyed, and Tnnoiu Beg gone, he waited 
there for Ins father ; and Timoul Beg marched straight to the 
land of the Sultan of Babylon. 

Before he arrived there, ho met with a iace, called the 
white Tartars, who always wandci over the plains; and he 
fought and conqucied them, and took then lend pnsonex ; 
and took away as many as fifty thousand men and women 
with him. 

He then marched to Damascus ; against the people 
of which city he w>as much enraged, because they did not 
pay tribute; and he imprisoned their ambassadors, ami 
entered their city, and destroyed it. All tho&tf who under- 
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stood any ait, he took with lum to tlie city of Samaicand, 
togcthci with the white Tailors, and the people of Sahabtna, 
amongst whom wcic many Aimoinon Glmstians 

Aftei this, lie ictiuncd to the laud of Pcibia, and passed 
the bummei in a land called Ahu a, m Uppei Aimenia 

Meanwhile the Tuik marched to the city of Aismga; 
and, on account of the lage and fiuy which he lelt against 
Zaiatan, because he had been the cause of this insult, he at- 
tacked the city and cntcicd it by foicc, capturing the wife of 
Zaiatan. But he oidexcd her to be lcleased, and that no liaim 
should he done to the city. He then ictuincd to his own 
land. They say that he thus displayed vciy little courage, 
m not dcstioying that city, as Timoui Beg had destroyed 
the city of Sabastiia. 

After these two loids had letuined to their own tcni- 
torics, they sent ambabsadois to each othci ; but they wcic 
unable to como to any reconciliation. 

At this time the emperoi of the great city of Constan- 
tinople, and the Genoese of Pera sent to Timonr Beg, to 
say that if he was going to make war upon the Tuik, they 
would be able to assist him with tioops and galleys , and it 
should be in tins way : that they would aim ccitam galleys, 
in a short time, to pi event the Tuiks who wcic in Giecce, 
fiom passing back into Tuilccy, and they also ofleicd to 
assist him with a ccitain quantity of money 

When the Tuik would not come to any teims with the 
city of Constantinople, or with Tnnoiu Bog, they each 
began to collect their forces ,* but Timoui Beg, who could do 
this with groat rapidity, because ho was astute and sagacious 
in war, maiched quickly from Persia into Turkey, by the 
same load as he had taken before, passing through the cities 
of Arsmga and Sabastna. When the Turk knew that 
Timour Beg was m his territory, lie maiched, with liis 
army, to a strong castle called Angora. As soon as Timour 
Beg heard of this sagacious movement of the Turk, he left 
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the load by winch he was matching, and led Ins aimy ovoi 
a high mountain. "When the Tuik, thciefoio, found that 
Timoui Beg had left the load, he thought that he had iled, 
and maiched altci lnm as fast as he could. 

Timoui Beg, aftei mat clung tluough the mountains foi 
eight dajs, ictuincd to the plain, and came to the castle of 
Angola, wlioic the Tuik had left all Ins baggage, and lie pil- 
laged it. When the Tuik licaid this, he came back as fast 
as he could, and when lie aimed, lus men weic tned. 

Timoui Beg had made this mo\ement, to tlnow Ins enemy 
into disoidci , and they fought, and the Tuik was taken 
pnsonci lint the Enipeioi of Constantinople, and the 
Genoese of lVia, instead of doing what they had piomisod, 
allowed the Tuiks to pass fioiu Gicecc into Tuikoy ; and 
when they wcie delcated, they assisted them to escape; and 
this bad faith made Timoui Beg vciy fin ions against the 
Chiistians. 

The name of this Tuik, who was conqucied by Timonr 
Beg, was Ildeiim Bayazid, which means “ lightning 59 The 
name of Ins father was Amuiath, a very good knight, who 
was killed by a clnistian count, called Lazaio, on the field 
of battle, by two lliiusb is his hi east, 'which came out at Ins 
back Aftei w aids tliis Ildemu Bajazid avenged the death 
of his fat h ci, hv killing Count Lazaro m battle, w ith his own 
hand. The son of tins Lazaro marched w ith Bayazid, and 
he now lives with Muzulman Chalabi, the son of this Ilderim 
Bayazid. 

I have wntten this, that it may be undei stood whom they 
call Id mate; because all the loids of Tuikcy arc known by 
tlie name of M urate. Also TTmoui Beg is the piopcr name 
of that lord, and not Tameilane, as we call him , for Timour 
Beg is as much as to say, in his language, the same as the 
lord of iron ; because Beg means lord , and Timour is iron, 
Tameilane, on the contrary, is an insulting name ; and means 
lame, because he became lame on the left side, and was 
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wounded m the two small fingcis of the light hand, fiom 
blows wlucli weie given linn when he was stealing some sheep 
one night, as will be moie fully 1 elated to you piesently. 

The ambassadois weio in this city of Aismga until Tlnus- 
day, the loth day of May, when they departed The road that 
day led ovci high mountains, without vegetation, and the 
snow fell, so that it was vciy cold. They passed the night 
in a town called Xabega, which had a small castle, and a 
livci flowed near it; and they passed many com fields and 
villages thal day. 

On Satuiday they passed the night in a town called 
Pagan is, which had a lofty castle on the top of a rock ; 
and in this town thcic wcic two wauls, one inhabited by 
xiimenians, and the otlici by Talks, and they said that it 
was a year since Tnnoui Beg passed tluough it, when he 
oidcxed the churches of the Armenians to be pulled down; 
and the Amcmans gave throe thousand asperas, each aspera 
being half a rial, to ransom their chuichcs ; but he oidcied 
the money to be taken, and the chuiches to be destioyed 
also. 

On Sunday, the day of Pentecost, they set out, and i cached 
a town, wheie thcie was a castle on the top of a lock, which 
belonged to Arsmga. 

On Monday they passed the night in the open air ; and 
the road they tiavellcd over that day passed over high 
mountains, without vegetation, fiom which many streams 
descended , but there was much pasture, both above and 
below; and this land belonged to tbc Turcomans, who wan- 
der as far as this, and they are a nation of Mooih, allied to 
the Turks. On* Tuesday they departed, and travelled over 
a plain, with much pasture, and plenty of water. 

At noon they came to a town called Aseron , 1 which be- 
longed to Timour Beg. It was in a plain, and was mu- 
xounded by a strong stone wall with towers, and it is vciy 

1 Erzeroura, 
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huge. It also had a castle* but it is not very populous. In 
it ihcic is a handsome cliuich, foi this city used to belong 
to the chustians of Aimenia, and many Armenians lncd in 
it. Fonncily it was the hugest and the irchost city in all 
this countiy The loid of the city w r as a Turcoman named 
Subail. 

On Thuisday, the 22nd of May, they departed fiom this 
place, and passed the night in a town called Patn Juan, m 
the temtoiy of a veiy stiong city called Aimiqui ; aiul the 
lord of this land was a Zagatay knight, named Toladay- 
boque. 

On Fuday they auivcd at a town called Ischu, and they 
icmamcd there until Sunday In this town thcic were 
many Armenians. 

On Sunday they slept in a town called Dclulaiqncntc, 
which means “ the town of the mad men and the town 
was inhabited by Moonsh hermits, called Caxi\es ; and 
many people came to them on pilgiimage, and they healed 
many diseases. Among them thcic was a chief whom they 
treat with great respect, and say that he is a saint, and that 
when Timour Beg passed by, he went to visit this Caxie. 
These hcimits leceivcd many alms fiom the people, and 
then chief was loid of the town. Those w r ko desiie to ho 
thought religious, shave their beards, and their heads, and 
take off then clothes, and go through the sUcets in heat and 
cold, dressed in the most tattered clothes they can find. 
They go about singing, day and night, with timbrels. On 
the top of the gate of their hci milage theie was a pennon of 
black woollen threads, with a moon figuied above them; 
and at the fool of the pennon were fixed many horns of 
deer, goats, and jams; and this is the custom of these 
Caxixes, to have these horns on the tops of their houses, 
and they carry them in their hands, when they walk in the 
streets. 

On Monday, the SGth of May, the ambassadors departed, 
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and passed the night in a plain, neai a gieat livei called 
Conas, 1 which tiaveises the whole of Aimenia , and the 
load passed over snowy mountains, whence descended many 
streams. 

On Tuesday they passed the night in a town called Nau- 
jua, and the load, on that day, was along the banks of this 
uvei, being veiy lugged, and dangeious to pass. In this 
place theie was a Caxic foi governor, who leccived the am- 
bassador veiy well; and there weie many Aimemans. 

On Wednesday they passed the night m a town, which 
had a high castle on the top of a lock , which lock was of 
salt, and any one may take this salt, who wants it. 


THE CITY OF CALMARIN , 2 WHICH WAS THE FIRST 
IN THE WORLD, AFTER THE FLOOD. 

On Thursday, the 29th of May, at noon, they reached a 
great city called Calmarin, and fiom it, distant about six 
leagues, they saw the gieat mountain on which the aik of 
Noah rested, after the flood. This city was in a plain, and 
on one side flowed the great uvei called Corras ; and on 
the othei there was a veiy deep and rocky valley, as bioad 
as the flight of an arrow; and it enciicled the city, until it 
united with the river The valley and liver made the 
city very stiong, so that it could only be attacked wheie 
the river commenced; but at this place theie was a very 
strong castle, with great toweis, and it had two gates, one 
in front of the other. This city of Calmarin was the fiist 
city that was built in the woild, after the flood, and it was 
built by the lineage of Noah. The people of the city said 
that, eight years ago, Tetani, Empeior of Tartaiy, besieged 
1 Kur, or Cyrus, a Etchmiazm 9 
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tlic city, ancl that they fought day and night for two days, 
and on the thud thcic was a parley. They gave up the city, 
on condition thatncithei lie, nor Ins people should enter it, but 
that the citizens should pay to him a ecitani annual tiibutc; 
with which the cmpeioi was satisfied, but he demanded that 
half the people of the city should be given up to him, to go 
with him to the land of Jugama, 1 where he was going to 
make war on the king Sorso. "When the citizens had given 
up these men, the ompeior attacked the city, euteicd it by 
ioice, pillaged and burnt it, making bleaches in the walls, 
and killing many people. 

The gi cater pait ol the inhabitants woio Armenians , but 
tire land of Armenia has been taken fioni the Christians by 
the Moois, as I will 1 elate to you, presently In this city 
thcic are veiy great edifices , and thioughoul all this coun- 
try, they gave the ambassadors and then people lodging, ancl 
food, and hoises ; for all the land belonged to Timour Beg 

On Friday they dcpaited, and passed the night at a castle, 
which was on the top of a rock, and belonged to a widow 
lady, who paid tnbutc to Timour Beg for this castle, as well 
as lor other laud which she held In this castle there used 
to be robbcis, and men who came out to plunder travellcis 
on the road Timour Beg maichcd against this castle, en- 
tezed it by foicc, and killed the loid of it, who was the 
husband of this lady ; and he ouleied that malofaetois should 
never be allowed to assemble in it again . and, that they 
might not be able to defend themselves, he caused the doois 
to be taken away, and ordered that they should never be 
replaced. He then gave it to tins lady. The castle was, 
therefore, without doors, and was called Egida. This castle 
was at the foot of the lofty mountain of the ark of Noah; 
and all these mountain ranges, after leaving tire land of 
Trebizoud, weie without woods. The lady received the 
ambassadors very well, and gave them all they required. 

1 Geoigia 


U 
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On Satuiday, the 13th of May, the load led along the 
foot of the mountain of the ark of Noah. It was very high, 
and the summit was coveied with snow, and it was without 
woods ; but theie was much herbage upon it, and many 
stieams. Near the road theie were many edifices, and 
foundations of houses, of stone ; and great quantities of lye 
was growing, as if it had been sown by man, but it was 
useless, and did not come to grain; and theie was also 
plenty of water ciesses. At the foot of this mountain they 
came to the luins of a town long since dcseited, which was 
a league m length ; and the people of the countiy said that 
it was the fiist town that was built in the world, after the 
flood, and that it was founded by Noah and his sons. 

After leaving these mms, they came to a great plain, in 
which theie weie many streams of water, and tices, and rose 
gardens, and fountains. The mountain had a very shaip 
peak, which was covered with snow, and they say that the 
snow never leaves this peak all the year lound, either in 
winter or summei, and this is on account of its gicat height. 

On this day the ambassadors took tben siesta by a beauti- 
ful fountain, near a stone aich, and while they were there, 
the clouds moved away, and the peak of the mountain ap- 
pealed, but they suddenly returned, and the people said 
that it was veiy seldom visible 

Next to this mountain, there was another, which also had 
a sharp peak, but not so high as the fiist, and between these 
two peaks theie is one like a saddle, and they were all very 
high, and their summits were all covered with snow. 

This night they slept at a castle called Yasit-calaside, 
which was on the top of a high rock, and was wonderfully 
stiong. On another rock there was a large town, joined to 
the castle by a gieat wall, with towers ; and fiom this wall, 
a flight of steps led to the castlo gate. The lock was vqvy 
high, and within the castle, there was a spring of water. 
This castle was besieged by Timour Beg ; and the lord of it 
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agreed to pay tribute, on condition that the tioops should 
not cntei it 

On Sunday, the fiisfc of Juno, at the horn of vcspeis, they 
cainc to a castle called Maca, belonging to a catholic clms- 
tian named Noiadm, and the people who lived in it wcie 
catholic chiistians, though they wcie by buth and language 
Armenians, and they also knew the Taitai and Pcisian 
tongues. In this place thcic was a monastery of Dominican 
fnais. The castle was m a valley, at the foot of a \cry high 
rock, and tlicie was a village on a lull above, and oil the top 
of the hill tlicie was a wall of stone and moitai, with tovveis, 
and against the wall thcieweie houses. Tlicie was also another 
wall with towers, and the entrance to it was by a great 
tower, built to guard it, along steps cut in the rock. Near 
the second wall there were houses cut in the lock, and in 
the centre were some toweis and houses, where the loid 
lived, and heie all the people m the village kept their pro- 
visions. The rock was very high, and lose above the walls 
and houses ; and from the lock, an oveihangmg part sti etches 
out, which coveis the castle, walls, and houses, like the hea- 
ven that is above them, so that when it lains, the water 
does not fall upon the castle, foi the lock covers it; and thus 
the castle cannot either bo attacked from the land, or fiom 
the sky. Inside the castle a spring rises up, which supplies 
all the people, and irugates many fruit gardens. At the foot of 
this castle there is a beautiful valley, full of vineyards, and 
com fields, thiough which a liver flows. 

Timoiu Beg besieged this castle, and could not take it ; 
but he negotiated with the loid of it, that he should supply 
him with twenty mounted soldiers, when he called for them. 
Soon afterwards Tuaour Beg marched away, with his army ; 
and the lord of the castle sent his son, who was about twenty 
years old, with three richly caparisoned horses, as presents to 
Timour Beg, who received them ; and the lord’s son asked 
him not to damage the lands belonging to the castle. 
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Timour replied that the lord of the castle had so fine a son 
that he must accompany him. and he took him, and aftci- 
wards ordered him to live with his giands on, Omar Mccrza, 
who was governor of Peisia, and of that land He still lives 
with him, and maichcs in his aimy , and that governor made 
the son of this loid turn Mooi, by foice, and named him 
Rorgart-mix, and made him one of his guaids ; but, though 
he became a Mooi by foice, he is not one willingly, 01 by 
his acts. 

The ambassadors were well received by the lord of this 
castle, and he was much comforted by their being chiistians, 
and was veiy hospitable ; and told them that it was about 
fifteen days since Janza Meciza, the nephew and favounte 
of Timour Beg, sent to him to say that he wished to use the 
castle as a deposit for his tieasuie; and he answeied that he 
could not admit it. The ambassadors remained during the 
day on which they ai lived, and afterwaids they saw the son 
of the lord of the castle, who was in the host of the rulei of 
Peisia, and spoke with him. The loid of the castle also had 
another son, smaller than this, and he told the ambassadois 
that that son was learned, and a good grammarian , and that 
when God willed that they should leturn, he should go with 
them to the loid their king, that he might be lecommended 
to the pope, to be made bishop of that land. It is very 
wondeiful that this castle should hold out, amidst so many 
Moois, with a gamson of chiistians, and of Aimcmans 
turned catholics, which is a vciy gicat service to God. 

On Monday, the 2 nd of June, they departed, and slept in 
the open air, as they could not reach any village ; and on 
that day they were shown a castle, on the left hand side of 
the road, called Alinga, which was on a high mountain, and 
surrounded by a wall with towers; within which there wcie 
many vineyaids, and fruit gaidcns, and com fields, and 
streams, and pastuies for sheep, and on the highest part of 
the mountain thcie was a castlo. When Timoui Beg con- 
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queied the Sultan of Beisia, who was called Sultan Ahmed, 
lie besieged tins castle ol Alinga loi tlnce jcais, and Ahmed 
fled fiom it, and w T cnt to the Sultan of Babylonia, wheie he 
is now 

On Tuesday they slept in a plain, wheie theic wcic about 
a hundred tents of Zagatays, who were wandeiing over that 
land with theii flocks. 

On Wednesday they passed the night near some othci 
tents of Zagatays, and in these tents they gave meat and 
hoiscs to the ambassadois, m the same way as they dul in 
the towns and villages. The load by winch they had passed 
went ovei hills, m w r hioh there was plenty of watci and 
hcibagc, and theie weie many of these Zagatays, who be- 
longed to the host in the city of Khoi. 

On Thuisday, the 5th of June, at noon, they ai rived at a 
city which is called Khoi, and is situated in a plain, and is 
suirounded by many fiuit gaidcns and coin fields, and neai 
the city thcic are plains of veiy gicat extent, thuough which, 
and tkiough the city, flow many sticams of water. The city 
is sunounded by a buck wall, with towcis and baibicans. 
At the city of Khoi the land of uppci Armenia ends, and the 
land of Persia commences. 



V. 


THE JOURNEY 

THROUGH 

AZERBIJAN, IRAK, AND KHORASSAN. 


When the ambassadors amved in the city of Khoi * 1 they 
found in it an ambassador* whom the Sultan of Babylon had 
sent to Timour Beg ; who had with him as many as twenty 
hoises and fifteen camels* laden with presents* which the 
Sultan of Babylon 2 sent to Timour Beg. He also had six 
laie birds* and a beast called jomufa * 8 which creature is 
made with a body as laige as that of a horse* a very long 
neck* and the fore legs much longei than the hind ones. Its 
hoofs aie like those of a bullock. Piom the nail of the hoof 
to the shoulders it measured sixteen palmos ; and when it 
wished to stietch its head* it laised it so high that it was 
wonderful ; and its neck was slender* like that of a stag. 
The hind legs weie so short, in comparison with the fore 
legs* that a man who had never seen it before* might well 
believe that it was seated* although it was standing up ; and 
the buttocks weie worn* like those of a buffalo. The belly 

1 In the Persian province of Azeibyan. Khoi is still the chief town 
of a rich and foitilo distnet* and the emporium of the tiade between 
Turkey and Peisia 

2 Piobably an ambassador fiorn Cairo. 


3 Giralfo. 
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was white, and the body was of a golden colour, sunoundcd 
by large white imgs. The face was like that of a stag, and 
on the foiehead it had a high sliaip projection, the eyes were 
large and lound, and the eais like those of a horse. Near 
the eais it had two small lound hoi ns, covered with hair, 
which looked like those of a veiy young stag. The neck 
was long, and could be laised so high, that it could icaeh 
up to cat from the top of a veiy high wall, and it could 
leach up to eat the leaves fiom the top of a veiy lofty tice, 
which it did plcnteously. 

To a man who had never seen such an animal before, it 
was a wondciful sight The ambassadois wcic at Ivhoi fiom 
the Thursday on which they ai lived, until the following 
Sunday, the 8th of June, when they departed. From Tre- 
bizond to this place, the ambassadors had always seen snow 
on the tops of the mountains, but after leaving this place 
the country was warmer, and they saw none. On this night 
they slept on a plain. 

On Monday, at noon, they came to a place called Caza, 
which was laige and populous. It was situated in a plaiu, 
with many fiuit gardens, and streams flowing from all parts. 
Before reaching this place, there is a lake of salt watci, a 
hundred miles lound, and in it arc three islands, one of 
which is inhabited. 1 They passed the night at a place called 
Cusacana, which was a laige town, but half destroyed. They 
say that Toktamish, Empeior of Tartoy, destroyed it ; who 
was afterwards conquered by Timour Beg, and driven out 
of his dominions, and is now deprived of them ; as will bo 
related to you presently. In this place there were many 
Armenians. 

On Tuesday they slept at a place called Chauscad, in a 
plain covered with many orchards, vineyards, and irmt 
trees ; and many streams descended from a mountain, which 
rose up above the plain, and irrigated the gardens. They 
1 Lake Urumiyob. 
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take quantities of fiuit fiom this town to the city of Tabreez* 
and othei places. 

They passed that night m a plain* and most of the load 
they tiaveised that day* passed thiough gaidcns and vine- 
yards ; and the load was level* and it seemed veiy pleasant 
to pass thiough these gaidcns. 

On Wednesday* the 11th of June* at the horn of vespeis, 
they anived at the gieat city of Tabiccz. This city is m a 
plain* between two high ranges of lulls. It is not walled, 
and the hills on the left hand aie veiy neai the city, and 
are very hot* and the water which descends fiom them is 
not wholesome ; but those on the right hand are moic 
distant* and they are veiy cold and capped with snow, and 
the water which descends fiom them is veiy good These 
streams come down to the city* and flow thiough it m van- 
ous directions. 

In the lango of hills* opposite the city* there aie two high 
rocks, which used to be united* but every yeai they move 
further from each other. In the lange on the left hand side 
there is a high hill* which* they say* was once bought by the 
Genoese, from a rnlei whose name was Sultan Vcis* 1 * 3 for the 
purpose of building a castle upon it They add* that after 
it was sold, he changed his mind* and, when the Genoese 
wished to build the castle* he sent for them* and told them 
that it was not the custom for mei chants to build castles in 
his countiy. He said that they might take tlieir merchant 
chze away* and that if they wanted to build a castle* they 

1 Sultan Weis was the son of Ilosein Boozoorg, a grandson of Arghoun, 

a ruler of Persia, of tho house of Zengis. Hosem founded a dynasty 

called the “ Eclkhanocs of Irak,” with his capital at Bagdad Sultan 
Wois succeeded huu m 1350, and invaded Azoibijon , and then il was 
that the hard bargain was struck with tho Genoese, wluch Olavijo de- 
scribes. Sultan Wets died m 1374, and was succeeded by his son Ahmed, 
who passed his life in a fruitless attempt to check the progress of 
Timour, and was at lost obliged to take reluge in Egypt. He was 
eventually killed by a Toorkish chiei xn 1419 
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might move the hill out of his territory. When they 
answcicd him, he oidcrcd theii heads to be cut off. 

Fiom the langc of hills on the light hand, a gieat uvei 
descends lowaids the city, and is divided into many channels, 
which flow thiough the sticcts. In this city theie aic many 
well oidcicd sticcts and lanes, wheic they sell many things. 
In some of the sticcts tlicie aic vciy laige buildings, with 
many doois, within which aic shops, and there ftie officcis 
who keep oi dei Fiom these buildings theie are gateways 
leading to ccitam sheets, whcie they sell many things, such 
as cloth, silk, cotton, tafeta, and olhci stuffs ; and tins city 
has a gieat liade. 

In one place, m these buildings, theie aic ccitain men 
who sell many kinds of scents and pigments for women ; and 
the women come themselves to buy them, and they paint 
and anoint themselves These women go about, covcicd 
nil ovci with a white sheet, with a net, made of black hoi sc 
hair, bcfoic theii eyes, and thus they aic concealed* so that 
no one can iccognizc them. 

In this city theie aic many grand edifices, especially 
mosques, which aie ornamented vciy skilfully with mosaics, 
and blue and gold woik, made m Greece. They say that 
these gieat woiks wcic made by vciy lick men, who were 
jealous of each other, and each stiove to cicct the most 
wonderful woik, and an this way they spent theii wealth. 
Amongst these edifices theie was a great house, which was 
surrounded by a wall, very beautiful and rich, in which 
there aic twenty thousand chambers and apaitments , and 
they say that this house was built by a rulci of Peibia, 
named Sultan V eis ; with the treasure that was paid him, as 
tribute, by the Sultan of I3abylon. He called this house 
Tolbatgana , l which means the house of fortune.” This 
house is well built. 

The city of Tabrecz is veiy large and rich, owing to the 
1 Bowlat-khanah 9 
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quantity of merchandize that passes through it, every day. 
They say that in foimcr days it was moie populous ; but 
even now there are more than two hundred thousand inha- 
bited houses. Theze are also many maiket places, in which 
they sell veiy clean and well dressed meat, cooked in a 
vanety of ways, and plenty of fruit. In this city, near an 
open space, there is a tiee quite diy , and they say that, at 
one time, a chiistian bishop came to this city, with a gieat 
many Christians, with a cross in his hand, to conveit the 
people to the faith of Jesus Chiist, and this was what a 
Moor, who was a hermit, i elated. The people of the city 
saw this with great indignation, and went to cut down this 
tree; and they gave it thice blows with an axe, and those 
who struck the blows, bioke then aims. It is not long since 
the Moor died, who told this stoiy, and they say that 
he told many other stories ; they even add that when Timour 
Beg was in the city, he sent for this Moor, who told him 
this, and many other things. This tree is now in the stieet, 
where it stood before, so that no one can remove it. 

In the stieets and squaies of this city theze aie many 
fountains, and in summer they fill them with pieces of ice, 
and put many brass and copper jugs near them, so that the 
people can come and diink. 

The magistrate of this city, called the Darogah , received 
the ambassadois very honoiably In this city theie arc 
many veiy lich and beautiful mosques, and the finest baths 
that, I believe, can be seen in the whole world. The am- 
bassadors lemained in tbe city for nine days, and when they 
wished to depart, horses were provided for themselves and 
their retinue. Prom this place the ruler of the countiyhad 
horses in readiness, that those who were coming to him, 
might ride them, and travel day and night, in relays ; and 
thus the post is arranged, all along the road as far as the 
city of Samarcand. Prom Tabreez to Babylon is ten days 
journey, and Baldac is on the right hand side of the road. 



JOURNEY THROUGH AZEllUIJAN 


91 


On Friday, the 20th of June, the ambassadors depailcd 
fiom Tobieez, and passed the mglit at a castle called 
Zaydana. 1 

On Satuiday they dined at a village called ITujan, 9 and 
passed the night m the open an. 

On Sunday morning they leached a village called Sant- 
guelana, and dined at another village called Tucelar, inha- 
bited by a people called Tui comans , and the countiy was 
moie level than any they had yet passed thiougli, and vciyhot. 
At each village the people hi ought out plenty of meat, and 
gave it to the ambassadois, and the custom was as follows : 
— when the ambassadois arrived, they had to dismount, and 
sit upon small carpets, which weio placed in the open air, 
under the shade. Then from each house came something 
to eat, either biead, or cieam, 01 othei dishes of the coun- 
tiy ; and if they wished to remain, they leceived much more 
food. ‘When night came on they continued their journey, 
for they could not tiavcl in the day time, on account of the 
gieat heat, and the numbci of insects, which kill both men 
and beasts. Although, when they arrived at the village of 
Tucclar, the sun was not very powciful, the insects wcie 
such that the beasts could not endure it, so that thcie came 
from them so much blood, that it was quite wonderful. 

On Monday they came to a place called Miana, which 
moans "half way/’ and they stayed there all day, and de- 
parted at night, on good horses which had been provided for 
them, travelling all night. 

On Tuesday, being St. John’s day, at dawn, they found 
themselves near some large buildings, which were elected 
foi the use of mei chants and other travcllois ; and they re- 
mained theie until the hour of vcspeis. While they wore there 
a messenger airived from Miran Meerza, eldest son of the 
lord, 3 who said that his master desired thorn to ride as fast 

i Sirdamd ? * Oogan? 

J Tirnour Beg. Prom tins place, OLivijo usually calls Tun our tfu lord 
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as they could, to a plain whcie lie was encamped with Ins 
aimy, which was not fai off, wlieie they would be piovidcd 
with fzesh hoises. At night they set out, and at dawn they 
met anothei messengei fiom Milan Meeiza, who said that 
his mastei had gone to Sultameh, and wished them to ndc 
on as fast as possible, that he might see them. At noon they 
came to a house, neai the banks of a nvei, where they took 
thcii siesta, staitmg again m the afternoon. 

At night they came to a city called Sanga, 1 which was 
almost deseited. They wcie told that it was formeily one of 
the greatest cities in Persia It was situated on a plain, 
between two ranges of mountains, without woods, and the 
city wall had fallen down Inside theie were large houses 
and mosques, and sti earns of watei flowed thiough the sticcts. 
This was the chief city of the dominions of Daiius, and the 
one which he liked best, and m which he resided most ; and 
fiom this place he maiched foith, to fight Alexander. They 
lemained during the night, and weio provided with flesh 
hoises, and plenty of meat and fiuit, and weie veiy well 
tieated. 

On Thursday, the 22nd of June, at noon, they anivcd at 
the gieat city of Sultameh, 9 where they found Muan 
Mcerza, the eldest son of Timour Beg. On Friday morn- 
ing they went to see the said Miran Meerza ; and as it is the 
custom fru cvciy one who goes to see him, to give him some* 

1 Zongan f 

J The city of Sultameh was founded by Mohammod Khodak Bundah, 
a ruler of Porbia, of the house of Zengis, m 1303 Ho was tho fiist 
Persian ruler of tho sect of All, and is consequently much voneiatod by 
the modern Pcisians. Sultanieh was situated in a pleasant and fertile 
plain, seventy miles fiom tho present town of Kazveen It is now a 
mciG mass of rums, but tho splendid tomb of Khodah Bundah is still 
standing, with a dome one hundied feet m diamotoi, and one hundred 
and twenty fcot high, covoiod with green tiles Tho building is of an 
octagonal lbim, and once had a minaret at each angle, but there is only 
one left outiie. Tho plain is a favouiito place of oneampmont, for tho 
modem shahs of I’oibia. 
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tiling, the ambassadois bi ought some cloth, and othei things. 
They luund him m a palace, wlieie theie was a huge fiuit 
gdiden, full of aimed men , and he icceived them veiy well, 
and muted them into a tent whcic he was sitting, asking 
them aftei the health of the loid oui king. 

Aftei they had talked lor a long time, they were asked to 
cat, and the ambassadois ate accoidmg to tlicir custom, and, 
when they wished to go away, they wcie given some iol>es 
to dicss in 

This city of Sultameh is in a plain, and has no wall ; but 
it has a castle with stiong walls, and handsome towels, and 
all the toweis and walls wcie ornamented with patterns, and 
each towei had a small catapult on the top. 

This city is veiy populous, but it is not so large as Tabrccz, 
though it possesses more tiade. Every year, especially in 
the months of June, July, and August, veiy large coiavans 
of camels ainve, with groat quantities of mcichandizo* They 
mean the same as we do by the woul caravan, namely, a drove 
of beasts This city has a gieat tiaffic, and yields a huge 
icvcnue to the loid. Every yeai many mei chants come heic 
from India, with bpices, such as cloves, nutmegs, cinnamon, 
manna, mace, and othei piccious ai tides, which do not go 
to Aloxandna, Also ail the silk which is made m Gheclan 
comes here, and Gheclan is a province near the sea of Bakou, 
where much silk is made every year . 1 This silk of Gheclan 
is sent to Damascus, and Syna, and Turkey, and many other 
countries. Also theie arrives all the silk which is made in 
the province of Xamahi, and merchants conic heie for silk, 
even Venetians and Genoese. 

This land is so hot that when any foicign mei chant is 
struck by the sun, he is killed ; and they say that when the 
sun stiikcs any one, it piescntly penetrates to his heart and 

1 The raw silk of Gho<5lan is still tho most impoitant Persian article of 
oxpoit, In 18 li tho quantity oi silk produced m Ghcelan weighed rnoic 
than one million pounds, and was woith *£4.30,000 . — Sir J, Shelf, 
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kills him, burning his back veiy much, and those who 
escape, almost always lemain quite yellow, and nevei return 
to their proper colour. 

There also anive in this city many silken cloths, cottons, 
tafetas, and othei stuffs fiom a land called Shnaz, which is 
near India, and from Yesen, and Seipi ; and fiom Khoias- 
san theie come cotton tlneads, and cotton cloths, woven 
in many colouis. This land of Khoiassan is a gieat tem- 
toiy, which extends fiom Taitaiy to India. Many piccious 
stones also arrive in this city of Sultanieh Fiom Cathay 
vessels come within sixty days journey of this city, having 
navigated the western sea, which is the sea which bounds this 
land, and they come to a liver, which is ten days journey 
from the city of Oimuz 1 The slaps and boats which navi- 
gate this sea have no iion; but theu timbcis aie joined 
with coids and wooden pegs ; for if they weie united with 
iion, they would soon be tom to pieces by the loadstones, of 
which there aie many in. that sea 3 These ships bring many 
peails, and some of them bung rubies, (which are veiy fine 
in Cathay), and much spice ; and fiom Oimuz these things 
aie sent to all paits of the woild. 

Most of the peails aie found in that sea of China, and they 
bung them to the city of Oimuz, to be pierced and cut ; and 
the Moorish and Christian merchants say that they know of 
no place wheie the peails can be pierced, except this city of 
Oimuz. The city of Sultanieh is sixty days journey from 
the city of Ormuz. They also say that these peails aie formed 
in large shells, which they call jacares; and those who come 
fiom Cathay, and from Oimuz, say that the pearl is foimcd 
in the shells, which are large, and as white as paper. They 

1 The nvoi Mmav, opposite the island of Ormuz, is navigable for small 
vos&els, for a few miles ; but Clavijo obtained all this interesting in* 
formation respecting the gieat mait of the Peisian gulf, from hearsay. 

3 This coiroborates the stoiy of Sindbad the Sailoi See the introduc- 
tion to India m the Fiftoonth Century,” published by the llaUuyt 
Society 
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bring them to this city of Sultanich, and to Tabicez, wheio 
they make gndlcs and lings of them 

All the meichants who come fiom the land of the Chris- 
tians, fiom Caffa, and Tiebizond,and the meichants of Tui- 
key and Syria, come eveiy yeai, at this time, to the city of 
Sultameh, to make then pm chases. This city is situated in 
a plain, and many channels of watci pass thiough it, and in 
it theie aie many well oidcrcd stiects, wheic the people sell 
their merchandize. In this city theie aie scvcial laigc inns, 
whcie the meichants lodge. The city is surrounded by vciy 
extensive and populous plains ; and on the light hand theie 
aie some mountains, and beyond them is a land called Kooi- 
distan. These mountains aie very wild, and theie is snow 
upon them all the year round. On the left hand there is 
another langc of hills, which are very hot, and behind them 
is the province of Gheelan, and the sea of Bakou, 1 which is 
sunounded by land, and is not connected with any other sea 
whatevei ; and it is six days journey from Sultanich to the 
sea of Bakou. Diamonds aie found, on some islands in the 
sea of Bakou. Snow ncvci falls in the land of Gheelan, be- 
cause it is so hot ; and it produces many citrons, lemons, and 
oianges. 

The city of Sultanich has a gieat tiafEc, and yields a largo 
yearly revenue to the lord ; and tills city, with Tabrccz, and 
the cmpiio of Persia, was formerly governed by Miran 
Mcerza, tlio oldest son of Timour Beg, but he has been de- 
prived, fox the following reasons : — Miran Meeiza, being the 
ruler of this land, had many knights with him, and a large 
army, which his fathei had given him. Being in the city of 
Tabiecz, he ordered a great number of houses, mosques, and 
fine buildings to be destroyed, and many were pulled down. 
He then went to Sultanich, ordered the same to be done there, 
took his father’s treasure out of the castle, and divided it 
amongst his followers. Outside the city, a little apart, there 
1 The Caspian. 
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was a veiy fine edifice, built by a gieat knight, who lies m- 
tencd within it 1 Miran Meeiza ordeied this also to be 
destroyed, and the body of the gieat knight to be cast out He 
is said to have done these things m a fit of madness, and to 
have said, — I am the son of the gieatcst man m the woild 
What deed shall I perfoim in these cities, that I may be 
remembcicd aftei I am dead?” and when he saw that he 
could pcifoim no deed, equal to those which had been done 
befoie, he said, “ How shall I be had in lemembrance, when 
I am gone ?” and he 01 dcicd all these edifices to be destroyed, 
that men might say “ Milan Meeiza did nothing himself, 
but he caused the giandest woiks in the woild to be 
destioycd.” 

When his fathei, who was then in Samaicand, heaid this, 
he set out foi the countiy which his son governed , and when 
his son heard that he was coming, he put a lope lound his 
neck, and came to his fathei, and asked foi paidon His 
father would have killed him, but his relations asked him to 
shew mercy, and piayed so hard, that he pardoned him ; but 
he depnved him of his government, and of his army. He 
then Bent for one of his grandsons, a son of this Miran 
Meerza, named Abubekei Mccrza, and said to him, — “ Thy 
fathei hath ened, take thou his land, and his government.” 
The grandson answeicd, “ Sue, it is not the will of God that 
I should take the possession of my fathei, for you will repent 
of your anger, and restore him.” Timour Beg then called 
foi another son of Miran Mccrza, who took the government 
fiom his father. This prince is now m opposition to his 
father and bi other, and they wish to kill him, as you will 
picsently hear . 1 

After this tiansaction, Timour Beg took the cities of 

1 Probably the tomb of Khodali Bundah 

* Ah of Yezd says that Muaa Moorza, tho rulor of Azorbyan, having 
lost his senses from a fall from his hoiae, committed all kinds of enor- 
mities, and passed his time m drinking and revels j and that this conduct 
obliged Timour to take the field m a,d, 1390. 
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Babylon, Aleppo, and Baldac fiom the sultan of Babylon, 
and gave them to his giandson, who xefused to take the 
government fiom his fathci. This son, and his fathci live in 
these cities, and have done so since the father was depiived 
of his government, for Abubekei Mcerza is veiy obedient to 
his fathci. 

When Muan Mceiza did these things, he had a woman 
with him, named Gansada. She left him m disguise, and 
tiavcllcd day and night until she came to Timour Beg, whom 
she mfoimcd of what his son had done ; foi which he 
depiived Ins son of the government, as you have hcaid. This 
Gansada lcmamed with Timoui, and he ticatcd her honoui- 
ably, not allowing her to return to hei husband ; but Milan 
Mceiza has a son by her, named Khulleel Sultan. 1 

This Mir an Mceiza is foity years of age, a large, corpulent, 
and gouty man. The ambassadors weie in this city of Sul- 
tanich foi thiee days. 

Oil Sunday, the 29th of June, the said ambassadors de- 
parted from Sultanieh, on good hoiscs, and passed the night at 
a village called Atcngale. Next day, at noon, they came to 
another laige village called lluar, and at night they came to 
a village called Ccquesana, where theie wcic many streams 
andfmit gaidcns. 

On the following Wednesday they spent the night in a 
castle, which had been abandoned a few days before ; and 
they said that the lord had passed by, with his army, about 
a month since ; and as he did not find either barley or straw- 
in that place, and, besides, as thcic was no grass in the 
neighbourhood for the horses and flocks of the aimy, he 
oidercd that they should eat the wheat which was sown ; and 
the rear guard of his army plundered everything they found 
in the place, and for this reason it was abandoned. But there 
were men here, with a hundred post hoiscs of the lord ; and 
1 Tlio successor of Throw, at Samaicand 

n 
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from Sultanich to this place, there weie only two villages 
without post horses. 

On Thursday, the 3id of July, they provided hoi ses foi 
the ambassadors, who departed fiom this place, and reached 
a city called Xahaican, 1 where they were well leceived, and 
provided with all that they lequiied. While they were in 
this city, a message came from a knight named Baba Sheikh, 
to say that the gieat lord had oidcied them to be tieated 
with honour, and to ask whether they deshed to visit him. 
They remained in this city fiom the Thuisday, on which 
they arrived, to Satuiday. 

On Saturday they were provided with post horses, and 
set out at night On Sunday, the 6th of J uly, at noon, they 
came to a city called Teheian, where they found Baba 
Sheikh, who came out to receive them, and conducted them 
to a lodging, which was used by the loid when ho was 
theie, and which was the laigest in the city. 

On Monday the said knight sent foi the ambassadors, and, 
when they were near his house, he came out to meet them, 
and sat down in a room with them. Presently he sent for 
the ambassador of the Sultan of Babylon, who had arrived 
with presents for Timour Beg, and gave him many dishes 
of meat to eat, which had been prepared ; amongst which 
was a horse roasted with its head. Aftei they had eaten, 
the knight said to them that, on another day, they should go 
and visit a gieat Meerza, who was son-indaw to the loid. 
When the ambassadors weie going to depait, he gave Euy 
Gonzalez a diess, and a hat, and said that he was to accept 
them as a token of the friendship which Timour Beg felt for 
his king. 

This city of Teheran was vciy large, but it had no walls, 
and it was a very delightful place, well supplied with every- 
thing; but it was an unhealthy place, according to the 
natives, and fovea b were vciy pie valent. The territory m 

1 Kazvcon V 
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which it stands is called Rci* which is a great and extensive 
loidship* possessed by the son-in-law of the lord. 

The road fiom Sultameh to Teheian is veiy level* and the 
country is populous* and very hot. 

On Tuesday* in the afternoon* they depaited, and, at a 
distance of two leagues* they came in sight of a great city, 
all in rums* 1 on the light hand side of the load ; but there 
appeared towers and mosques, and the name of the place 
was Xahaiipiey. This was once the hugest city m all that 
land* though it is now uninhabited 

On Wednesday they came to a village ; and the load had 
now left the plains* and cntcicd mountains, tin ough which 
they had to go to visit that knight. In the night they loll 
the village* which is called Lanazn* and that night they 
slept in the open air. 2 

On Thursday* the 10th of July, at the hour of mass* they 
met some men on hoiseback* who said* that the knight was 
in an adjacent plain with his hoide* and that he had sent to say 
that he intended to wait for the ambassadors of the Sultan* 
and that he would see all the ambassadors together. When the 
ambassadors from Caiio arrived* they all went on until they 
weic near the horde* when they stopped. In a &hoit time 
the knight sent foi them* and they found him sitting under 
a shade* before his tent. He mado them sit near him* caused 
food to bo set before them* and received them well. He 
then ordered them to return to their tents* and said that* on 
another day* they should eat with him. When they reached 
their tents he sent them much food* live sheep* and bread* and 
flour. On anothei day they went to eat with him ; and they 
had plenty of dishes* dressed according to the custom of the 

1 The mins of the ancient city of Rlie (tho Ullages of the Apocrypha)* 
are a tew miles south of tho city of Tehoiuu. They cover a vast extent 
of ground, and have supplied materials for the modern capital of Persia. 

* They seem to have turned up towards tho mountain passes leading 
into Mazanderau. 
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countiy, horses loasted, and their tiipcs boiled; and thcic 
was a gieat number of people at this feast. After they had 
eaten, he said that he was ordered by the loid to examine 
the piesents which they brought. When he had seen them, 
he ordered that hoises and camels should be provided, to 
convey them to wheie the lord then was , and when the am- 
bassadors departed, he gave them robes, and he gave a tall 
ambling horse to Huy Gonzalez, for they set a high value 
on those which amble ; but it was not piovided wrth a very 
good saddle or bridle. On another day he gave him a shiil, 
and a hat. 

This knight was named Solyman Mceiza, and he was a 
favourite of the lord , and the place where they found him 
was a small plain, watered by nveis, and sunounded by 
mountains. It was a vci y pleasant place, and the mountains 
were called the mountains of Lar, and thcie were as many 
as three thousand tents on the plain This knight was 
marrred to a daughter of Timour Beg, and with him there 
was a grandson of Timour Beg, named Sultan Ahmed 
Meerza, who was sick. When he heaid of the ger falcons 
which the king had sent to Timour Beg, he sent to Soly- 
man, to say that he wished for one of the falcons, and that 
the lord would not resent his having taken one. Solyman, 
thinking that the gift of a falcon to the giandson would 
please Timour Beg, oidcied one to be given to him. The 
ambassadors said that it was wondciful that he should ven- 
ture to take any of the presents which they were taking to 
the lord; hut they were told that this giandson was one of 
the most valiant Bahadoors in the family of the lord, that he 
was sick, and that, therefore, they might venture to give 
him one, as the lord would not resent it. They also said 
that, when Timour Beg was in battle with the Tmk, this 
grandson commanded the body guard, and that, during the 
battle, the lord ordered certain guards who were with him, 
to go and fight ; and this grandson said to him, that on such 
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a day he ought not to he left behind, but should be oidercd 
to go and fight also ; and the loid did not answei him ; they 
added that, in his huny, his head piece fell off, and that he 
went into the battle, and fought, on that day, with nothing 
on Ins head 

On Saturday, the 12th of July, they departed. The 
master of theology, and Gomez de Salazai, wcie sick, blit 
Buy Gonzalez felt a little better, and some of the letinuc 
weie also sick. Solynian Mceiza, thcicfoic, sent to say that, 
as these people weie sick, they must lemam behind, that they 
might not polish m the long journey. Seven men weie left 
behind ; and thcie weie among them two csquiios of Buy Gon- 
zalez,and anothci of the mastei of theology, and aladof Gomez. 
These sick people returned to the city of Teheian, and re- 
mained theie until the ambassadors returned, but two of 
them died. On the day of their dcpaituie they encamped 
neai a livei. 

On Sunday they encamped on the banks of another river ; 
and at noon, on Monday, the 14th of July, they leached a 
castle called Peicscote. Timoui Beg had left this place, 
about twelve days before, on his load to Samarcand; and 
he had left oidcis that the ambassadois should follow him 
as fast as possible, such was his desiic that they should see 
Samaicand. This city was the fust which he conquered, 
and the one which he honours more than any other, and 
here he has deposited his treasure. 

The loid had been besieging this castle of Perescotc, and 
had entered it by force, about fifteen days before the am- 
bassador arrived, and the reason why he besieged it was 
this the lord of this castle was a servant to whom he had 
shown great kindness, and he had given him this castle and 
much land; hut he was now enraged against him, and 
ordered him to be taken prisoner to Samarcand ; but when 
the knight arrived to execute these orders, the people seized 
him. 
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When the loid knew this, he besieged this castle for thirty 
days, at the end of which time the people yielded, and the 
lord of the castle fled by night. This castle is so strong, 
that no one could cvci enter it, if the defendeis did not 
yield. It is built on a very high lock, which stands by 
itself, on a plain ; and is suiiounded by a wall, with toweis, 
and at the foot of it thcie is a village. Above the fust wall, 
thcie is a second higher one, and above that, theic is another 
with towers ; and between the walls theie is a village, above 
which theie is a very strong castle, with walla, and many 
towers ; so that there aie three foi tresses, one above the 
other. Within there is a spring of water, which supplies 
the ganison, besides which a uvei flows by the rock on 
which the castle stands ; and the gates of the town open 
upon the chaw budges, below which the liver flows. 

On Tuesday, the 15th of July, befoie dawn, they de- 
parted, and passed the night m the open air , and on Wed- 
nesday they also slept in the open air, as they came to no 
village during those two days. The load was very zugged, 
and passed ovei veiy hot mountains, and theie was no water, 
or at least veiy little. On Thursday they leached a great 
city, on the banks of a river, and two deserted castles. 

On Thursday, the 17th of July, in the night, they amved 
at a city which is called Damghan, 1 situated m a plain, and 
sunounded by an earthen wall, with a castle at one end. 
This city is m the pi o vince of Media. On this day it was 
so hot, with a hot fierce wind, that it was quite wondeiful. 
The wind was so hot, that it seemed as if it came out of hellj 
and on this day a ger falcon escaped, and flew away. 

Outside the city there were two towers, so high, that a 
man could scaicely thiow a stone to the top of them. They 
were made of mud, and the heads of men ; and there were 

1 Damghan, a town m Khorassan, is described by modem travellers as 
a mass of desolate rums, in a vast gravelly plain, with a wi etched 
vaulted lane of mud-bud t huts for a bazar. 
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two other towcis, fallen to the giound. These towers, 
which aie made of heads, aic built of the heads of a race of 
people called “white Taitais/’ natives oi a countiy between 
Turkey and Syna. When Timoui Beg depaited fiom Sebas- 
tiia, and marched towaids Damascus, he encountered these 
people, fought, and conqueicd them, taking many piisoncis, 
and sending them to settle at Damghan, which was thinly 
populated. When they ai lived thcie, they collected toge- 
ther and lived m the plains, as was their custom. When 
they weic all assembled, they desued to icturn to their 
native land, and they set out on then jomney, lobbing every 
one they met. When they weic neai tins city, the army of 
the loul met them, defeated them, and killed them without 
mcicy. The loul then ordered that these four towers should 
be built, of thcii heads, plastered together with mud. He 
aho oideicd that evciy white Taitar, wheiever he might be 
found, should be put to death, and so it was done, The 
army, when they icccivcd this older, killed every white 
Tartai they could find , so that along the loads, in one place 
ten, in another twenty dead bodies might be seen, and they 
say that sixty thousand of these Tailors were killed. The 
people of tho city say, that they often see lights burning on 
the top of these towcis m the night 

On JFnday they were supplied with post horses, and tra- 
velled all night. On Saturday morning they came to a small 
town, and remained there until night, on account of the 
great heat ; when they again set out, and tiavclled all night. 

On Sunday, the 20th of July, they reached the city of 
Vascal; and when, the ambassadors arrived thcie, they found 
a great knight called Ennacoia, who was waiting for them 
by order of tho loid, to do them honour. He came to see 
them at theii lodging, and, os they were too unwell to dme 
with him, he sent them much meat and fruit. After they 
had dined, he sent to say that they should come to him, to a 
great palace, and that they should be clothed in the robes of 
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tlie great loid. They leplied that they could not walk* and 
that they tiusted he would excuse them ; but he sent again 
to ask them to come, and at last the master of theology went 
to him, and he dressed him in a robe, according to the 
custom ; and it was usual when these robes weie piesented, 
to have a giand feast, and afteiwaids to put on the robes ; 
and then to touch the giound thiee times, with the knee, 
out of reverence for the great loid. This was done, and 
afterwaids the knight sent hoises to the ambassadors, and to 
then retinue* He also sent to say that they should piocecd 
on their journey, as it was the command of the lord that they 
should follow him, as quickly as possible, both by day and 
night* They answeied that they would prefer to rest for 
two days ; but he replied that they must not stay any longer, 
for that, if the loid should know of it, it would cost him his 
life The ambassadors weie so ill, that they were more dead 
than alive ; so the knight caused soft pillows to be placed 
on the bows of their saddles, and so they departed. They 
travelled all night, and rested m a plain, neai a deserted 
village. 

On Monday they slept in some laige buildings, which 
were elected by the road side, foi travelleis, as no people 
live in the country, for a distance of two days journey, on 
account of the great heat, and the want of water. The 
water in the buildings was brought fiom a great distance, by 
pipes under giound. 

On Tuesday, the 22nd of July, they slept at a city called 
Jagaio, and the day was very hot. This city was in a plain, 
at the foot of a mountain, without tiees, and large pipes load 
watei from the mountain to the city. In the middle of the 
city there is a castle, on the top of a mound of oailh, and the 
city had no wall of any kind. In the previous winter there 
was much snow, and when the summer came, it melted ; and 
so much water came down the pipes that it ruined the castle, 
and several houses. The toad was very level, and there was 
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not a single stone to be found on it , and the countiy was 
vci y hot, and with little watei , 

When they arnved, they were given plenty of meat, and 
ficsh hoises; and they set out again with the knight whom 
the gicat loidhad sent, who piovidcd them with food, and 
with all that they lcquiied ; and gave them fresh koiscs 
evei y day, that they might ti avel fastei The loi d had hoi scs 
waiting at the end of each day’s journey, at some places 
one hundicd, and at others two hundied , and thus the posts 
wcic anangcd, on the load, as fai as Samaicand, Those 
whom the lord sent in any dnection, 01 who were sent to him, 
went on these hoibcs as fast as they could, day and night. 
IJe also had horses placed in deserts, and uninhabited dis- 
tricts, as well as in places that weie populous ; and he 
caused great houses to he built in uninhabited places, 
whero hoises and provisions were supplied by the nearest 
towns and villages Men were appointed to take caie of 
these hoi scs, who wcic called Anchos . Thus, when am- 
bassadors or mcssengeis arrive, these men take their hoi scs, 
take off their saddles, and place them on fresh hoises, and 
one 01 two of these Anchos go with them, to take caic of the 
horses; and when they reach another post, they return 
with these hoises. If any of the horses become tired on the 
road, and they meet anothei at any place, belonging to any 
other man, they take it m exchange for the tired hoi so. The 
custom is that when any one lides on a road, if he is a lord, 
01 mei chant, or ambassadoi, he must give up his horse for 
the service of any one who is going to the great lord, and if 
any one refuses, it costs him his head, foi such are the com- 
mands of Timorn Beg. They even take hoises from the 
troops, and the ambassadois often took horses from the troops, 
for themselves and their men ; and, not only can tho.se, who 
are going to the great loid, take the horses of such people, 
but they can even demand them from the son or the wife of 
tho gi eat loid himself. They told the ambassadoi s that even 

li 
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the eldest sou of Timoui Beg had been obliged to give up 
his hoibc to ambassadois who wcie going to the gi cat loid. 

Not only was this load thus supplied with post hoises, 
but theie weic messcngeis on all the loads, so that news 
could conic fiom cvciy piovmce, m a few days. The loid 
is bettci pleased with him who tiavels a day and night for 
fifty leagues, and kills two hoises, than with him who docs 
the distance in thiec days 

The gieat loid, considering that the leagues wcie vciy 
long, in his empnc of Samaicand, divided each league into 
two, and placed small pillars on the loads, to mark each 
league ; ordering all his Zagatays to march twelve, or at least 
ten of these leagues, in each day’s journey They call these 
leagues moles , because these tunets, which he caused to be 
built at the end of each league, and these leagues, the length 
of which he regulated, aic m a countiy which is called Mogo- 
lia. The ambassadois ti a veiled m the countiy, and saw the 
pillais, and each of the leagues was equal to two leagues of 
Castillo 

In truth it would scaiccly be believed, unless it was 
actually seen, the distances which these fellows tiavcl, each 
day and night; foi they ride as far as then hoises can cany 
them , and they do not only travel the distance which the 
loid has ordci ed, but they sometimes go ovci fifteen and 
twenty leagues in a day and night, without any consideration 
foi the toil of theii hoises When theii hoises are knocked 
up, they kill and sell them, if they arc in an inhabited coun- 
tzy ; but wc found many dead hoises on the road, which had 
been killed by hard riding. 

The ambassadois left this city, on the day they anived; 
and tiavelled all night, foi, though they wished to rest, they 
weic not peimitted ; and, although it was night, tin* heat was 
so great that it was quite wonderful, and there was a hot and 
burning wind. 

On this night Gomez de Salazar, who had been ill, was 
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neaily dying Tlicic was no watei on the load, duiing tins 
day’s journey, and the} did not stop all night, except to gi\c 
bailey to tliclioiscs. 

On Tuesday tlicy tiavcllcd all day* without seeing any 
habitation whatcvci, until night, when they ai lived at a city 
called Zabiam This city is \eiy huge, and contains many 
fine houses and mosques , but most of them weic descitcd 
When they had dined, they depaited mth hesh hoises, and 
tiavcllcd all night On Finlay, noai noon, they icached a 
descitcd village, but the people biought them food, and all 
they lcquncd, liom anothei Milage, distant about half a 
league. At the hoiu of \ capers they set out again, and 
travelled all night, along a veiy level road. 

On Satuiday, the 36th of J uly, they anived at a great city, 
which is called Nishapoic ; and befoio they icached it, at a 
distance of about a league, they ciossed some gieat plains, 
where many sticams of watei weie conducted to numcious 
fiuit gardens, and in these plains they found as many as four 
bundled tents pitched Those tents weie not made m the 
usual way, but they weie long, and ol black cloth, and a 
people called Alabaies lived in them 

These people do not possess anything but tlieii tents, and 
they do not live m cities 01 Milages, but in the open plains, 
as well in wintci as in summoi. They have Luge Hocks of 
sheep, and herds of cattle, besides twenty thousand camels. 
They wandci, with thou* flocks and herds, over all the terri- 
tory of the lord, and pay a yearly tribute of tlnee thousand 
camels and fifteen thousand sheep to him, foi the right of 
grazing m hxs tcnitoiv. When the ambassadois came to 
their tents, the chief came out, and led them to a tent, and 
gave them much milk and cream, accordmg to their custom. 

They depaited from the tents, and set out for the city, but 
Gomez de Salazar was loft behind in a village, veiy ill, as lie 
could not tiaYcl any longer. 

The city of Nishapoic is in a plain, and is suirounded by 
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gaidens, and very liandsome houses. The ambassadois weie 
conducted to very fine lodgings, and the chiefs of the city 
came to them with meat* and fruit, amongst which weie veiy 
laige and good melons, and also they sent them much wine. 
Aftei they had eaten, they weie piescnted with a lobe, as it 
was the oidei of the lord that, whenever they ainvcd at a 
city, they should eithci be piesented with a lobe or a hoise. 

Five leagues before they leached the city, they met a 
knight who was marshal of the army of the lord, named 
Melialioiga 1 He was sent to them, by the loid He said 
that the lord had sent him, to do them honour, and to pi o vide 
them with all that they requiicd. When he heaid that 
Gomez de Salazar was left behind sick, he went back for him, 
and found him so weak that he could not stand. On the 
same night he caused a littei to be made, and, placing Gomez 
upon it, caused him to be earned on men’s shoulders, to the 
city of Nishapoie, where he was lodged m a good house, 
and attended by the best doctors , but it pleased God that 
the said Gomez should end his days at this place. 

This city is veiy laige, and well supplied with all things. 
It is the chief city of Media, and heie they find toiquoises, 
and, though they are met with m othei places, those of 
Nishapore are the best that aie known. 3 They aie found in 
the earth, ncai a river which descends from a mountain, 
above the city. The neighbouihood is veiy populous, and 
feitile. Heie the land of Media ends, and the land of 
Khorassan commences, which is a great empue* 

On Sunday, the 27th of July, the ambassadors depaxted 
from this city, and slept near a deseitcd village. On Mon- 
day they slept at a largo place, called Ferrior, and most of 
the inhabitants fled, from fear of the soldiers of the lord ; for 
he had passed by, about twelve days before, and the troops 

i Malek Ali Oghlou 3 

* TLe torquoiso mines are in a mountain glon, about thirty miles from 
Hishapoio, 
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which followed lnm, liad done much damage. They gave 
lobes to the ambassadois at this place, which is vciy flat, and 
vciy hot. 

On Tuesday they slept m agieat city called I Tas eg ui, and 
dcpaitcd again in the night. On Wednesday, the 30lh of 
July, they came to a gieat city called Ojajan, %\heie they 
wcic leceivcd with much honoui, andwcic gi\en food, and 
all that they requited. In this city an Older ai lived fiom 
Shah Eolch Mceiza, a son of Timoiu 13cg, to invite the am- 
bassador to visit lnm at a city called Ilcmt, which was a good 
thnty leagues olf the load, on the light hand side, m the 
dncction of India, lie said that they should be iccoivcd with 
gieat honoui, and be supplied with all that they lequiietl 
They consulted with the officer who accompanied them, and 
answered that the gieat loid had oidercd that they should 
follow him as fast as possible, and that they trusted that he 
would, thcicfoic, excuse them. This Shah Jtokh Mceizfi 
was loid and cmperoi of this land of Khorassan, 1 

On the same day, the ambassadois reached the gieat city 
of Meshed, whcic the giandson of the prophet Mohammed 
lies interned. He was the son of Ins dauglitei, and they 
say he is a saint 2 He lies buncd in a great mosque, in £ 

1 Shah Rokh, Timoui’s youngest son, ■was so called fiom Tmiom 
having received news of hia bnth, whilo playing at chess lie had jus* 
made the move which the Persians called tihah Iiohh } chocking the kui£ 
with the castle. In 1397 Ins father gave him the government of Kho- 
lassan, which he retained until his doath in 1440. Shah Bokh was noi 
moio colehiatod for his piety and liberality, than foi his courago ant 
military virtues As regards this message to Clavijo, Shah Bokh secuii 
to have been particularly fond of sending and receiving embassies. Th< 
curious account of the embassy ho scut to a rajah of Southern India 
written by the envoy himself, Abdul Bizak, has boon already printer 
in one of the volumes of the Hakluyt Society — u India m the Fifteen tl 
Century j” and translations of the letters which passed between Shal 
Bokh and the emperor of China, were published in the u Asiatic Mis 
cellany,” in 1705. 

9 Ah Riza, the eighth Irnaum, is the Moshod saint. He was oightl 
m descent from Ali, the son-m-law of the prophet. 
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large tomb, which in covcied with silvei gilt On account 
of this tomb, the city is ciowded with pilgrims, vho come 
here in gicat numbeis eveiy yeai. When the pilgrims 
aniYe, they dismount, and lass the ground, saying that they 
have leached a holy place The ambassadors went to see the 
mosque; and, aft envoi ds, when, in othei lands, people hcaid 
them say that they had been to this tomb, they kissed then 
elolhes, saying that they had been ncai the holy Hoiazan 1 
This nephew of Mohammed was named Sultan Hoiazan, and 
thence, peiliaps, the land derives its name of Khoiussan. 2 

On Thursday, the last day of August, they came to a 
great city called Buelo, m the land of Ithorassan. This city 
is m a very healthy situation, and was better peopled than 
any place between it and Sultameh They remained here a 
shoit time, to obtain bailey and pi o visions, because they 
weic about to cioss a desert, fifty leagues in bieadth. When 
they had eaten, they mounted fiesh hoiscs to cross the 
descit, and, depaitmg in the evening, ti availed all night. 

On Friday they ti availed all day and night, but could not 
reach any inhabited place On Saturday, the 10th of August, 
at night, they leached a valley, covcied with coin fields A 
uvei ran through it, on the banks of which many Zagatay 
tents weie pitched, belonging to the host of Tirnour Beg, 
with many sheep, hoises, and camels, as in this valley theic 
was much glass 

When the ambassadors ai lived, they found a knight, who 
had been sent by the gicat loid, to do them honoui, and 
provide them with provisions, and to huny them on their 
journey, as much as possible. The name of this knight was 
Miiabozai. He came to the ambassadois, and said that he 
was sent to guide and assist them ; and at this place the 
ambassadois exchanged the attendance of the first knight 
whom the lord had sent, for that of this Mirabozai , but the 

1 Ilosoin^ 

8 Khoruasan means the pioviuco of the sun, oi of fehe oast. 
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foimci still continued m tlicn company, with Ins men, foi 
the sake of food, and foddti for Ins beasts The custom 
was that at any place wlieie they ai lived, whether it was 
a city oi a village, they wcic supplied with, much food, 
fiuits, and foddei foi hoiscs, being tlnce times as much 
as they wanted ; and men wcic made to watch the propci ty 
and hoises of the ambassadors day and night, and if any 
weic nnssmg, the people of the place had to make up 
the loss. If the people, when they amved, did not hung 
what was irquncd, they immediately received such a num- 
bci of blows, with sticks and whips, that it was won- 
dci Ail The chiefs of the place wcic then sent for, and 
brought bcfoic these knights, the fiist thing they hoard of 
being about blows and whippings. They received a won- 
deiful numbci, and xveie told that they knew it to he the 
command of the gicat loid that, when ambassadors weic on 
then way to him, they weic to receive honour, and every- 
thing they required : that the said knights had arrived with 
these Fiank ambassadors, and that they had not found any- 
thing ready for them : that the people should pay dearly foi 
such neglect of the ordeis of the gicat loid ; and that they 
would know, in futuie, what to expect when ambassadois 
amved, if cvciything was not icady. 

When they ai lived at any city or village, the fiist thing 
which the followcis of the knights, who accompanied the 
ambassadors, did, was to ask for the reis or chief of the 
place ; and they took the first man they met in the street, 
Snd, with many blows, forced him to show them the house 
of the reis The people who saw them coining, and knew 
they wore troops of Timoui Beg, ran away as if the devil 
was after them, and those who were behind their shops, 
selling merchandize, shut them up, and fied into their 
houses j and they said one to another, c * Elchcc” which 
means ambassador, and that, with the ambassadors, there 
would come a black day for them. 
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When they arrived at a village, the people bioughl out all 
the things that the ambassadois requued. You must know 
that, fiom the time that they took leave of the son-m-law of 
the lord, the; ambassadors and the ambassadoi of the Sultan 
of Babylon travelled in company ; and these things wcie 
not only done for the ambassadois, but for every one who 
tiavelled with oiders from the loid They were to kill any 
one who impeded the execution of his orders, and thus it 
was that the people were m maivcllous teiror of the loul, 
and of his servants. 

In these tents, the knights caused much cooked meat to 
be placed bcfoie the ambassadors, together with nee, milk, 
ci cam, and melons, which aie good and plentiful in this 
country. 

The people of these tents have no other dwelling place, 
and they wander over the plains, duiing both wmtei and 
summer. In summer they go to the banks of the livers, 
and sow their corn, cotton, and melons, which I believe to 
be the best that can be found in the world. They also sow 
much millet, which they boil with then milk. In the winter 
they go to the warm districts. The lord, with all his host, 
wanders m the same way over the plains, winter and sum- 
mer. His people do not march all togcthei, but the lord, 
with his knights and friends, seivants and women, go by one 
load, and the rest of the army by another, and so they pass 
theii lives. 

These people have many sheep, camels, and horses, and 
but few cows; and when the loid orders them to march 
with his army, they go with all that belongs to them, flocks 
and herds, women and children ; and so they supply the 
host with flocks, especially with sheep, camels, and hoiscs. 

With these people the lord has performed many deeds, 
and congueied in many battles , for they aie a people of 
great valour, excellent horsemen, expeit with the bow, and 
enuicd to haidships. If they have food, they eat; and if 
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not, they suffei cold and heat, hungci and thirst, bettci than 
an} people m the woild When they have no meat, they 
feed on milk and watei boiled togctlici, and they make then 
food in this mannci * — they fill a gieat cauldion*with watei, 
and, when it is hot, they poui in soui milk, and make a soit 
of cheese, which is as soui as vinegar. They then take thin 
cakes of floui, cut them vciy small, and put them m the 
eauldion When this mess is cooked, they take it out, and 
they go without othei food vciy well, and this is the food 
upon which they live 

They have no wood to cook then food, but they use the 
dung of the hoises and camels, and this food, which has 
been desenbed to you, is called lieu. 

At dawn the ambassadors depaited, with the knight who 
had been sent by the gieat loid, and travelled all night, and 
all next day, without seeing any habitation, except a laige 
deseited building, wheic they icsted, and piocurcd bailey 
for the hoi sec They were told that they wci e twelve leagues 
fiom any inhabited place. They depaited, m the night, 
with good fiesh hoises, and travelled in the night, on account 
of the gieat heat, and duung all this time they came to no 
watci. The journey was so long that the hoises weic tired, 
and unable to move, being icady to perish of heat and tliiisl ; 
the countiy was a sandy deseil, and they were all in danger 
of dying of thiist. 

A lad, belonging to the knight, had a horse which was a 
little fresher than the rest, and he went on as fast as he could, 
and anived at a river, where he wet some shirts and other 
clothes, and leturned with all haste ; and those who could get 
a chance, diank the water, for they wcic icady to faint fiom 
heat and thirst. A little before sunset they 1 cached a valley 
wheie there woie some tents of the Zagatays, near a liver 
they call Morghan . 1 The journey which they made, duiing 

1 The Mooighab? a docp stream of very pure water, with precipitous 
banks, fnnged with tamansks and a few reeds. On the cast banks there 
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the last day and night, was twenty good leagues of Cabtillc, 
and moic ; and they losted hcie all night. On Tuesday 
they departed, and, aftei two leagues, arrived at a laige 
building, which they call caravanserai, whcie there wcic 
Zagatays, guarding the hoises of the lord. 

They slept here, and, at the hour of vespeis, departed 
with good horses, and tiavcllcd over gieat plains, wlicic 
there were tents of the Zagatays; and they lemaincd there 
all Wednesday. 

On Thursday they departed, and took their siesta near a 
village, passing the niglrt on tho plain, near tho banks of 
this river. On Friday they again staitcd, and lasted, at noon, 
by the tents of some Zagatays, depaitmg, in the afternoon, 
on fiesh horses, and sleeping m the open an 

On Satuiday, the 9th of August, they dmed at a place 
called Salugai-sujassa, which once belonged to a great Caxis, 
whom they look upon as a saint. It was in a valley, near a 
river, and many channels of watei passed through the place, 
which was well peopled, and full of gardens, and beautiful 
vineyards. 

This Caxis, the lord of this place, ft as dead, and he left 
two children. When Tiraour Beg passed through the place, 
about ten days befoie, he took these children with him, to 
bring them up, as the Caxis was of a noble family. The place 
was governed by the mother of these children, who received 
the ambassadois with much honour, and gave them plenty 
of food, and all that they lequired, and dined with them. At 
night they departed on good hoises, and travelled all night. 

On Sunday they dined, and took their siesta, amongst some 
tents of the Zagatays, remaining there all day On Monday 
they staitcd very early, and slept in the plain ; and, at these 

are sloping sand lulls, on the west a desert sandy plain, overrun with 
camel thorn, and extending to the mountain harrier of Khorabsan. Tho 
valley abounds m pheasants and rock pigeons. Tho ancient city of 
Merve is in a plain, watered by the Moorghab. — Abbott’s Khiva, 
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tents, they gave them meat, and fiuit, and all they lcquiicd ; 
and, notwithstanding that they belonged to the loid’s anny, 
they were obliged to piovide all that the ambassadoi wanted, 
and men to watch their hoises day and night ; and they had 
to give up then tents to the ambassadoi s. When they 
ciossed any deseit, these people had to supply meat, foddei, 
and watei, at their own cost, though they wanted them for 
their own use. 

On Tuesday, the 12th of August, they dined and took 
tlicii siesta on a gieat plain, whcic theic was a laige build- 
ing, and men watching the hoises of the loid , and they 
mounted, and 1 ode away fiom that place, at the ho in of vcspeis. 

At the hour of vespers they dcpaited, and reached a city 
called Anchoy, of which one of the attendants of the am- 
bassadoi s was a native. This city was beyond the land of 
Media, m a land called Tagiguinia, and the language of the 
people diffeied fiom the Peisian The men of the city 
leceived the ambassadors with much honour, and they 
remained there until Thursday, the 14th of August. They 
weie well supplied with plenty of meat and wine ; and wcie 
presented with a lobe, and a horse. This city is in a plain, 
and is sunounded, for two leagues, by many guldens, vine- 
yaids, and houses, with numerous channels of watei. 

On Thursday afternoon they depaited, and slept amongst 
some tents of the Zagatays, in a plain, near the bonks of a 
liver. These Zagatays have received the privilege from the 
lord, to go wheic they like for pastuie foi their flocks and 
herds, as well in summer as in winter; and they scivctho 
loid in his wars, whenever they are called for. They do 
not leave theii women, children, and flocks behind, when 
they go to the wars, but take them all with them. The 
women, who have little children, when they travel, carry 
them in small cradles before them, on their horses, and they 
tie these cradles with broad bands, which they fasten round 
theii waists ; and thus they travel with their children, and 
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ude as light as if they were without them The poor people 
cairy then childien and tents on camels, and this way of 
tiavelling is veiy wcausome foi the clnldien, as the camels 
go vciy uneasily Not only do these people, whom we 
met on the load, live in these plains , but thcie aie a vast 
numbei ofolheis, foi, when we found some in any place, 
many otheis also appealed, in one pait 01 anothei, and so wo 
tiavelled amongst them Near towns, and places wheie 
there was water and pastuie, we met many ol them, and they 
weie so burnt by the sun, that they looked os if they had 
come out of hell 1 

This country was vciy flat, and vciy hot, and most of the 
tioops who followed the loid, tiavelled by night, and the 
ambassadois remained amongst these tents of the Zagat lys, 

1 The inhabitants of those doseitb, who fonned pait ol tho host of 
Timoui, have evei since been famouB for their tcmblo mioads into the 
Pei sian province of Kkorassan. They aie Tooikmans of the Soorn cioed, 
a cruel and rapacious i ace, and so fai cowaidly as always to pieloi flight 
to facing a supeuor force They aie divided into tbioe tubes, namely, 
the YamootSj Qollans , and TucLehs , 

The Yamoots consist of about twenty-five thousand families, and aie 
settled between Klnva and tho uvei Attiuck , they arc the least ugly 
ol the Toorkman tubes, Tho Goklans, ol twelve thousand lamihos, live 
between Astiabad and tho Attiuck , and tho Tuckohs, of thiity-fivo 
thousand families, waudoi between the sources of tho Attiuck and tho 
town of Meive 

The arms of tho Tooikmans are a spear ten feet long, and a swoid 
They aie excellent horsemen, and pass their lives in pillage and rapmo. 
Their iaids into Khorassan aie called throws When a chief deter- 
mines upon making one, a month is given to his folio wois, to get their 
hoi sea into piopei condition Spies aie sent out, and news being brought, 
the whole paity gallops swiftly on the prey, whether caiavan or villago. 
In a few minutes all is over, the people cairiod off into slaveiy, and the 
village burnt. Tho prisoners are tied to the saddle bows ol the captois, 
and are tieated with horrible cruelty, until they are finally sold in tho 
slave maikets of Khiva The horses of tho Tooikmans have been known 
to go over six hundred milos m six days. 

Tho tents of these Tool kmanb are of a conical form, tho framework 
being of wood, and folding up Thick felts are sti etched over this fi ame, 
and the tent may be made very warm, so as to protect its inmates flora, 
the severe winters—- Fraser; Feritr. 
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until nig lit. On Finlay, at noon, they came to a village, 
whcie they dined, and took then siesta In the night they 
amved at a great city, the name of which I ha\e fui gotten, 
but it was vciy laige, and foimcily it was walled, but now 
the wall ib fallen, and most of the city is dcbeitcd, and in 
tins city theie weie gieat edifices and mosques. The am- 
bassadors weic hcic piesented with lobes, and received with 
gieat lionoui. 

On Saturday they dcpaited on ficsli hoises, and slept 
amongst some tents of the Zagat.iys On Sunday there w as 
such a high wind that the men wcie obliged to dismount, 
and it was so hot, that it felt like file The loid led tluough 
sandy deseits, and the wind laised the sand in clouds, and 
concealed the load, so that they lost it many times during 
the day 1 The knight sent foi a man from the tents, to guide 
them, and it pleased God that they should find then way to 
a village called Alihed, wheie they took their siesta, and 
lcmamcd until the wind went down. In the night they slept 
at another village called Ux ; bat, as soon as the horses had 
eaten then barley, they set out again, and tiavelled all mglit, 
amongst small villages, and fimt gardens. 

On Monday, the 18th of August, they arrived at a city 
called Vaeq, which is veiy huge, and sunounded by a 
bioad caitlien wall, thirty paces acioss, but it is breached in 
many paits. Tins city had three divisions, and the first, 
between the fiist and second wall, was quite uninhabited, and 
much cotton was sown there The second was inhabited ; 
and the thud was well peopled , and, though tlio other cities wc 
had seen were without walls, this one was well provided with 
them. In this city the ambassadors were received with 
much honour, and were given meat and wine, and robes, 
and horses. On Tuesday they departed, and slept near a 

1 Tins is the desoit between Khiva, and Mervo, Jfc a broken and 
irregular surface of deep sand, with a small growth of brushwood, avoid- 
ing excellent fuel, and of the thorny herb which the camel loves. 
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village, and on Wednesday they dined and took their siesta 
in a village, and passed the night m the open ail. 

On Thuisday, the 21st of August, they 1 cached a great 
uvei called the Yiadme, 1 which is anothci of the nvcis 
which flow from Paradise. It is a league in width, and 
flows thiough a veiy flat couutiy, with gicat and wondeiful 
force, and it is veiy muddy. It is lowest m winter, be- 
cause the wateis aie fiozen m the mountains, and the snow 
does not melt ■ but in the month of April it begins to m- 
ciease, and goes on increasing continually for four months ; 
and this is because the summer melts the ice and snow. 
Last summei they said that it had swollen much moie than 
usual; for it increased so much that the water icachcd a 
village, near the banks, and destroyed many houses, doing 
gieat damage 2 

This livei descends fiom the mountains, flows through the 
plains of the temtory of Samaicand, and the land of Tax - 
tary, and falls into the sea of Bakou. 3 It separates the 
government of Samarcand fiom that of Khorassan. 

1 Oxus. 

2 The famous river Oxus rises in the lake of Sinkol, which it> fifteen 
thousand six hundred feet above the sea. It is a sheet of wafcoi, four- 
teen miles long and one broad, on tho high table land, called by the 
natives Bami-i-duniak, After watering the valley of BadakskaD, pass- 
ing through a mountainous legion, thnty miles south ol the old city of 
Balk, the Oxus enteis the deseit, and flows past Khiva into the sea of 
Aral, fertilizing a tiact of land, about a mile bioad, on oithci side It 
foimerly had another outlet into the Caspian, but that channel is now dned 
up It is navigable, and free fiom rocks, as fai as Koondooz, a distance of 
six hundred miles; but there are vast swamps at its mouth. Its average 
depth is nine feet, and the current runs at the rate of four knots an 
hour The inundations commence in May and end in October, and tho 
nver is often frozen over in the winter. Paige flat-bottomed boats are 
used on the nver, fifty feet long by eighteen, with the gunwale three 
feet above the water, when loaded They are made of logs of wood 
clamped together with iron, and one hundred and fifty men might be 
embarked on one of them A bndge of theso boats has usually been 
used by conquerors, m all ages, to transport thou invading armies acioss 
the Oxus — Burma; Abbott; Fraser, 

3 Tho Caspian. 
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FESTIVITIES AT THE COURT OP TIMOUR BEG. 


The lord Timour Beg, as soon as lie had gamed the govern- 
ment of Samaicand, desired to pass over this great livci, to 
conquei the land of Khoi assail. He thcicfoic caused a gieat 
budge of timber to be made, suppoited by boats ; and when 
his aimy had crossed, the bridge was dcstioycd ; but, on 
his icturn to Samaicand, he oidercd it to be made again, 
foi the passage of himself and his host ; and the ambassadors 
ciossed over on this budge ; and they said that the lord had 
given an older to destroy the biidge, as soon as all his host 
had passed over* Near this great river Alexander fought a 
battle with Porus, king of India, and defeated him , 1 * 

On the Thuisday that the ambassadors reached this great 
river, they crossed to the other side, and, m the afternoon, 
they airived at a gieat city called Termit, which once be- 
longed to India the Less, but is now in the territory oi 
Samaicand, having been conquered by Timour Beg, and 
from this place the empire of Samarcand begins. The terri- 
tory of this cmpiie of Samarcand is called Mongolia, and 
1 The good knight’s informant must have boon a bad geographer. 
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the language of the people is Mongol, so that those on the 
othei side of the livci do not know it, as they speak Fei wan: 
and the handwnting which they use on the Samaicand side 
of the iivei,is not undcistood by those on the othei side 
The loid has ceitain scubes who lead and wnte this Mongol 
wilting. The land of Samaicand is veiy populous, and 
yciy lich and fertile. 

The custom winch the loid causes to be ohseivcd at this 
gicat ii\ ci is, that when he has passed fiom one side to the 
othei, the people have to bieajc the biidge, and after wauls 
no one can cioss ovei , but theie aie boats m thi^ livci, 
which convey people from one side to the other, and no one 
is pci nutted to pass over m these boats, without showiug 
a lcttei stating whence he conics, and wlullici he goes, even 
when he is a native of the land. When, howevei, any one 
wishes to enter the land of Samai cand, this lettei is not 
lequiied. The loid has a great guaid placed at these boats, 
who take heavy tolls from those who use them. This guaid 
is also placed, because the loid has bi'ought many captives 
into Samaicand, fiom the countries wh^ch he has conqueied, 
to people the land, and enneh and ennoble it; so as to 
prevent them from escaping, and returning to their own 
land. Though, when the ambassadors passed, they found 
orphans, and women without suppoit, in the land of Pcisia 
and Khorassan ; yet the men had been taken by foice, to 
people the land of Samaicand, One bi ought a cow, another 
an ass, another a sheep 01 goat ; and they wcic fed, by the 
officers of the lord, on the load ; and in this way the loid 
conveyed above one hundred thousand persons to the land 
of Samaicand. 

This city of Teimit, which the ambassadors had leached, 
was veiy laige and populous, and it was without any wall. 
The city was sun ounded by many gardens and streams of 
water. I cannot tell you more of this city, because we were 
very tired when we reached oui lodging, exccpttbatwe passed 
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through populous sticets aiul squaies, wlicie they sold many 
things. The ambassadois weic received with much honoui, 
and supplied with all that they lequned, and weic presented 
with a silken lobe In this city a mcsscngei aimed fioni 
the loid, who came to the ambassadois, and said that the 
loid saluted them, anddesned to know how they had borne 
the journey, and how they had been tieated, and whethoi 
they would soon amvc, When this messenger departed, 
they gave him a lobe, and they also gave a Florentine iol>c 
to the knight who had been sent fiist, and who had conic 
with them, the ambassadoi fiom the Sultan ol Babylon doing 
the same. They also gave a hoi sc to the second knight, 
whom the loi d had sent ; foi such is the custom of all w ho 
come to the lord, to give something, and thus lespect the 
custom of giving and taking pi events. Then greatness is 
con&idcicd according to the number of presents they give, 
m honour of the loid, and such is the measure of the praise 
they leceive. 

On Friday, the 22nd of August, aftei dinner, the ambassa- 
dors depaitcd, and slept on the plain, near some large 
houses. On Saturday, they ti avcllcd over extensive plfiins, 
amongst many well peopled villages, and leached a village 
where they were supplied with all that they required. On 
Sunday, they dined at some large buildings, where the lotd 
is accustomed to stop, when he passes this way, and they 
were given much fruit and meat, wine and melons, and the 
melons were veiy good, and laigo, and abundant. The cus- 
tom is to place the fiuit before the ambassadors, on the 
ground. 

On that day they departed, and slept on a plain, near the 
hanks of a river. On Monday they dined at the toot of a 
high hill, where there was a handsome house, ornamented 
with veiy fine brick work, and in it there were many orna- 
mental patterns, painted m many colours. This hill is very 

high, and thcie is a pass leading up by a ravine, which looks 

10 
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ab if it hoc! been aitificially cut, and the hills use to a gieat 
height on cithci side, and the pass is smooth, and vciy deep 
In the ccntie of the pass there is a village, and the moun- 
tain uses to a gieat height behind This pass is called “ the 
gates of won” and m all the mountain langc thcic is no othci 
pass, so that it guaids the land of Samaicand,m the dnection 
of India. These “ gates of iron” pioducc a laigc icvenuc to 
the loid Timour Beg, foi all mcichants, who come fiorn 
India, pass this way. 

Timoui Beg is also loid of the other (e gates of iron” 
which are near Deibent, leading to the piovince of Taitaiy, 
and the city of Caffa, which arc also in vciy lofty moun- 
tains, between Taitaiy and the land of Deibent, facing the 
sea of Bakou ; and the people of Tartaiy arc obliged to use 
that pass, when they go to Peisia. The distance from the 
“gates of non 59 at Deibent, to those m the land of Samai- 
cand, is fifteen hundred leagues. 

Say if a gieat lord, who is master of these “ gates of won f 
and of all the land that is between them, such as Timoiu 
Beg, is not a mighty Bunco 1 Dcrbent is a very laigc city, 
with a laige territory. They call the “ gates of iron 99 by the 
names of Derbent and of Teirait. At this house they made 
the ambassadors a present of a horse ; and the horses of this 
countiy are much praised for then great spnit. These 
mountains of the c< gates of iron” are without woods ; 
and m foimei times, they say that there weic great gates, 
coveied with non, placed across the pass, so that no one 
could pass without an order. 

On this day they departed, and slept in the open air, on 
the top of a hill. On the next day they dmed and took 
their siesta near some tents of the Zagatays, on the banks of 
a liver. In the afternoon they rode on, and slept on the 
top of a langc of hills They stated again m the middle of 
the night, and dined next day at a village ; and hero an 
attendant of the Master Fray Alfonzo Pacz, who had been 
ill, depaited this life. 
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On Thursday, the 28tli of August, at the lioui of mass, 
they ai lived at the gieat city of Kcsh, 1 which is situated in 
a plain, tiavcised m evciy dnection by channels of watei, 
which migate many gaidens. The suiiounding eountiy 
was flat, and they saw many villages, well watei cd pastilles, 
and a vciy beautiful, bright, and well peopled country In 
these plains tlicie weic many coin fields, vincyaids, cotton 
plantations, melon giounds, and gloves of huit ticcs. The 
city was sunoundcd by a wall of caitli, with a deep ditch, 
and diawbudgcs leading to tlie gates 

The loid Timoui Beg, and hisfathci, wetc both natives of 
this city of Ivcsh. 

In this city there aie gieat mosques, and other edifices, 
especially a giand mosque which the lord Tiniour Beg has 
oideied to be built, for as yet it is not finished, within 
which the body of his father is mtened Theie is also 
another gieat chapel, which Timour Beg has oideied to be 
built, for his own body* and it was not finished. They say 
that when he was here, a month ago, lie did not like this 
chapel, saying that the door was low, and oideiing it to be 
raised, and they aie now working at it. The firstborn son of 
Timour Beg is also intened m this mosque, named Jchanghir. 2 
This mosque, with its chapels, was vciy rich, and beautifully 
ornamented m blue and gold, and within it there was a large 
couit, with trees, and ponds of water. In this mosque the 
loid gives twenty boiled shoep every day, for the souls of 
his father and son, who lie buucd there. 

3 The town of Kesli is thirty-six miles south of Samarcand TimouiN 
famous defendant Baber, tlio fiist Gieat Mogul, tells us that m spnng 
tlie walls and toiracos of the houses at Kosh aie always green and 
cheerful, Timour and Baber both mention Kosh as Shelter Subz, or the 
verdant city ** 

3 Timour’s oldest son Johanghir died in 1372, when his father was 
just commencing his career of conquest, Txmoui’s grief ttas very great, 
for he loved his son. The body was taken to Kenh, and mton ed in a 
superb tomb. lie was only twenty years old, and left two sons, Mo- 
hammed, and Poor Mohammed, tho latter having been born forty days 
after tho death of bis father . — AH nf Ve?A. 
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When the ambassadois arrived, they wcic conducted to 
this mosque* and provided with much meat and fxuit , and, 
when they had dined, they were taken to thcii lodging, m a 
gieat palace. 

On Fiiday they were taken to see some gieat palaces, 
which the loid has oideied to be built, and they say that 
they have been working at them eveiy day, foi twenty yeais, 
and many workmen aie still employed on them These 
palaces had a long entiancc, and a veiy high gateway. On 
each side there wcic aiches of buck, covered with glazed 
tiles, and many patterns in various colours. These aiches 
formed small lecesses, without doois, and the giound was 
paved with glazed tiles They aie made foi the attendants 
to sit in, when the loid is hcie 

In front of the fiist entrance there was another gateway, 
leading to a great court yard paved with white stones, 
and suirounded by doorways of veiy rich woikmanship. In 
the centre of the court tlieie was a gieat pool of water, and 
this coiut was three hundied paces wide. The court led to 
the body of the building, by a very broad and lofty dooi- 
way, ornamented with gold and blue patterns on glazed tiles, 
lichly and beautifully woiked. On the top of this doorway 
there was the figure of a lion and a sun, which aie the arms 
of the lord of Samarcand ; and, though they say that Tim our 
Beg oidered these palaces to be built, I believe that the for- 
mer loid of Samaicand gave the order ; because the sun and 
lion, which are here represented, are the aims of the loids of 
Samarcand ; and those which Timour Beg bcais, are three 
circles like O’s, drawn in this manner oo and this is to signify 
that he is lord of the three parts of the woild. He ordeied 
this device to be stamped on the coins, and on everything 
he had; and for this leason I think that some othci loid 
must have commenced this palace, before the time of Timom 
Beg. The lord has these three O’s on his seals, and he has 
oidered that those who aie tnhutaiy to him shall have it 
stamped on the coins of then countries. 
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This dooiway led to a lcccption room, tlic walU of which 
wcie covcicd with polibhed glazed tiles, in gold and blue 
patterns, and the ceiling was gilded all ovci. Thence the 
ambassadois were taken to so many chambcis, that it would 
take a long time to desciibc them all, in which tlieio weio 
ornamental woiks in gold and blue, and many other colovus, 
executed with wondeiful skill. They weie also shown the 
apaitmcnts which the loid has caused to be made foi Ins 
women, which weie covered with strange and rich orna- 
ments, both on the walls, ceilings, and floois, and many 
skilled woikmcn weie employed m this palace 

Aftcnvaids the ambassadoi s went to see a chamber, which 
the loid had set apait foi feasting, and foi the company of 
his women. In front of it theie was a gieat garden, in 
which there weie many shady tices, and all kinds of fruit 
trees, with channels of water flowing amongst them. The 
garden was so large, that gieat numbcis of people might 
enjoy themselves there in summci with gieat delight, near 
the fountains, and undei the shade of the ticca. The woik- 
mansliip of this palace wa& so lich that it would be impossi- 
ble to describe it, without gazing and walking over every- 
thing, with slow steps. The mosque and palace arc amongst 
the magnificent edifices which the loid has oidercd to be 
built, in honour of his father, who lies interred there, and 
was a native of this city. But though he was a native of 
this city, he did not belong to the races of this land, hut was 
of a lineage called Zagatay, which came from the land of 
Tartary when this countiy was conquered, as will presently 
be related to you 

The father of Timoui Beg 1 was a man of good family, but 

1 Timour was the son of Teragay Kovian. He gives the following 
account of Ins lineage, in his memoirs . — “ My father told mo that wo 
wore descendants from Abu-al-Atrak (father of the Turks) the son of 
Japhet His fifth, son, Aljeh Khan, had twin sons, Tate and Mogul, 
who placed their feet on the paths of infidelity, Tuniono Khan had 
a sou Kabul, whose son, Munga Bahadur, was the iathor of Tomugm, 
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small estate, Yvitli not moie than thice or four mounted 
attendants. He lived in a village, near this city of Kesli, foi 
the men of this land prefer living m the villages, and m the 
plains, to living m cities. His son, also, had not moie than 
foui 01 five hoises. I will now tell you, what was told to the 
ambassadois, as ceitain tiuth m tins city, and m other paits. 
It is said that Timour, having foui 01 five scivants, went 
out one day to steal a sheep, and on anothci day a cow, by 
foice, from the people of the countiy. When he had got 
them, he ate them with his followcis , and some because of 
the plundei, otheis because he was abiave and good heaited 
man, joined him, until he had a foice of thiee hundied 
mounted followers. Fiom that time he tiavciscd the coun- 
tiy, to iob and steal all he could lay hands on, foi him- 
self and his companions, and he also frequented the loads, 
and plundcied the merchants . 1 

News of these doings reached the cmpeioi of Samai- 

called Zengis Khan Zengis Khan abandoned the duty of a conquoror 
by slaughtering the people, and plundering the dominions of God, and 
he put many thousands of Moslems to death. lie bestowed Mawur-ul- 
naher on his son Zagatai, and appomted my ancestor, Karachar Nevian, 
to bo bis minister. 

“ Karacher appointed the plain of Kesh foi the residence of the tribe 
of Bellas (his own tube), and he subdued the countries of Kashgar, 
BadakBhan, and Andecan He was succeeded by his son Ayettekuz as 
Sepah jSalar (general). Then followed my grandfather, tho Ameer 
Burkul, who retired from ofhee, and contented himself with tho govern- 
ment of his own tube of Bellas He possessed an incalculable number 
of sheep and goats, cattle and servants On his death my father suc- 
ceeded, but he also preferred seclusion, and the society of learned men.” 
— Timour's Memoirs 

1 In tho year 1355, when he was twenty years of age, Timour’s fathei 
made over to him a numbei of tents, sheep, camels, and servants. In 
1356 he wished to unite the tube of Berlas and icbel, and the death of 
his mother made him very melancholy, and induced him to give up am- 
bitious projects for a short time ; but m the following year he was 
engaged in a fight with some invaders From this time he was con- 
stantly engaged m war, and soon became famous for his enterpiise and 
daring, amongst the Zagatayan chiefs — Timour' a Memoirs 
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cand, who was loid of that land, and ho oideicd tlio lobbci 
to he killed, whcicvei he could be found. But thcic t\cic 
Zagatay knights at the couit of the empcioi, of Timoui ’a 
lineage, w r ho obtained his paidon, and bi ought lnm to live 
at couit. Of these knights, who obtained Ins paidon, two 
still live with Timour, and the one is called Omai Tobai, 
and the othei Caladay Sheikh 

They say that, Mhcn Timoui lned with the cmpeioi of 
Samaicand, lie became so cm aged against him, that he 
oidcrcd him to he killed, hut Timoui was mfoimed of it, 
and Hod with his follow cis, lctiiining to his life of lobbery 
One day, when he had plundeicd a cat avail of niei chants, he 
obtained gicat wealth, and went to a land called Scistan, 
where he stole sheep and hoises, for that land is very lich in 
flocks : and he had as many as five hundred followers. 
When the people of Seistan knew this, they assembled 
togethci i and, one night, when he had fallen upon a gicat 
flock of sheep, they attacked him, killed many of his men, 
knocked him off his horse, and wounded him in the light 
leg, which lamed him. They also wounded him m the light 
hand, and cut off two of the fingeis, leaving him for dead 1 
As soon as he was able, he got up, and went to the tents of 
some people who wcio encamped in a plain, whence he 
letumed to collect his followers again. 

The emperor of Samaicand was not liked by his subjects, 
especially by the common people, and some of the nobles 
also wished him ill. They pioposed to Timour to kill the 
emperor, and declared that they would raise him to power 
in his place. The conspiracy went so fax that the empeior, 
being in a city neai Samaicand, was attacked and defeated 
by Timour. He fled to the mountains, and called to a man 

1 Timour *s own account is that the Wall of Soistan, named Jolabud- 
Doen Mohammed, asked for his assistance ; but that in a battle ho was 
wounded in tho arm and the foot, but, he adds , (t I did not feel it at the 
time ” 
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to hide and protect him, pionusmg to make him lich, and 
giving him some valuable jewels. This man, instead of 
hiding him, betiayed him to Timoui, who presently came 
and killed him, and took the city of Samar cand. Timoui 
manicd the wife of the late cmpcioi, named Cano , 1 which 
means “ gieat empress,” and she is still his chief wife. 
Aftciwaids he conqucied the land of Khorassan, taking ad- 
vantage of a quanel between two biothcis, lords of that 
land. Thus it was that he gained these two empiics of 
Khoiassan and Samarcand, and such was his oiigin. 

One of those who was a companion of Timour Beg fiom 
the fiist, was a Zagatay of his own lineage, and was amongst 
those whom he ti listed most. He mamed one of his sistcis, 
and was made a gieat loid, over many people. He had a 
son named. JanzaMeciza, who is now the most confidential 
friend of the loid, and is captain and constable of the aimy, 
so that, besides the loid, no one commands m the army but 
him, and all the aimy and people are content with him . 3 

The reason why the Tartars came to this land, and took 
this name of Zagatays, was as follows : — a long time ago 
theie was an empcroi of Taitaiy, who was native of a city 
called Dorgancho, which is as much as to say cc the trcasuie 
of the woild.” This emperor ruled over a vast tcmtoiy, 
which he had conquered, and, when he died, he left foui 
sons named Gabuy, Zagatay, Esbcque, and Chaicas , 8 all sons 
of one mother. When the fathei died, he divided the land 
amongst his sons, and Zagatay received this land of Samar- 
cand, with other territory. The father told his four sons to 
be as one, for that on the day in which discord arose amongst 

1 hfulk Khanutn, the daughter of Kazan, Sultan of Samaroand, and 
mother of Shah Kokh Ehcmum means e( lady.” 

2 Janza Moerza’s death is described in the last chapter. 

3 The sons of Zengis Khan were Jojy Khan, Tuli Khan, Octal Khan, 
and Zagatai Khan Authors differ as to the propor way of spelling their 
names. J ojy Khan’s name is spelt m five different ways. (8oo Asiatic 
Miscellany) 



OX US TO SVMVROVND 


120 


them, they would be lost Tins Zagatay uas a man of gieat 
biavciy and gcnciosity, but there lose up envy amongst 
the biothcis, and they made wai upon each other ’When 
the people of Samaicand saw this, they lose against Zagatav, 
killed him, with many of his followers, and made one of then 
own countrymen, cmpeior 1 

Many folio weis of Zagatay lcmamcd in the land, in 
possession of piopcily ou which to live , and, when then 
mastci was killed, all the people of the counliy called them 
Zagatays, and that is the ongin of the name. Timoui Hog, 
and the othei Zagatays who lollow linn, aic descended from 
these Zagatay Taitais, and many people of the land of 
Samarcand have now taken this name of Zagatay, that they 
may sliaie in the gieat name which the Zagatays have now 
attained. 

The ambassadois wcie in this city of Kesh during the 
Thursday on which they ai lived; and, having depaited on 
Fiiday afternoon, they passed the night m a village. On 
Saturday, the 30th of August, they dined at a gieat house, 
which the lord had built, m a plain near the banks of a livex*, 
and in the midst of a large and vciy beautiful garden. They 
passed the night in a laigc village, which was a league from 
Samaicand, called Mcccr. The knight who conducted them, 
now left the ambassadors, as on that day they could easily 
leach the city of Samarcand ; he said that he would announce 
then approach to the gieat lord, and that he would send a 
man to report their arrival ; and that night the man was 
sent to leport it to the great loid 

Next day, at dawn, he returned with an oidei from the 
great lord to the knight, that the ambassadois, and the am- 
bassador of the Sultan of Babylon, who travelled with them, 

3 This is a mistake. Zagatai was his father’s chief justice ; and on 
xho death of Zengis Khan in 1227, ho became iuIci of Samarcand. 
His descendants ruled in Samaicand until Timour was crowned in 1363; 
and, indeed, during the whole reign of Timour, a puppet descendant of 
Zagatai was treated with outward reverence. 
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should be taken to a gaiden near the village, and remain 
there until he gave fuithci oidcis On Sunday, the 31st of 
August, at dawn, the ambassador wcie taken to this gaiden, 
which was sunounded by a mud wall, and might be about a 
league round. It contained a gicat number of fiuit tices of 
all kinds, except citions and limes ; it was tiaveised by many 
channels of water, and a laige stieam flowed tlnough the 
ccntie. These channels flowed amongst the tices, which 
wcie large and tall, and gave a pleasant shade. In the 
centre of the avenues formed by the trees, there wcie 
raised platforms, which traversed the whole garden. There 
was also a high mound of earth, made level on the top, and 
surrounded by wooden palings , and on this hill there weie 
palaces, with chambeis veiy uchly ornamented with gold 
and blue, upon polished tiles. This hill was sui rounded by a 
very deep ditch, full of water, into which the water pouicd 
down from a laige pipe. 

To ascend the hill, there weie two biidges, on opposite 
sides; and after the biidges were crossed, there weie two 
doors, which opened upon flights of stairs leading up to the 
summit of the hill, where the palace stood. In this gai den 
there weie deer, and many pheasants. Beyond the garden 
there was a gieat vineyaid, as large as the garden, which 
was also surrounded by a mud wall, and all round the wall 
theie weie rows of tall trees, which looked very beautiful. 
They call this garden and palace Talicia , and m their own 
language Calbet • and, m this garden, the ambassadors were 
given much food, and all that they required. They had 
their tents pitched on the grass, near a stieam of water, and 
there they remained. 

On Thursday the 4th of September, a noble who was 
related to the lord, came to the gaiden, and told the am- 
bassador that the lord was occupied with the business of 
some ambassador from the emperor Tokatmish, and that, 
therefoie, he could not see them yet : but, that they might 
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not be impatient, lie had sent some leficslimcnts to them, 
and to the ambassador of the Sultan, that they might make 
meny foi that day. They bi ought many sheep, cooked and 
dressed, and a roasted hoi sc, with ucc scLved up m various 
ways, and much fi uit When they had eaten, they wcie pre- 
sented with two horses, a robe, and a hat. The ambassadois 
weie m this garden fiom Sunday, the 31st of August, to 
Monday the 8th of September, when the lord scut foi them , 
for it is the custom not to see any ambassadoi until live or 
six days aie passed, and the moic impoitant the ambassador 
may be, the longer he has to wait 

On Monday, the 8th of September, the ambassadois 
departed from the garden where they had been lodged, and 
went to the city of Samar cand. The road went over a plain 
coveied with gaidens, and houses, and maikets where they 
sold many things ; and at three in the afternoon they came 
to alaige gaiden and palace, outside the city, wheie the loid 
then was. When they amved, they dismounted, and entered 
a building outside ; wheie two knights came to them, and said 
that they weie to give up those picscuts, which they bi ought 
for the lord, to certain men who would lay them bcfoic him, 
for such weie the ordeis of the pm ate Mceizas of the loid ; 
so the ambassadors gave the presents to the two knights. 
They placed the presents m the aims of men who wore to 
carry them respectfully bcfoic the lord, and the ambassador 
fiom the Sultan did the same with the pi esents which he 
brought. 

Tho entrance to this garden was vciy broad and high, and 
beautifully adorned with glazed tiles, in blue and gold At 
this gate there weie many porters, who guarded it, with 
maces in then hands. When the ambassadors entered, they 
came to six elephants, with wooden castles on theft' backs, 
each of which had two banners, and there were men on the 
top of them The ambassadors went forward, and found the 
men, who had the pic&cnts well ananged on then aims, and 
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they advanced with them m company with the two knights, 
who held them by the aim pits, and the ambassador whom 
Timoui Beg had sent to the king of Castillo was with them , 
and those who saw him, laughed at him, because he was 
dressed in the costume and fashion of Castillo 

They conducted them to an aged knight, who was seated 
in an ante-ioom. He was a son of the sistei of Timoui Beg, 
and they bowed 1 cvci cntially bcfoie him. They weie then 
bi ought bcfoic some small boys, grandsons of the loid, who 
weie seated in a chamber, and they also bowed befoie them. 
Here the letter, which they bi ought fiom the King to 
Timour Beg, was demanded, and they piescntcd it to one of 
these hoys, who took it. He was a son of Milan Meciza, the 
eldest son of the loid. The tlucc boys then got up, and 
earned the lettei to the loid , who desued that the ambassa- 
dors should be bi ought bcfoie him. 

Timour Beg was seated in a portal, in fiont of the entrance 
of a beautiful palace ; and he was sitting on the giound. 
Before him thcie was a fountain, which threw up the watci 
veiy high, and in it thcie weie some led apples. The loid 
was seated cioss-legged, on silken cmbioideied carpets, 
amongst lound pillows. He was diessed in a lobe of silk, 
with a high white hat on his head, on the top of which thcie 
was a spinal ruby, with pcails and piecious stones lound it. 

As soon as the ambassadois saw the loid, they made a 
icveiential bow, placing the knee on the giound, and moss- 
ing the aims on the breast; then they went foiwaid and 
made auothoi ; and then a tliiid, remaining with their knees 
on the ground. The loid oidercd them to use and come 
foiwaid; and the knights, who had held them until then, 
let them go. Thice Mecizas, who stood before the lord, 
and wore his most intimate conncillois, named Alodalmclcc 1 
Mceiza, Boiundo Meciza, and Nooi Eddm* Mceiza, then 

1 AJbrtuJmalec — ct Servant of tho king ” 

* Nooi-ud-tloon — tc Light of the faitb.” 
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came and took the ambassadois by the aims, and led them 
fonvaid until they stood togethci bcfoie the laid This was 
done that the loul might see them bettci ; for lus eyesight 
was bad, being so old that the eyelids had fallen down 
entnely. He did not give them his hand to lass, lor it was 
not the custom foi any gicat loid to lass his hand ; but he 
asked alter the king, saying, “ How is my son the king ? is 
he in good health When the ambassadois had answcied, 
Timour Beg turned to the knights who weie seated aiound 
him, amongst whom weie one ol the sons of Tokatmish, the 
foimci empcioi of Taitaiy, scvcial chiefs of the blood of the 
late empcioi ol Samaicand, and otheis ol the family of the 
loid himself, and said, tfc Behold 1 hcie aie the ambassadois 
sent by my son the king of Spain, who is the gxcatcst king 
of the Pi dnks, and lues at the end of the world These 
Fianks aie tiuly a gicat people, and I will give my benedic- 
tion to the king of Spam, my son. It would have sufficed 
if he had sent you to me with the Icttci, and without the 
piescnts, so well satisfied am I to lieai ol his health and 
pi osp cious slate.” 

The lettei which the king had sent was held before the 
loid, in the hand of Iris giandson , and the master of theo- 
logy said, tlnougli Ins interpreter, that no one undcistood 
how to lead the lettei except lmnsclf, and that when Ins 
highness wished to lieai it, lie would read it The loid then 
took the letter from the hand of his grandson and opened it, 
sajmg that he would hcai it picscntly, and that he would 
send foi the mastci, and see him in piivatc, when he might 
lead it, and say what he desired 

The ambassadors weie then taken to a 100m, on the right 
hand side of the place wlieic the loid sat ; and the Mcerzas, 
who held them by the aims, made them sit below an atubaa- 
sadoi, w r bom the emperoi Cbayscan, lord of Cathay, had 
sent to Timour Beg to demand the yeaily tiibutc* which was 
foi nici ly paid. "When the lord saw the ambassadors seated 
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below the ambassadoi fiom the loid of Cathay, lie sent to 
01 del that they should sit above him, and he bedow them. 
As toon as they weie seated, one of the Mecizas of the loid 
came and said to the ambassador of Cathay, that the loid 
had 01 dcicd that those who weie ambassadois fiom the king 
of Spam, his son and fnend, should sit above him ; and that 
he who was the ambassadoi fiom a thief and a bad man, his 
enemy, should sit below them ; and £loiii that time, at the 
feasts and enteitainmcnts given by the loid, they always sat 
m that oi dei. The Meeiza then oideied the mteipretci to 
tell the ambassadois what the loid had done foi them. 

This emperor of Cathay is called Chuyscan, which means 
nine empnes; but the Zagatays called him Tangus, which 
means “pigempeioi ” He is the loid of a gieat countiy, 
and Timour Beg used to pay him tribute, but he icfuscs to 
do so now. As soon as these ambassadois, and many othcis, 
who had come fiom distant countries, were seated m order, 
they bi ought much meat, boiled, loasted, and diessed m 
other ways, and roasted horses , and they placed these sheep 
and horses on veiy laigc round pieces of stamped leather. 
When the loid called for meat, the people diagged it to him 
on these pieces of lcathei, so gieat was its weight; and as 
soon as it was within twenty paces of him, the cai veis came, 
who cut it up, kneeling on the leathei . They cut it m pieces, 
and put the pieces m basins of gold and silver, earthenware 
and glass, and poicelam, which is veiy scaice and precious. 
The most honorable piece was a haunch of the horse, with 
the lorn, but without the leg, and they placed paits of it in 
ten cups of gold and silvei. They also cut up the haunches 
of the sheep. They then put pieces of the tripes of the 
horses, about the size of a man’s fist, into the cups, and 
entire sheep’s heads, and m this way they made many dishes. 
When they had made sufficient, they placed them in rows, 
Then some men came with soup, and they spunklcd salt 
over it, and put a little into each dish, as sauce ; and they 
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took some vciy thin cakes of corn, doubled them foui times, 
and placed one ovei each cup 01 basin of meat 

As soon as this was done, the Mceizas and couiticis of 
the loid took these basins, one holding each side, and one 
helping behind (foi a single man could not lift them), and 
placed them befoie the loid, and the ambassador, and the, 
knights who wcie theic , and the loid sent the ambassador 
two basins, fiom those which wcie placed befoie him, as a 
maik of favoui When this food was taken away, moic was 
bi ought, and it is the custom to take this food, which is 
given to them, to then lodgings, and if they do not do so, 
it is taken as an affiont, and so much of this food was 
bi ought, that it was quite wonderful. 

Another custom is, that when they take any food fiom 
befoie any of the ambassadors, they give it to their retinue ; 
and so much food was placed befoie them, that, if they had 
taken it away, it would have lasted them foi half a year. 
When the loast and boiled meats weic done with, they 
brought meats dressed in vanous other ways, and halls of 
foiced meat ; and after that, theic camcfiuit, melons, gi apes, 
and nectaiines , and they gave them dunk out of silver 
and golden jugs, paiticularly sugar and cieam, a jdeasant 
bcvei age, which they make in the smnmci time. 

When dinner was finished, the men who boie the pie- 
sents on their aims passed before the lord, and the same 
was done with the presents sent by the Sultan of Babylon ; 
and three hundred hoises wcie also brought before die lord, 
which had been presented that day. Aftex this was done 
the ambassadors lose, and a knight was appointed to attend 
upon them, and to see that they wcie provided with all that 
they required This knight, who was the chief portci of the 
lord, conducted the ambassadors, and the ambassador from 
the Sultan of Babylon, to a lodging near the place where the 
lord abode, in which thcie was a garden, and plenty of water. 

When the ambassadors took leave of the lord, lie caused 
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the presents 1 2 which the king had sent, to bo bi ought, 
and icceived them with much complacency. He divided 
the scailet cloth amongst his women, giving the laigest 
shaie to his chief wife, named Cano, 3 who was in this gaidcn 
with him. The other presents, bi ought by the ambassadoi 
4*1 om the Sultan, wcie not icceived, but letuincd to the men 
who had chaige ol them, who icceived them, aud kept them 
for thice days, when the loid oidciod them to be hi ought 
again : because it is the custom not to leccive a picscnt until 
the third day This house and garden, wheie the loid 
received the ambassadors, was called Dilkooslia, 9 and m it 
thoie weie many silken tents, and the loid lemamed theic 
until the following Fnday, when he went to anothci gaidcn, 
wheie theic was a vciy iicli palace, which he had lately 
oidercd to be built, called Bayginai. 4 

On Monday, the 15th of Septembci, the lord went fiom 
that palace and gaiden to anothei, which was vciy beautiful 
This garden had a veiy lofty and handsome cntiancc, made 
of biicks, and adorned with tiles m blue and gold, arranged 
in vaiious patterns. On this day the loid oidercd a great 
feast to be prepaicd, and sent for the ambassadors, and 
many other people, both men and women. This garden 
is veiy laige, and contains many fruit, and othci ticcs, 
which give shade. Amongst them there wcie avenues, and 
wooden ten aces, on which the people walked. In the 
gaiden there wcie many tents, and awnings of led cloth, 
and of vanous colouied silks, some embi oidercd in various 
ways, and others plain. In the centre of the garden thcie 
was a veiy beautiful house, built m the shape of a cioss, 
and very richly adorned with ornaments. In the middle of 
it theic were thiee chambers, foi placing beds and caipets 

1 Amongst the presents there was a “ suit of tapestry, which eclipsed 
the pencil of the oriental artists — Gibbon, chap lxv. 

2 Mvllc Khanum 8 Dil-lhicsln — f< Heart’s delight ” 

4 Bagh-e chenai * — “Plane-treo garden/’ mentioned by Babei 
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m, and the walls weie coveicd with glazed tiles. Opposite 
the enhance* m the hugest of the cliambcis, thcie was a 
silvci gilt table, as high as a man* and tlnce aims hi odd, on 
the top of which thcie was a bed of silk cloths* cmbioideml 
with gold* placed one on the top of the other, and lieie the 
loid was seated. The walls weie hung with losc-coloured 
silk cloths* ornamented with plates of silver gilt* set with 
cmeialds* peails* and othei piecious stones* laslciully ai- 
langed Above these ornaments thcie weic pieces oi silk, a 
palmo bioad* whence hung tassels of vanous colouis^ and the 
wind moved them backvvaids and foiwaid*'., which caused a 
vciy pictty effect Bcfoic the gieat aicli, which foinicd the 
enhance to the cliambci, thcie weic ornaments of the same 
kind, and silk cloths ionised up by spear poles* and kept to- 
gether by silken coids* with laige tassels, which came down 
to the giound. The othei chambcis weie furnished in the 
same way* and on the floois theic weic caipets and lush mats 

In the ccntze of the house, opposite the dooi, thcie weie 
two gold tables* each standing on foui legs* and the table and 
legs weie all in one They weic each five puhnos long* and 
thee bioad, and seven golden phials stood upon them, two 
of which were set with laige peails, cmeialds, and torquoiscs, 
and each one had a mby near the month Thoie wcic also 
six lound golden cups, one of which was set with huge round 
clear pearls, inside, and in the centre of it thcie was a ruby, 
two fingers bioad, and of a biilliant colour. 

The ambassadors were invited to this feast by the loid, hut 
they had to wait for their mtei pictcr, and when they aui\ ed 
the lord had dined. The loid said that, on anothci clay, 
when he sent for them, they weie to come at once, and not 
to wait for the intcipretei, but that this time he would for- 
give them. Ho had made this feast for them, that they 
might see the house, and the people. The lord was m a great 
rage with the Mecrzas, because the ambassadors did not 
come an time for tbc feast* and because the inicipietci was 
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not with them. Ho sent for the intcipreter, and said, — 
“ How is it that yon have caused me to be emaged, and put 
out? Why weie you not with the Frank ambassador s ? I 
order that a hole be bored thiough your nose, that a rope be 
passed thiough rt, and that you be diagged thiough the 
aimy, as a punishment ” He hadscaicely finished speaking, 
when men took the interpreter by the nose, to boie a hole in 
it ; and the knight, who attended upon the ambassadors by 
ordci of the lord, asked foi mercy, and he was paidoncd, 
escaping the infliction of his sentence. 

The lord sent to the ambassadors, at their lodging, to say 
that as they had not been at the feast, they should have a 
part of it; and he sent them five sheep, and two gieat jais 
of wine. At this feast many people were assembled, as well 
ladies as great nobles, and many othei people ; but as the 
ambassadors did not sec this house and garden, noi the 
chambers in it, they spoke to some of the people who had 
seen them. 

On Monday the 2£nd of September, the lord went to 
another house and garden, which was suirounded by a high 
wall, and at each corner was a high round tower. In the 
middle thcie was a house in the shape of a cross, with a great 
pond in front ; and this house was larger than thoso in any 
of the gaidens which they had yet seen, and the work in 
gold and blue was the uchest. These houses and gardens 
weie outside the city, and this house was called Bagino. 

The lord ordeicd a great feast to be picparcd, and the 
ambassadors were invited to it, and many people were 
assembled. In this feast, the lord gave an order that wine 
should be drunk, but the people are not allowed to dunk 
wine publicly, nor in secret, without permission. The wine 
is given after dinner, and they serve it out in such quantities, 
and so often, that it makes the men drunk ; and they do not 
consider that there is either pleasure or festivity without being 
drunk. The attendants serve the wine on theii knees, and when 
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one cup is finished, they give anothei , and these men have 
no othei duty, except to give another cup, as soon as the fiisl 
is finished As soon as one attendant is tn ed of filling the cups, 
anothei takes his place, and you must not think that one 
attendant supplies all, hut he confines himself to one or two. 
so as to make them dunk more ; and those who do not wish 
to drink the wine, aie told that they insult the lord, at whose 
lequcst they dunk. They give the cups full, and they must 
not leave any wine in them ; and if they leave any, the 
attendants will not take the cup fiom them, but make them 
dunk it all. They dunk fiom one cup, once 01 twice, and 
if they aie called upon to diink by then love of the loid, 01 
by the loid’s head, they must drink it all at one pull, with- 
out leaving a drop. 

They call the man who drinks the most wine Bahadur . 
which is as much as to say “ a valoious man”; and he who 
does not dunk, is made to do so, although he does not wish 
it . 1 

On this day, bcfoie the ambassadois came to the lord, he 
sent one of his Mcerzas, with a jug of wine, and a message, 
asking them to di ink the wine before they came, so that they 
might anive in a jovial mood. Befoie the loxd arrived, they 
were seated accoiding to the older obseived at the previous 
intei view ; and the diinkmg lasted a long time. The food 
consisted of many roasted horses, boiled and roasted sheep, 
and nee cooked m then mode. After they had eaten, one of 
the Mecizas of the lord came with a silvei basin, full of their 
silvei coins, called Tagaes ; and they scattered them over 
the ambassadors, and over the rest of the company, and when 
they had done this, they put what was left into the skirts of 
their clothes. The lord then caused the ambassadors to be 

1 In those days most of the Mohammedan sovereigns of Oenfcial Asia 
died of delirium tremens; so that tobacco was a iortunatc discovery for 
these people. Baber, in Ins Memoirs, gives some idea of tko diinkmg 
propensities of himself and kindred* 
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clothed in lobes, and they bowed then knees to him thicc 
times, accoidmg to the custom , and he said that they should 
come and dine with him again, on auotlici day. 

On the next day, which was the 23id of Scptcmbci, the 
loid went to anothei house and gaulcn, ncai the foimci 
one, called Dilicaya , wlicie lie gave anothei feast, at which 
a gi*cat multitude of his followers weic assembled, and the 
ambassadois also went 

This house and gaiden is very beautiful ; aud on this 
occasion the loid was veiy jovial, and he diank wme as well 
as those who weie with him, and the food consisted of 
hoises and sheep, accoidmg to their custom. When they 
had eaten, the loul oideied lobes to be given to the ambas- 
sador, and they ictuined to then lodgings, which wcie very 
ncai at hand. At these feasts such a multitude of people 
were assembled, that, when they came near to the loid, they 
could not get on, except by the help of the guards appointed 
to make way foi the ambassadois; and the dust was such 
that people’s faces and clothes weic all one colour. 

In fiont of these gaidcns thcie was a vast plain, through 
which a uvei flowed, and many smallei stieams. On this 
plain the loid oidered many tents to be pitched for him- 
self and his women ; and that all his host, which was scat- 
tered in detachments over the land, should bo assembled 
together, each man m his place, and that tlieii tents should 
be pitched, and that they should come there, with their 
women, to be picsent at the festivals and mamages which 
he wished to celcbiate. 

When the tents of the lord weie pitched, each man knew 
wheic his own tent should be pitched, and every one, high 
and low, knew his place, so that the work was done without 
confusion or noise. After three or four days, twenty thou- 
sand men were assembled lound the tents of the lord, 
and a day did not pass without many ai jiving from all 
parts. 
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In tliib hoide theic aie always butchcis and cooks wlio 
soli cooked sheej), and othcis who sell fiml and bailey, and 
balcei s who sell biead Evciy division of the horde is pio- 
vided with all that the tioops icqiuic, mid they arc airangcd 
m sheets. Thcic aic even baths and bath men in the houle, 
who pitch theii tents and make then huts for hot baths, 
with boileis foi heating the water, and all that they lequnc, 
and as each man ai lived, he was shown las station 

The loid oidcied that the ambassadors should be con- 
ducted to a house and gaiden ncai the encampment 

On Monday, the 29th of September, the loul v cut to the city 
of Samaicand, and lodged m some houses neai the entiance, 
which he had oidcrcd to be built m honoui of the mother of 
his wife Cano, who was intened in a chapel within these 
houses. These houses were veiy rich, and they were not 
yet finished, but evciy day theic wcic men woihing at 
them On this day the lord gave a gieat feast, and sent for 
the anibassadois He gave this feast, at the reception of 
some anibassadois who had come to him, from a land which 
boidcis on the tenitory of Cathay, and which used to be 
within the dominions of the cmpeior of Cathay. 

These ambassadors arrived on that day, and were dressed 
in the following mannei : — the chief amongst them had on a 
dicss of skins, with the ban outside, and these skins weie 
the worse foi wear. On his head he wore a small hat, with 
a cord to fasten it to his bieast, and the hat was so small 
that his head would scarcely go into it. All those who came 
with him wore di esses of skin, some with the hail outside, 
and otheis with it turned inside, and they looked like a 
paity of blacksmiths They bi ought piescnts to the lord, 
of skins of maitms and sables, white foxes, and falcons: and 
they were Christians, after the manner of those of Cathay. 

The object of the embassy was to ask the loicl, to give 
them a grandson of Tocatmish, who was formerly emperor 
of Taitaiy, to he then ruler. On this day the loul played at 
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chess, 1 for a long time, with some Zaytes, 2 01 men who weic 
of the lineage of Mohammed. On this day he would not 
icceive the piesents fiom the ambassadois, but they weie 
biought foiwaid, and he saw them. 

On Thursday the 2nd of Octobei, the loid sent the am- 
bassadois to a gaiden, wheie a knight lodged who was his 
chief poitei ; and the knight told them that the loid had 
ordered him to say that he knew well that the Flanks diank 
wine cveiy day, but that they did not diink at theii case 
befoie him. He had therefoic sent them to this place, that 
they might eat and diink at their ease: and he sent them 
ten sheep and a hoise to eat, and also a load of wine ; and, 
when the food was eaten, and the wine drunk, they dressed 
the ambassadois m lobes, and gave them shiits and hats, and 
hoises. 

On Monday, the 6th of October, the lord ordeicd a great 
feast to be given, at the place where his horde was encamped 
on the plain, and he 01 dered that his relations and women, 
all his sons and giandsons who were near, his councillois, 
and all the people who were scattered lound, should assemble 
at this place. On this day the ambassadors weie biought 
to the plain, and, when they ai lived, they found many 
handsome tents pitched, most of them on the banks of the 
rivci, close together, and it was a very beautiful sight. 
The ambassadois went thiough some streets of tents, wheie 
they sold all that was icquiied by this great hobt ; and, when 
they were near the tents of the lord, they were placed 
under an awning, made of white linen cloth, ornamented 
with cloths of various colours, and it was long, and secured 
above by cords, to two poles, and there weie many awnings 
of this kind on the plain, and they make them long and high, 
that the sun may be screened off, and that air may enter 

1 Timour was veiy fond of the game of chess. He increased the 
number of the men and squares, and made it much moio complicated 

2 jSyuck* 
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fieely. Neai these awnings, theie was a gicat and lofty 
pavilion, which was like a tent, only squaie, and tlnee 
lances high. It was a hundicd paces broad, and had foui coi- 
ncis, and the ceiling was lound, like a vault. It was pitched 
against twelve poles, each as laige round as a man, nica- 
suied lound the chest. They wcic painted gold and blue, 
and othoi colouis, and fiom comci to coinci theie weie 
poles, thice fastened togcthei, and making one. When they 
pitched the tents, they used wheels, like those of a cait, 
which weie turned by men, and they have lopes fixed in 
vanous dnections, to assist them. Fiom the vault of the 
ceilmg of the pavilion silken cloths descended, between 
each of the poles, which were fastened to them, and when 
they weie fastened, they made an arch from one side to the 
other. Outside this squaie pavilion, theie weie porticoes, 
joined above to the pavilion, and supported by twenty-foui 
poles, not so large as the central ones, so that the whole 
pavilion was suppoited by thiity-six poles. From this 
pavilion at least five hundied red coids were extended, and 
inside there was a ciimson caipet, beautifully ornamented 
with silken cloths of many colouis, and embroidered with 
gold threads. In the centre of the ceiling theie was the 
uchest woik of all ; and m the four coineis were the figures of 
four eagles, with their wings closed. The outside of thepavilion 
was lined with silk cloths, m black, white, and yellow stripes. 
At each corner there was a high pole, with a copper hall, 
and the figure of a ciescent on the top ; and in the centre, 
there was anothex tall pole, with a much larger copper ball 
and crescent ; and, on the top of the pavilion, between these 
poles, there was a towei of silken cloths, with tuncts, and 
an entrance door; and when the wind blew the pavilion 
about, or made the poles unsteady, men went on the top, 
and secured anything that was loose. This pavilion was so 
large and high that, from a distanco, it looked like a castle ; 
and it was a very wonderful thing to see, and possessed moic 
beauty than it is possible to describe. 
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'Within the pavilion tlieic was, in one pait, a cliamhci 
coveicd with caipets, foi the use of the loul , and on the left 
hand theie was anothei caipctcd cliamhci, and anothci 
beyond that. Round this paiilion thcic was a wall, like 
that of any castle or city, made of silken cloths of many 
colouis, ornamented in vaiious ways, with tuncts, and it had 
coids, mside and out, to diaw it stiaight, and inside theie 
weie poles, which suppoitcd it. The wall was lound, and 
enciiclcd a space which was about tin ce hundi cd paces acioss, 
and it was as high as a man on hoiscback It had a bi oad gate, 
made like an aich, and on the top of it tlieic was a tower 
with tuuets ; and the wall, as well as the towei and tunets, 
was ornamented with patterns and devices of vciy beautiful 
woikmanship, and they call tins wall Zalaparda 1 

Within the wall theie weie many tents, and awnmgs 
pitched in vanous ways ; amongst which was a high tent, not 
diawn out by coids. The walls were of poles, a little larger 
than a lance, which ciossed each other like a net ; and on 
the top of these poles, there were othcis foiming a high 
capital. These polos weie seemed by broad gnths to each 
othei, and to stakes fixed near the walls of the tent. The 
tent was so high, that it was wonderful how it could be 
secured with these giiths, and the top was covered with a 
ciimson cloth, and the walls weie lined with cotton, like a 
coveilid, so that the sun could not penctiate. It had no 
ornaments or figuies whatever, except that there weie some 
white stripes all round the outside. These stupes were 
covered with silvci-gilt bezants, as bioad as a man’s hand, 
which were adorned with piecious stones Between these 
stripes there weie others, which went all lound the tent, 
folded m small folds like the skirts of a robe, and embroi- 

1 The encampments of old Futteh Ali, the Shah of Persia between 1708 
and 1834, resembled these of Timoui, lie had a vast pavilion, sur- 
rounded by a canvass wall of bright coloured cloths, with numerous 
handsome tents within the mclosuie, Malcolm; Urn ford Jones , Fraser. 
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deied with gold threads When there was any wind, these 
folds moved backwaids and foi wards, and looked vciy 
beautiful Xhe tent had an cntiaucc, with doors of veiy 
small canes, covered with led cloth 

Neai this tent theie was another, drawn out by coids of 
led velvet, and there wcie four othci tents close to each 
other, so that there was a passage from one to the other, 
and the sticet between them was covcied ovei. Within 
the wall theie were many tents ; and joined to the wall 
theie was another as large, made of silk, with windows at 
inteivals, but no man could entci thiough them, because 
silken nets weie diawn acioss In the ccntie of the space 
foimed by this wall theie was another vciy high tent, made 
like the former one, with the same red cloth and silver-gilt 
bezants ^and these tents weic higher than three lances. On 
the highest pait of the latter tent there was aveiylaige 
silver-gilt eagle, with wings displayed, and a little below it, 
above the dooi of the tent, were three silver-gilt falcons, 
with extended wings, and heads turned towards the eagle, 
which seemed to wish to attack them. These figures were 
very well made, and weie so placed as to pxesent a veiy 
beautiful effect. Above the door of the tent there was a 
silken awning of many colours, which made a shade before 
the door, and protected it from the sun ; and it was made 
to move, so that the rays of the sun could never enter the 
tent. 

The first wall and tents were for the use of the chief wife 
of the loid, who was called Cano ; and the other was for his 
second wife, called CJuinchicauo, which means “the little 
lady.” Noar this wall there was another, with many tents 
and awnings within it ; and in the centre theie was a lofty 
tent, made in the same way as those I have already de- 
scribed to you ; and these walls were joined to each other, 
and they are called Zalaparda * Each had its own colour, 
and in each theie was one of those large tents, without cords. 
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all coveied with led cloth, and made in the same mannci, 
and theie wetc many tents and awnings m each. Between 
the walls there was only a nairow passage, and they weie 
placed in lows, so as to look very beautiful. These en- 
closuies weie for the women of the loid and of his giand- 
sons, and duiing the summei they weie as good as houses 
At noon the loid came out of one of these enclosuies, and 
went to the gieat pavilion, and caused the ambassadors to 
be brought in, giving them a gieat dinner of roasted sheep 
and hoises ; and when the dmnei was ovei, the ambassadors 
letmned to their lodgings. 

On Tuesday, the 7th of October, the lord ordered 
another great feast to be piepared, and the ambassadois 
weie present. This feast was given in one of the enclosures, 
of which you have heard. He ordcicd the ambassadors to 
be brought to the great tent, wheie he gave them a feast, 
according to custom. After the eating was ovei, two of the 
most confidential fiiends of the loid, who regulated his 
household, named Xamolique Meerza, and Nooreddm 
Meerza, gave the lord a present, which consisted of many 
silver stands, with long legs, on which wero sweetmeats, 
and sugai, and raisins, and almonds; and on some of the 
stands there was a piece of silk. These presents wero 
brought in nines, and such is the custom when presents are 
brought to the loid, that they should he in nines, or consist 
of nine things. The lord divided this present amongst the 
knights who stood before him ; and he ordered the ambassa- 
dors to he given two of those which contained the silk. 
When they lose, they scattered pieces of money, and small 
chaplets of thin gold, amongst the people; and when 
the eating was over, the company returned to their lodg- 
ings. 

On Wednesday the lord ordered another great feast to be 
prepared, and invited the ambassadois ; and on this day 
there was a great wind, so the loid did not come out to eat 
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m the open ail, but oidcied that those who desncd it, should 
be fed The ambassadois did not want to eat, and icturncd 
to their lodgings. 

On Thursday, the 9tli of October, Ilausada, the wife of 
Milan Meeiza, the eldest son of the loid, gave a gieat feast, 
to which she invited the ambassadors, and it was given in 
the enclosuie of tents which was set apait foi her use, and 
which was vciy beautiful "When the ambassadois came 
neai the tentb, they found a vciy long low of jars of wine 
placed on the gtound. The ambassador wcie admitted into 
a tent, and ordered to sit down at the dooi, undci an awn- 
ing The said Hausada, and many other ladies, were seated 
at the dooi of a laige tent, under an awning. 

On this day there was amauiage of one of hei relations. 
Ilausada herself was about foity years of age, fail and fat, 
and before hci thcic were many jars of wine, and of a beverage 
of which they dunk much, called losat , made of cicam and 
sngai. 

Theie wcic also many knights and relations of Timour Beg, 
and juggleis, who were pci forming before her. When the 
ambassadors amved, the ladies were drinking, and the way 
they drink is this 4 — an old knight, a relation of the lord, 
and two small boys, his relations, serve the cup, before Ilau- 
sada, and befoie the other ladies, in this manner, — they hold 
white napkins m their hands, and those who pom out the 
wine, pour it into small golden cups, which they place on flat 
plates of gold. Those who seive the wine, then come for- 
ward, with the poureis-out behind, and when they have got 
half way, they touch the ground three times with their light 
knees. When they come neai to the ladies, they take the 
cups, with their hands wrapped in the white napkins, so that 
they may not touch the cups, and piesent them kneeling, to 
the ladies who aic going to drink. When the ladies have 
taken the cups, those who bring the wine, remain with the 
flat plates in their hands, and walk backwaids, so as not to 



148 


FESTIVITIES AT THE 


turn their backs to the ladies. As soon as they aie at a little 
distance, they bend theii light knees again, and icmaia theic. 
When the ladies have finished dunking, the attendants go 
before them, and the ladies place the cups on the plates 
which they hold. You must not think that this chink- 
ing is of shoit duiation, foi it lasts a long tune, without 
eating 

Sometimes, when these attendants aie bcfoic the ladies, 
with then cups, the laches oidei them to dunk, and they 
kneel down, and diink all that is in the cups, turning them 
upside down, to shew that nothing is left; and on these 
occasions they descube theii piowess in this respect, at 
which all the ladies laugh. 

Cano, the wife of Timoui Beg, came to this feast, and 
sometimes the company drank wine, and at olheis they 
drank cieam and sugai. After the dunking had lasted a 
long time, Cano called the ambassadors before her, and gave 
them to drmk with her own hand, and she importuned Buy 
Gonzalez foi a long time, to make him diink, for she would 
not believe that he nevei touched wine. The chinking was 
such that some of the men fell down chunk bcfoie hei ; and 
this was considered veiy jovial, for they think that thcie can 
be no pleasure without di unken men. 

They also brought gieat quantities of roasted sheep and 
horses, and other dressed meats ; and they eat all this with 
much noise, teai mg the pieces away from each othei, and 
making game ovei then food. They also brought uce, 
cooked m various ways, and tarts made with flour* sugai, and 
heibs ; and besides the meat brought in basins, thorc were 
other pieces on skins, for those who wanted them. 

This Hausada is the wife of Miran Meeiza. She was of 
the lineage of the old emperois, and foi this reason Timour 
Beg tieats hex with gieat respect. She has borne one son to 
Miran Meerza, named IChuleel Sultan, now about twenty 
years of age* 
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On Thursday, the 9th of October the lord oidcicd a great 
fca&t to be prepared, to celebiate the mairiage of one of Ins 
giandsons; to which the ambassadors weic invited. It was 
given in a veiy beautifully ornamented enclosure, containing 
many tents, and Cano, the chief wife of the loid, Hau&ada, 
and many othei ladies and knights, weie present 

Theic was an enoimous supply of cooked horses and sheep, 
accoidmg to their custom. Much wine was diunk, and they 
made ^ery meny The ladies diank then wine m the 
same way as they had done the day befoic Foi the sake of 
moie mcniment, the loid sent oidcis to Sumaicand, that all 
thetiadeism the city, the cooks and butchers, bakers and 
shoemakers, and all other people in the city, should come to 
the plain where the loid was encamped with his horde, 
pitch their tents, and sell their goods there, instead of in the 
city. He then ordeicd that each trade should play a game, 
and go thiough the camp, that his people might be amused. 
All the tiadesmen, therefore, came out of the city, with all 
their goods, and peopled tho plain, each tiade m a different 
stieet of tents; and each tiade played a game, and went 
thiough the horde, for the amusement of the people 1 In 
the place where these tiadeis had pitched then tents, the lord 
ordeied a great number of gallows to be set up, and 
declared that, in this festival, he knew how to be merciful 
and kind to some, and how to be severe to others. 

The first piece of justice was inflicted upon a chief magis- 
tiaic, whom they call Dina, who was the greatest officer in 
all the land of Samaicand. Tim our had left him in the city 

1 On this occasion Tim our caused all sorts of amusoments to bo en- 
joyed. An amphitheatre was coveied with caipets, whore thoro wore 
masquerades. The women were dressed like goats, others like sheep and 
fames, and they ion after each other Tho skinners and butchers ap- 
peared like lions and foxes, and all other tradesmen contributed speci- 
mens of their skill* At this time Ulugh Beg and Ibrahim, grandsons 
of Tirnour, woro ruarued , and a great feast was given to all the people, 
with abundance of wmo and fruxt . — Ah of Fejd. 
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as kis magistiate, ■when lie departed, foi six yeais and eleven 
months, dining which time this man had neglected his 
duties , so the loxd oidercd him to be hanged, and confiscated 
all his goods. 1 The justice inflicted upon tlub gicat man, 
caused ten 01 amongst the people , and the same punishment 
was ordered to he inflicted upon another man, who had 
interceded foi this magistiale A councillor of the lord, 
named Bui ado Mcciza, asked foi Ins pai don, if lie paid a 
sum of foui hundred thousand bezants of silvci, each bezant 
being equal to a silver lial. The loid approved of this, 
and when the man had given all lio had, he was toi merited to 
give more, and as he had no more, he was hung up by the 
feet until he was dead 

Anothci piece of justice was inflicted upon a great man, 
who had been left m chaige of tlnce thousand hoiscs, when 
the lord depaitcd; because he could not pioduce them all. 
He was hanged, although he pleaded that he would produce, 
not only thiee thousand, but six thousand hoises, if the lord 
would giye him time In this, and otkei ways, the lord 
administcied justice. 

He also ordeied justice to be executed upon certain 
tiadcis, who had sold meat foi more than it was worth, and 
upon shoemakers ; and other tradeis weie fined foi selling 
their goods at a high puce. The custom is, that, when a 
great man is put to death, he is hanged ; but the meaner sort 
are beheaded. 

On Monday, the 13th of October, Timour Bog gave a feast, 
and sent for the ambassadors. When they approached noar 
the great pavilion where the lord was to dine, they found 
that two fresh enclosures were set up, with their tents; like 
the others which I have described to you, except that these 
tents were very rich, and more splendid than any that had 
been pitched befoic. One of the walls was of crimson cloth, 

1 Ali of Yezd mentions that two Wuzoers woro hanged for committing 
injustice, on tho return of Timour to Samarc&nd. 
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coveied with cmbioidciy of gold lace* m many figiucs and 
patterns* which was vci y beautiful to look upon. This wall 
was higher than any of the others* and the cntiance was 
shaped like an arch* with a vaulted covcnng above it ; and 
the whole was embi oidei cd* in beautiful designs* with gold 
lace; and the doois wcie of caipctmg* embi oidei od in the 
same way. On the top of the cntiance theie was a square 
tower with tuuets* all made of cloth* cmbioideicd with gold ; 
and the wall had tuiiets of embi oidei ed cloth* all loundit, 
at intervals. Thcic weic windows m the walls, with lattices 
made of silken coids* and these windows also had cloth 
shuttcis Within the enclosuic the tents wcie pitched* and 
they were veiy uch and beautiful. 

Close to this enclosure theie was another* the walls of 
which weic of white satin* with the cntiance and windows 
the same as the former* and these enclosuies had doois lead- 
ing fiom one to the other. 

The amhassadois did not go in to see these enclosures on 
this day* because the loid had the gieat feast under his own 
pavilion ; but on another day they weie shown these en- 
closures* and the tents. 

In front of these enclosuies a great pavilion was pitched, 
made of white silk * and it was ornamented* both inside and 
out* with many patterns, in vanous coloured silks. The 
giound* near the pavilion of the lord* was covered with jars 
of wine* which were placed in a row* a stone’s throw in 
length. No man was allowed to pass beyond these jars 
towards the pavilion* and mounted guards were placed to 
watch the line, with hows and auows* and maces in their 
hands* If any one passed the line* they shot arrows at 
him* and gave him such blows with their maces* that some 
men were taken outside the gates for dead; and a great 
assemblage of people was waiting in the camp* for tho time 
when the lord should come forth* and go under the great 
pavilion. 
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Near this pavilion theic were a gieat number of awnings, 
and undei each awning there was a veiy large jai of wine, 
and these jais weie so large, that they would hold fifteen 
ordinary jugs of wine. After the ambassadois had been 
waiting foi a long time, they were told to go and pay then 
lespccts to a giandson of the loid, who had come from India 
the day before. Timoui Beg had sent for lam to see him, 
as it was seven yeais since they had met 

This giandson was a son of Timour’s fhsl born son, who 
was dead, whose name was Jehanghir. Tnnour loved him 
very much, and he was fond of this giandson, whose namo 
was Peei Mohammed, for his fathci’s sake. The ambassa- 
dois found him m a tent of red cloth, scaled on the flooi, 
with many knights standing round him. When the am- 
bassadors appioachcd the tent, two knights came and took 
them by the arms, and made them kneel on the 'giound, 
they then took them a little neaici, and made them kneel 
again. When they came into the tent, they made thcii 
revei enco, which was this : to kneel with the light knee on 
the ground, cross the arms on the breast, and incline the 
head. The knights who conducted them then raised them, 
and led them out. 

This giandson of the lord was very richly dressed, ac- 
cording to his custom. He had on a lobe of blue satin, 
embroidered with golden wheels, some on the back, and 
others on the breast and slecvos. His hat was adorned 
with largo peails and piccious stones, with a very bnlliant 
ruby on the top ; and the peoplo who stood round him 
tieated him with great revei ence and ceremony. In fiont 
of him there were two wrestlers, dressed in leathci n doublets, 
without sleeves ; hut they neither of them could throw the 
other. At last one of them threw the othei, and held him 
down for a long time ; foi they all said that if he got up, the 
fall would not he counted. 

On the same day all the ambassadors who wore there went 
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to do levcicncc to tins giandson of Timoui Beg, who ^as 
about twenty-two ycais of age He was daik and bcaid- 
less, and they call him loicl of India, but m this they do 
not speak the titith, for the picscnt nghtful lord of India 
is a Christian, named N., 1 as the ambassadors weie in- 
foimcd. 

The chief city of India is called Delhi, and lieie Timour 
Beg fought a battle with the loid of India The Indian 
collected a gicat foice, and had fifty aimed elephants; and 
in the fiist battle the loid of India defeated Timour Beg, by 
means of his elephants On the following day theyienewed 
the contest, and Timoui took many camels, and loaded them 
with diy grass, placing them in fiont of the elephants. 
When the battle began, he caused the grass to be set on 
fire, and when the elephants saw the burning stiaw upon 
the camels, they fled They say that the elephants aic 
much afiaid of fire, because they have small eyes ; and thus 
the lord of India was defeated. 

Timoui Beg conquered all the plain country fiom this 
lord, which boideied on the empire of Samaicand, but most 
of the land is rugged and mountainous. They say that 
there are many gicat towns and cities, and that the count! y 
is very lich and populous When the lord of India was 
defeated, he fled to the mountains, and collected another 
force, hut he did not vcntuie to attack his enomy. The 
plain country which was then conquered, is governed by this 
grandson of Timour Beg, from the gicat and lich city of 
Hoimes, but the greater part of India is still held by the 
former loid This battle took place about twelve years ago, 
and since that time, neither Timour Beg, nor his grandson, 
have attempted to advance fuither into India. 

The people and the loid of India arc Christians, of 
the Greek faith ; but, among them, there are some who 
arc distinguished by a brand in then faces, and who aie 
1 The samo in both editions. 
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despised by the otlici s ; and Moors and Jews live amongst 
them, but they aie subject lo tlic Chustians . 1 

The ambassadois waited until noon, when the loid came 
foith fiom his tent, and went undei the pavilion. The 
ambassadois, a great numbci of his lelations, and other 
people sat with him, accoidmg to tho older which had been 
pieviously ananged On this day there wcic many games, 
played in vaiious ways, and the elephants which the lord 
had, weie painted giccn and led, with then castles, and 
they weie made to exhibit their pcifoimances. The noise 
made by the drums, duung these games, was so great that 
it was quite wondci ful ; and near the pavilion, where the 
lord sat, there weie many pciforrmng jugglers 

Thcie weie thiec bundled jars of wine placed bcfoie the 
loid, on the giound, and thcie weie also huge slans full of 
ci earn, into which the attendants put loaves of sugar, and 
mixed it up; and this was what they diank on that day. 
"When the people weie all ananged in order round the wall 
which encircled the pavilion, Cano, the chief wife of the lord, 
came forth to he piesent at the feast. She had on a robe of 
red silk, trimmed with gold lace, which was long and flowing, 
but without sleeves, 01 any opening, except one to admit the 
head, and two arm holes. It had no waist, and fifteen ladies 
held up the skirts of it, to enable hci to walk She had so 
much white lead on hor face, that it looked like paper ; and 
this is put on to piotect it fiom the sun, for when they travel 
ml winter or summer, all gicat ladies put this on their faces. 
She had a thin veil over hci face, and a crested head diess of 
red doth, which hung some way down the back. This cicst 
was very high, and was covered with large poarls, mbies, 
emeialds, and other precious stones, and it was embroidered 
With gold lace, on the top of which thcie was a circlet of gold, 
set with pearls. On the top of all there was a little castle, 

1 Perhaps Clavijo’s Moslem informants looked upon Christianity and 
Brahnumsm as much the same thing. 
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on which wcic tlnee veiy large and bulliant iiibios, sui- 
mounted by a tall plume of while fcathcis. One of these 
fcatheis hung down as low as the eyes, and they wcic secuicd 
by golden tlneads; and, as she moved, they waved to and 
fio. 

IIci han, which was voiy black, hung down ovci her 
shouldeis, and they value black hau much moic than any 
other coloui She was accompanied by tlncc bundled 
ladies, and an awning was caiiicdovei Cano, suppoitcd by a 
lance which was home by a man. It was made of white silk, 
m the foim of the top ol a lound tent, and held ovci hci, to 
piotect hei fiom the sun. 

A number of eunuclis, who guard the women, walked 
befoio hci, and m this way she came to the pavilion where 
the lord was, and sat down ncai him, with all her ladies, and 
thice ladies held hei head diess with then hands, that it 
might not fall on one side 

As soon as she was sealed, anothci of the wives of the lord 
came out fiom anotliei enclosuie, with many ladies, dressed 
m the same way, and sat down m the pavilion, a little below 
Cano She was the second wife, and was called Qumchicano. 
Then, fiom another enclosuie, came another wife, and sat 
down a little below the second ; and m this way nine wives 
came out, and sat louud the lord, eight of them being his 
own, and one the wife of lus grandson. 

The wives of the lord had the following names. The chief 
wife was named Cailo, which means “ queen 5 ’ or tc great lady / 5 
and slio was the daughter of a foimer cmpeior of Samaicaud, 
named Alnncan/ who also reigned over Persia and Damascus 
They knew the mother of this cmpcioi, but not his father ; 
and he was very brave in battle, and made many laws and 
ordinances, which still regulate the empire. The second 
wife was called (iuinchicano, which means little lady, and 
she was a daughter of Tumanga, the king of a land called 
i Kamil Khan ? 
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Andiicoja. The names of the othcis weie Dilcoltagna, 
Cholpamalaga, Mundagasa, Vengaiaga, Iiopa-aibaiaga, aud 
Yauguiaga, which means ** queen of the heail,” and 'Limoui 
Beg gave hei that name last August. 

When they weie all seated m oidei, they began the dunk- 
ing, which lasted a long time. They gave the women their 
wine, with the same ceremonies which have been desenbed 
to you, when I told you of the entci tamment given in the 
tents of Hausada. The loid called the ambassadois befoie 
him, and gave the mastex of theology a cup of wine with his 
own hand, for lie now knew that Buy Gonzalez never dianlc 
wine. Those who took dunk fiom the hand of the loid, 
observed the following ceiemomes. Fust they knelt down 
with theii light knees, then they went foiwaid a little, and 
knelt with both knees. They then took the cup, got up, and 
walked backwards a little, so as not to turn theii backs, knelt 
down again, and drank so as not to leave a drop m the cup. 

Each of the ambassadoi s was held undei the armpits by 
two knights, who did not leave them, until they had returned 
to tho place where they were before. Near the groat pavilion 
thcie weie many tents and awnings, foi ambassadois who 
had come to the lord,*and under each awning there was a 
jar of wine, for those to chink who sat there ; aud the loid 
oideied two of Ins own jais to be sent to the ictinue of the 
ambassadois. Before the lord, theic weie certain poles and 
cords, on which men climbed and performed. The lord, also, 
had fouiteen elephants , 3 and each one had a wooden castle, 
covered with silk, with four yellow and green banners , and 
in each castle there weie five or six men, and on the neck of 
each there was a man with a goad, who made the elephants 
lun, and peifoim tricks. These elephants were black, and 
had no hair except upon their tails, which were like those of 

1 Timour brought mnoty captured elephants from India, and they 
were employed in carrying stones from the quarries, for his magnificent 
buildings at Samarcand — Pnee. 
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camels. The animals were very laigc, equal in size to foui 
01 five gieat hulls, and thcii bodies weie quite shapeless, 
like a full sack Then legs wcie very thick, and the same 
size all the way down, and the foot lound and without hoofs, 
but with five toes, each with a nail, like those of a black man. 
They" had no neck whatever, and thcii heads were fixed, so 
that they could not touch the giound with them. Then eais 
weie veiy long, lound, and scolloped, and their eyes vciy 
small. A man sat across then cais, who guided them, with 
a goad m his hand, and made them go whcic he liked Their 
heads weie vciy laigc, and, instead of noses, trunks came 
out of then heads, and xeached down to the giound These 
tiunks aic piexced, and they dunk through them. When an 
elephant wants to dunk, he puts the tiunk in the water, and 
bungs it up to his mouth. He also biowses with his trunk, 
as he cannot do so with his mouth. He takes the gi ass m 
this trunk, when he wants to cat, and, turning it up, tosses 
the food into his mouth. He is thus suppoited by this trunk, 
and he winds it about like a serpent, so that theie is no 
pait of his body that he cannot touch with it. Under this 
tiunk, is the mouth; and he has jaws like a pig, and two 
tusks, as thick as a man’s leg, and as long as an aim. When 
they make them fight, they bind their tiunks with spikes of 
non, and fasten swords upon them. 

The elephant is a very intelligent animal, and obeys very 
icadily what his guide wishes him to do. The man who 
guides him, sits on his neck, with his legs across the beast’s 
eais. He canies a goad in his hand, with which he scratches 
its head, and makes it go where he wishes, foi when he makes 
a sign with the goad, it goes m the dn action pointed out. 
When it fights, the guide is aimed, as well as the elephant. 
It walks like a bear, in jumps, and at each jump, it wounds 
with the s woids. When they wish these elephants to fight, 
the guides hit them on the forehead with the goad, and make 
gieat wounds; and when they feel the wounds, they give 
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loud gtunts, like pigs, and, with open mouth, lush on in the 
duection pointed out by the guide The wounds heal in the 
night, if they leave the beasts in the open air, but if they aic 
put undei a loof, they will die. When the guide oidcis 
the elephant to tike anything off the giound, howevei 
heavy it may be, it laises it with its tiunk, and gives it to 
the men who aie in the castle on its back, and when 
those m the castle want to come down, they oidci it to stoop, 
and it stietches out its foie and hind legs in opposite dnee- 
tions, and touches the giound with its belly, while the men 
descend by cords which hang fiorn the castle. 

On this day they had much enteitamment with these 
elephants, making them lun with hoises and with the 
people, which was very divciting, and when they all 1 an 
togcthci, it seemed as if the eaith ticmblcd. I hold it to be 
true, from what I then saw, that one elephant is woith a 
thousand men in a battle ; for when they aic amongst men, 
they rush about wounding cveiy one, and when they aic 
tliomselvcs wounded, they become more ficice, rush about 
more wildly, and fight better. As the tusks aic too high up 
foi them to wound with thorn, they fasten swoids to them, so 
that they may wound the people undei them. They go a 
day ox two without eating, and they aic even able to go thiee 
days without food 

Aftei the loid, and his women, had diunk a great deal, 
they began to eat many sheep and hoises, loastod whole, 
which weie served up on very laige skms, like punted lea- 
ther, which men earned round ; and thcie was so much that 
it took thiee hundred men and more to bring it, and there 
was a great noise when they brought it befoie the lord. They 
then put it into the basins, and served it up without bread, 
accozding to the custom ; and all this time caitloads of meat 
did not cease to arrive, and camels with panniers full of meat, 
which was placed on the ground, in great heaps, and eaten 
by the rest of the people. Aftcrwaids they biought many 
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tables, without cloths, on which weie dishes of meat cooked 
with nee, and bicad made with sugai. As night came on 
they placed many lighted lanterns befoic the lord ; and they 
commenced eating and dunking again, as well the men as 
the ladies, so that the feast lasted all night , and dining the 
night two relations of the loid weie manied. When the am- 
bassador saw that this would last all the night, and they had 
had as much as they tv anted, they returned to then lodgings, 
while the loid and his ladies continued tlicii lcveliy 1 

On Thiusday, the 26th of October, the loid gave a gicat 
feast, and invited the ambassador. It was given in one of 
the richest enclosures of tents, in a tent without colds, veiy 
uchly ornamented. The ambassadors enteied with the loid, 
who drank wine with those who weie with him ; and, that they 
might get diunk sooner, he gave them spirits. The 
dunking was such that many men came out of the tent drunk. 
The lozd lemamcd m the tent, very jovial, and the am- 
bassador returned to then lodgings; but the eating and 
dunking lasted all night. 

On Fiiday, the 27th of Octobci, Cano, the chief wife of 
the lord, gave a great feast, and invited the ambassador. 
The lady gave hei cnteitamment in an enclosure of very 
lich tents, to which a great assembly of people came, as well 
ambassadors fiomvanous countries, as fiiends of her own, 
both knights and ladies. The enclosure was full of very rich 
tents, and the outer wall was made of white cloth, ornamented 
and embroideied with letters and figures, in a very beautiful 
design. 

The ambassadors, when they came to the hoi do, were 
taken to the enclosure by certain knights, who wero relations 
of the lord, and they entered a tent near the gateway of the 
enclosure. This tent was of ciimson cloth, embroidered 

1 Ah of Yezd mentions that the Frank ambassadors wero invited to 
this banquet, “ for,'’ says be, “ even the kasses, the smallest of fish, have 
their places in the sea " 
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inside and out with liito Iforo they sal down, and much 
meat and dunk was set bcfoie them. When they had eaten, 
Cano 01 dried that they should be shown the louts in hoi 
cnclosuie. Among them there was one tent veiy huge and 
high, unsuppoitcd by colds, and eo\eml with 'veiy beautiful 
led silk. Thcic wcic bands of silvci gilt plates all lound it, 
and tlic tent was beautifully adorned inside and out, and it had 
two doois, one within the othei. The fiist doois weie made 
of thin led wands, close to each othei, like a hm die, and 
coveied outside with zose coloured silk, beautifully w r oven. 
These doois were made in this way, m order that when they 
weie shut, the air might enter freely, and that those inside 
might see tlic people outside, while those outsude could not 
see the people msule. The second doors wcic so high, that 
a man might go through them on horseback, and they weie 
coveicd with, silver gilt, consisting of many squaie plates 
They were ornamented very skilfully, and in a variety of 
patterns, amongst which wore blue and gold knots, and the 
workmanship was so cunning and so excellent, that it could 
not be equalled, cithci in that country or in Christendom. 
On one door was the figure of St. Pctci, and on the othei 
that of St. Paul, with books in their hands, which weie 
covered with silver ; and they say that Timour Beg found 
these gates at Bursa, when he pillaged the treasury of the 
Turk. Opposite these gates, in the middle of the tent, there 
was an ornamental cabinet or chest, containing silver. It 
was made of gold and very nch enamel work, and as high 
as a man’s breast. The top was flat, and suirounded by 
small turrets, in green and bluo enamel, with many precious 
stones and large pearls. In the cenfcic of one of the sides, 
amongst these jewels, theie was a stone as large as a small 
nut, and round, but not very bright. This cabinet had a 
small door, and within there was a shelf full of cups, above 
which there were six golden balls, covered with pearls and 
precious stones. 
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At the foot of this cabinet there was a small golden table, 
about two palmos high, lound which weie many piecious 
stones, and on the top there was a veiy cleai and bnlliant 
cmciald, which was flat, and foiu palmos long, and covered 
the whole table, being also a pahno and a half bioad. In 
fiont of this small stand or tabic, thexe was a golden tice, 
made to icsemble an oak ; with the trunk as big as a man’s 
leg, fiom which many blanches spiead out in all diiections, 
with leaves like those of an oak ; and it was as high as a man, 
and overshadowed the table, which stood near it. The fiuit of 
this tree consisted of rubies, emcialds, toiquoises, sapphires, 
and wonderfully laige peails, selected for theii shape and 
beauty. On this tree theie were many birds, made of 
enameled gold of various colours, which were seated on the 
leaves of the tiee, with then wings spread out, and in the 
act of picking the fiuit. In front of this tiee, against the 
wall of the tent, theie was a wooden table, inlaid with 
silver gilt, and neai it there was a bed of nch silk, em- 
broidered with golden leaves and floweis, and many other 
devices. On the opposite side of the tent theie was a simi- 
lar table and bed, and the ground was covered with rich 
silken carpets. 

When the ambassadois had seen this tent, they were taken 
to the place where the lord was drinking wine with his 
Mecizas and knights. The feast was given because the lord 
had given one of his gran daughters in maniage to one of 
his giand&ons, the night before. Entcung the enclosure, on 
the light hand there was a tent of red cloth, embroideied 
and ornamented with white silk, and other colours. This 
tent was sunounded by doors and windows, covered with 
silken nets. The ambassadois entered by one of these doors, 
which was beautifully ornamented, and led to a vaulted 
passage, at the end of which theie was another handsome 
door, which opened into the body of the tent. Beyond theie 
was a door leading to another tent, which was embroidered 
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with gold, and beyond this thexe was a great tent, whcie 
the loid sat dnnkmg wine, and thexe was a great noise. 

These tents and doois weie all of red cloth, and they wexe 
so nch and so well made, that they cannot be dcscubed by 
wilting, and they cannot be imagined without being been. 

The ambassadoib weic taken liom this tent to a wooden 
house, winch was m the enclosure. It was high, and was 
appioaclied by a flight of steps. It was beautifully painted 
in gold and blue, and was made so that it could he sot up 
and taken down at pleasure. This house was the mosque, 
in which the loid said his piaycis, and lie took it with him 
on his journeys. They were then taken to a tent, wdixch was 
suppoitcd by green coids. It contained two beds Thence 
they went to auothci tent, close to the fonner one, which 
was without coids. It was coveied with red cloth outside, 
and ornamented in vaiious ways inside. Fait of the lixsido 
was lined with sables, which is the most piccious skin in the 
woild, and each skm is worth fouiteen oi fifteen ducats m 
that land, and in other countries its value is much greater. 
Above the entrance, there w r as an awning to prevent the sun 
from entciing tho tent. 

Xho ambassadors went from these tents to some others, 
which were close at hand. They wcio covered with white 
satiD, and near them there were many awnings of silk; and 
m this horde, theie were not only these enclosures and 
tents belonging to the loid, but many others foi tho use of 
his Meerzas and courticis, which were wonderful to behold; 
so that whichever way a man turned, he saw plenty of beau*' 
tiful tents and silken walls. 

In this horde, which the loid had assembled, there were 
as many as fourteen or fifteen thousand tents, which was a 
beautiful thing to see, and besides these tents there were 
many ofcheis in the gardens, meadows, and fields aiound the 
city. The lord caused all tho Mccrzas and nobles in the 
laud of Samaicand to come to this festival ; amongst whom 
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was the loid of Dalavua, 1 wlucli is a gicat city, whoio mines 
ai c pi ocui cd , and lie came with a huge tioop of knights 
and lollop eis 

The ambas&adoiy went to this loid of Ilalaxia, and 
a^kod him how ho got the mines, and Ik* it plied that 
near the city, thoio was a mountain whence the\ hi ought 
them, and that cvciy day they bioke up a lock in mmicIi of 
them, lie said that when (hey found a vein, they got out 
the iubio$ skilfully, by hi caking the lock all lound with 
chisels, D tiling tlie woilc, a gloat guaid was sot by oidor of 
Timour Deg ; and 1)ala\ia is ten days jmunoj Aom Samai- 
cand, in the dncction of India <J 

Anothci lord also came to the festival, who held the city 
of Aqmvi J foi Timour Deg, whence they procui c the blue 
nnneial, and in the lock they find sapphucs. This city is 
also ten days journi*y fioiu Samaicand, m the diiection of 
India. 

On Thmsday, the &Jid of October, the loid gave a 
feast in the hoide, and invited the ambassadors. The feast 
was piepaied under a pavilion, and a gieat assemblage 
of people weie collected, and they drank wine. At tins 
feast there was much men uncut and many games, and the 
ladies also came to eat in the pavilion, dressed as they weie 
on foimer occasions, and the least lasted all night. 

1 Badakslun J 

8 Badtikhban is a mountainous region, including the upper part of the 
valley of the Oa.ua, The people aie of the Tajik laoo, and posseted the 
country bofoic the lmoads ot the Turks and Uzbcgs. They arc a wild 
jaeo, living m villages, sun ounded by guidons, in the little mountain 
glens. In the lomoto mountains oi BadaLshan there am the richest 
known mines of lubies and lapis lazuli, Maieo Polo mentions that the 
chief of Badakshan laid claim to a Grecian. ox i gin, Buber corroborates 
the story, and Elplunstono says that iho chief of Durwaz, In the valley 
of the Oxus, was a Macedonian, Burnes also believed in the descent of 
many of the chiefs of Badakshan from the Greeks of Bactria, 

* Akshi ? in Fergana, 
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On Thmsday, the 30th of October the lord left the encamp- 
ment, and went to the city of Samaicand, whcie lie lodged 
at some houses and a mosque which he had oidcred to be 
built for the bunal of one of Ins grandsons, named Moham- 
med Sultan Mceiza, who was killed in Turkey, when Tnnour 
Beg conquered the Tuik, and this giandson had himself 
taken the Turk piisoner, but had died of his wounds* The 
lord loved this grandson vciy dcaily, and had, therefore, 
ordered this mosque to be built in his honour. The loid 
went on that day to celebrate a vigil feast, and invited the 
ambassadors. When they came, they were shown the chapel 
and tomb. This chapel was squaie and vciy high, and was 
covered, both inside and out, with blue and gold ornaments. 
When this grandson died in Turkey, the lord sent the body 
to he inteired in Samaicand, and ordered this mosque to 
he built. When the lord arrived, he said the chapel was 
too low, so he ordered it to be pulled down, and rebuilt in 
ten days. They worked day and night, and he himself came 
twice to the city, to watch the progress ; and the chapel was 
finished in ten days. It is a wonder that so great a work 
could have been completed in so short a time. 

In honour of his grandson the lord gave a feast on this 
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day, at which many people wcie piesent, and much food 
was hi ought in, accoidmg to custom After they had eaten, 
a councilloi of the loid named Xamelaquc Mceiza, took the 
ambassadois befoie the loid, and dressed them m robes of 
honoui, and m fuis, which they wcai in cold weathci, lined 
with silk. These robes had two maitcn skins, one on each 
side of the neck They also put hats on thou heads, and 
gave them a bag containing one thousand five hundied bits 
of silver, being money which they call tangaes , each piece 
w 01 tli two silver lials They then made then obeisance to the 
lord, accoidiug to the custom; and the loid said that they 
should come to him on another day, when he would speak 
with them, and dismiss them, to letiun to his son the king. 
When the loid saw that this woik was completed, he oideicd 
another to be built in the city, being moved by a desire to 
ennoble the city of Samaicand, and this new woik was built 
for the following puiposc. 

In this city of Samaicand theie is much meichandize, 
which comes every yeai fiom Catliay, India, Taitary, and 
many othci paits ; and as theie is not a place for the oidcily 
and legular display of the merchandize foi sale, the loid 
oidcrcd that a sticct should be made m the city, with shops 
foi the sale of meichandize. Tins stieet was commenced at 
one end of the city, and went through to the other. He 
entrusted tills woik to two of liis Mcerzas, and let them 
know that if they did not use all diligence to complete it, 
working clay and night, their heads should answer for it. 
These Mcexzas began to work, by pulling down such houses 
as stood in the line by which the lord desired the street to 
run, and as the houses came down, their masters fled with 
their clothes and all they had : then, as the houses catne 
down in front, the work wont on behind. They made the ’ 
street very broad, and covered it with a vaulted roof, having 
windows at intervals to let in the light . 1 

1 One of the peculiarities of Bainarcand is that each trade has its own 
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As soon as the shops were finished, people ueie made to 
occupy them, and sell their goods ; and at mteivals in this 
street there weie fountains. A great numbci of woikmcn 
came into the city, and those who worked m the daytime, 
weie relieved by otheis who worked all night. Some pulled 
down houses, otheis levelled the ground, and ollicis built 
the street ; and day and night they made such a noise, that 
they seemed to be like so many devils. 

This great woik was finished in twenty days, which was 
yeiy wondciful; and the owners of the houses which weie 
pulled down went to certain Cayris, 1 who weie fiicnds of the 
lord; and one day, when they were playing at chess with 
the loid, they said that, as he had caused those houses to be 
destroyed, lie ought to make some amends to the owneis. 
Upon this he got into a rage, and said, 4ff This city is mine, 
and I bought it with my money, and possess the letteis for 
it, which I will show you to-monow ; and, if it is right, I 
will pay the people, as you desire.” When he had spoken, 
the Cayris weie afiaid, and they were sm prised that ho did 
not order them to he killed, or punished for having thus 
spoken ; and they replied that all that the lord did was 
right, and that all his commands ought to he obeyed. 

The mosque which theloid caused to be built, m honour 
of the mother of his wife Cano, was the most respected in the 
city. When it was finished, ho thought the entrance was too 
low, so he ordcied the building to be pulled down ; and that 
it might be sooner rebuilt, he took charge of one pait him- 
self, and ordered his Mcerzas to watch over the other. 
At this time he was infirm, and could neither go about on 
foot, nor on horseback, but only in a litter, in which he came 
every day, and remained for some time. This work, as well 
as the work of the new street, was stopped when the snows 
began to fall. 

bazaar. Very excellent paper is manufactured hero, and another pro- 
duction of art is the hermezi (crimson velvet). — Baber* & Memoirs. 

1 Syuds l Descendants of the prophet. 



HIE CITY OF SAM IRC IN T). 


167 


On Inday, tlie 1st of Novcmbci, the ambassadois wont to 
sec the loid, accoiding to his oidei, expecting that he would 
dismiss them, and they found him at the mosque, which was 
being built They waited flora morning until noon, when 
the loid came out of a tent, and sat down on a carpet, where 
they biought him much meat and fiuit, lie sent to the am- 
bassador to say that they must excuse lnm that day, as he 
could not speak with them, having much business with his 
giandson Peer Mohammed, who was called king of India; 
and who was about to return to his own teiritoiy, whence he 
had come On that day the loid gave him many hoises, 
and lobes, and aims, and knights to accompany lum on his 
return. 

On the following Satui day the ambassadors returned to 
the loid, as he had commanded, but he did not come out of 
his tent, because he felt ill. The ambassadois waited until 
noon, when he came out , but some of his courtiers told tho 
ambassadors to go away, as he would not see them, so they 
returned to their lodgings. 

On Sunday the ambassadors again went to the loid, to see 
if he would order them to be dismissed, and they waited a 
long time. The three confidential Mecrzas asked them what 
they wanted, and told them to icturn to their lodgings, as the 
loid would not see them. They then sentfoi the knight who 
had chaige of them, asked him why he had let them come, 
and ordered his nose to he pieiccd through; but he proved 
that he did not send them, noi had he seen them that day, 
and he thus escaped, with only a sound flogging. The 
Meorzas did this, because the loid was veiy sick, and all his 
women and attendants were running about in a state of 
bewildeimont : so the Meorzas told tho ambassadors to 
return to their lodgings, and to remain theie, until they were 
sent for. 

The ambassadors returned there, and they neither went to 
the lord, nor did he send for them ; hut a Zagatay came and 
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said that the Mccizas of the loid had sent him to say that 
they were to prepaie to stait on their journey the following 
day, m the morning, with the ambassadors from the Sultan 
of Babylon, from Tuikey, and with Caivo Toman Oghlan, 
who was to accompany them as fai as the city of Tabiccz, and 
supply them with food, and all that they required. He 
added that, at Tabiccz, Omai Mceiza, the giandson of the 
loid, would dismiss them to then own land. 

The ambassadois answeicd that the lord had not yet dis- 
missed them, nor sent any compliments to the loid then king, 
and they desired to know how this could ho ; and he told them 
that he had nothing moic to say, and that the Meerzas had 
oideicd him to give this message to them, and to tho other 
ambassadors. The ambassadois then went to the Meerzas, 
at the palace, and told them that they knew very well what 
the loid had said to them the Thuisday before, with his own 
mouth, that they should come to him, and that he would 
speak to them, and dismiss thorn : hut that now the Mccizas 
had sent a man to them, to tell them to prepare to stait the 
next day, at which they were very much surpii&ed. The 
Meerzas answered that they could not see the loid, and 
that they must prepare to stait next day, as they were now 
dismissed. 

The Meerzas did this because the lord was very ill, had 
lost the power of speech, and was at tho point of death, as 
the ambassadors were told by those who knew it for certain ; 
and this hurry arose, because the lord was dying, 1 and the 
Meerzas wished them to be gone, before his death became 
known, that they might not publish the news in their own 
countries. To the remonstrances which the ambassadors 

1 Timour did not die until February 17th, 1405, at Otrar, beyond the 
river Jaxartes, when ho was marching to invado China. Ho was, how- 
ever, subject to very severe attacks of illness, and Mirkhond mentions 
that he was seized by one of those attacks, which not unfrcquently suc- 
ceeded to any sudden change from violent motion in the field to perfect 
domestic repose, at this very time. lie recovered in a week.-^/Yi<#, 
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constantly uigcd upon the Meeizas, that they ought not to be 
dismissed m this way, without any message fiom the loid, tc 
the loul then hmg ; the Meeizas answcied that they had 
nothing more to saj", iuithei than that the ambassadors weu 
to go 

On the 18th of November, tlic Meeizas sent the Zagatay : 
who was to accompany the ambassadors, to say that thej 
weic to dcpait; and they leplied that they would not go, 
without cilhci seeing the lord, 01 lccemug a lettei fiom him , 
but he said that they must cithei go at once with all the sup- 
plies due to their lank, oi stay, and go at anothei time with 
out them. On that day, thciefoie, they left the place where 
they were lodging, and went to a garden near the city, witl 
the ambassador fiom the sultan of Babylon, where they weu 
ozdered to wait foi the ambassadors fiom Tuikey. Thej 
lemaincd m this gaiden until Fuday the 21st of November, 
when they all assembled, and depaitcd fiom Samarcand. 

Now that I have related those things which befell the am- 
bassador in this city of Samarcand, I will give an accouni 
of that city and its tcmtoiy, and of the things which th< 
loid has done to ennoble it. 

The city of Samarcand is situated in a plain, and sur- 
rounded by an eaithcn wall. It is a little laiger than the cit] 
of Seville, but, outside the city, there aie a gz eat number o 
houses, joined together in many parts, so as to form suburbs 
The city is surrounded on all sides by many gaidens anc 
vineyards, which extend in some directions a league and i 
half, in others two leagues, the city being in the middle It 
these houses and gardens there is a laigo population, anc 
there are people selling bread, meat, and many other things 
so that the suburbs are much more thickly inhabited than the 
city within the walls. Amongst these gardens, which an 
outside tho city, there are great and noble houses, and her* 
the lord has several palaces. 1 The nobles of the city hav 

1 On the south of Samarcand is the garden of paradise, and tho plan 

ay 



170 


THE CITY OF SAMARC 1NT). 


then, houses amongst these gaulcns, and they aic so extensive 
that, when a man approaches the city, he sees nothing but 
a mass of vciy high tioes. Many sti earns of wdtei flow 
through the city, and through these gaulcns, and amoug 
these gardens theic aie many cotton plantations, and melon 
grounds, and the melons of this land aie good and plentiful , 
and at Cluistmas time there is a wondei fill quantity of melons 
and giapcs. Evciy day so many camels come m, laden with 
melons, that it is a wondei how the people can cat them all. 
They piescrve them from yeai to year m the villages, m the 
same way as figs, taking off their skins, cutting them m huge 
slices, and then drying them in the sun. 

Outside the city theic aie gicat plains, which aie covcied 
with populous villages, peopled by the captives which the 
lord caused to be taken from the countries which he con- 
quered The land is very plentiful in all things, as well 
biead as wine, fruit, meat, and buds ; and the sheep aie very 
huge, and havo long tails, some weighing twenty pounds, 
and they are as much as a man can hold in his hand. These 
sheep are so abundant in the market that, even when the 
lord was thcie with all his host, a pair was worth only a 
ducat. Other things axe so plentiful, that for a mcri, which is 
half a xial, they sell a fancy a 1 and a half of bailey, and the 
quantity of bread and rice is infinite. 

The city is so laige, and so abundantly supplied, that it is 
wondeiful ; and the name of Samarcand oi Cimes-qumte is 
derived fiom the two woids cimes gicat, and quinta a town. 
The supplies of this city do not consist of food alone, but of 
silks, satins, gauzes, tafetas, velvets, and other things. The 
lord had so strong a desire to ennoble this city, that he 

tree garden. On the east is the hoarfc delighting garden, from which 
there is a public avenue planted with tioes, all the way to the torquoise 
gate. In the garden of Dervish Khan thoro are elms, poplars, and 
cypresses. Another garden is named the miniature of the world.— 
Baber's Memoirs, 

1 A bushel. 
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bi ought captives to increase its population* Jfiom e\eiy land 
■which he conqucicd, especially all those who weie skilful m 
any ait. Fiom Damascus he biought weavers of silk, and 
men who made bows, glass, and cai then ware, so that, of those 
ai tides, Samaicand pioduccs the Lest m the woild. From 
Tuikcy he hi ought archeis, masons, and silvci smiths. Ho 
also hi ought men skilled m making engines of war : and he 
sowed hemp and flax, which had never bcfoic been seen m 
the land. 

Theie was so great a number of people bi ought to this city, 
from all paits, both men and women, that they aie said to 
have amounted to one bundled and fifty thousand persons, of 
many nations, Turks, Arabs, and Moors, Clnistian Armen- 
ians, Greek Catholics, and Jacobites, and those who baptize 
with fire m the face , 3 who are Christians with peculiar 
opinions. Theie was such a multitude of these people that 
the city was not huge enough to hold them, and it was won- 
derful what a numbci lived under trees, and in caves 
outside. 

The city is also very rich in merchandize which comes 
from other parts. Russia and Taitaiy send linen and skins ; 
China sends silks, which aie the best in the woild, (more 
especially the satms), and musk, which is found in no othei 
pait of the world, rubies and diamonds, pearls and lhubarb, 
and many other things. The merchandize which comes from 
China is the best and most precious which comes to this city, 
and they say that the people of China aie the most skilful 
workmen in the world. They say themselves that they have 
two eyes, the Franks one, and that the Moors aie blind, so 
that they have the advantage of evciy other nation in the 
world. From India come spices, such as nutmegs, cloves, 
mace, cinnamon, gingei, and many others which do not 
reach Alexandria. 

In the city there are many open places, in which they sell 
1 Bralumiib 7 or Parsecs l 
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meat cooked in many ways, fowls and other birds very nicely 
dressed ; and they aic always selling, day and night, in these 
places. There aie also many places for killing meat, fowls, 
pheasants, and paitudges. At one end of the city tkcic is a 
castle, which is defended on one side by a'sticam flowing 
through a deep lavmc, and is very strong. The loid kept 
his ticasuie in that castle, and no man cnteicd it except the 
magistrate and his officers. In this castle the loid had as 
many as a thousand captives, who wcie skilful woikmcn, and 
laboured all the year round at making head pieces, and bows 
and arrows. 

When the lord depaitcd from the city, to make wai on 
the Tuik, and to destroy Damascus, he ordered that all those 
who had to follow las host, should bung then women ; 
and he did this because he intended to be absent fiorn the 
city, fighting his enemies, for seven years, and he swore that 
he would not enter the castle, until that time was completed. 
When the loid returned to the city, the ambassadois from 
Cathay arnved, with oiders to say that the lord held that 
land, subject to the emperor of Cathay, and to demand the 
payment of tnhute every year, as it was seven years since 
any had been paid. The lord answeicd that this was true, 
but that he would not pay it. This tribute had not been 
paid foi nearly eight yeais, nor had the cmpeior of Cathay 
sent for it, and the leason why he did not send for it, was 
this. 

The emperor of Cathay died, leaving three sons, to whom 
he bequeathed his territories. The eldest son wished to take 
the shares of the other two. He killed the youngest, but the 
middle one fought with the eldest, and defeated him, and he, 
from despaii at the consequences which he dreaded would 
follow his treatment of his youngest brother, set fire to his 
palace, and perished with many of his followers. The mid- 
dle brother, therefore, reigned alone . 1 As soon as he was 

1 Ohoo-yuen-chong, the founder of the Ming Dynasty, was the son of 
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quietly established. in his own empiic, he sent these ambassa- 
dois to Timour Beg, to demand the tubule winch was for- 
mally paid to his fathci, but we did not heai whethci he 
lesentcd the answci which was given by Timoui 

Fiom Samaicandto the chief city of the empne of Cathay, 
called Cambalu, is a journey of six months , 1 two of which 
aie passed in crossing an uninhabited laud, never visited by 
any one but shepheids, who wandei with their flocks, in 
seaich of past me. In this veai as many as eight hundied 
camels, laden with mci chan dize, came fiom Cambalu to this 
city of Samaicand, in the month of June When Timoui 
Beg heard what the ambassador fiom Cathay had demanded, 
lie oidcied these camels to be detained, and we saw the men 
who came with the camels. They iclatcd wonderful things, 
concerning the great power of the loid of Cathay: we 
especially spoke to one of these men, who had been six 

a common labourer, and served during his youth as scullion m a temple 
He lose from a soldier to the command of a band of lobbers, and thence 
to bo the conqucior of piovmccs, and founder of a Dynasty. He iliovo 
the Mongols out of China, and in 130S, having evpelled tho Yuen 
Dynasty of tho lineage of Zengis Khan, he became emperor of China, 
and is known m histoiy as Hung-woo. lie restored tranquillity to China, 
and drove tho Mongols mto thou native deserts 

In 1399 Hung-woo was succeeded by las grandson Keen-wan, much 
against tho wishes of his sons* This pnneo disgraced all lus uncles but 
one, the prince of Yen, who advanced with a laigo army to avongo his 
biothors. lie captured Kankm, degraded the young emperor, and com- 
mitted many acts of cruelty. 

The new omporoi took the name of Yung-la m 1403, and transferred 
the capital from Kankm to Pekin, whence he earned his victorious arms 
far into tho deserts of Tartaiy, He died m 1425. This is the passage 
in Clnncso history, which is somewhat diflciently related m the text by 
the Spanish knight ; and it was after thoso victonos that Yung-la sent 
his insolent message to Timoui. It would have been answered by the 
invasion of China, had not death cut short the career of the mighty 
conquoror. 

1 The town of Yarkand, on the extreme 'Western frontier of the 
Chinese dominions, is five months journey from Pekin, A telegraph, by 
means of beacons, can transmit a message m six days, and an extraordi- 
nary express can go over the distance m thuty-hve days 
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months in the city of Cambalu, winch he said was ncai the 
sea, and twenty limes as laigc as Tabiccz. The city of 
Cambalu is the laigest m the woild, because Tabieczis a 
good league m length, so that Cambalu must be twenty lea- 
gues in extent He also said that the loid of Cathay had so 
vast an aimy that, when he collected li oops to maich beyond 
his own teintoiy, not counting those who thus depaited with 
him, foui bundled thousand cavaliy and more wcic left to 
guaid the land , he added that it was the custom of tlnsloid 
of Cathay not to allow any man to mount a horse, unless he 
had a thousand followeis ; and he told many otlicis wonders, 
concerning this city of Cambalu, and the laud of Cathay. 

This empcioi of Cathay used to be a gentile, hut he was 
comeitcdto the faith of the Clmstians. 1 

While the ambas&adois weic m Samaicand, the seven 
yeais were completed, dunng which Timoui Beg had sworn 
he would not enter the castle containing his tieasurc. lie 
went to it, with much pomp and festivity, and all the aims 
which the captives had made since he depaited, were earned 
before him, amongst which wcic thice thousand pairs of bioast- 
platcs, adorned with red cloth, well made, except that they 
aie not stiong,and that these people do not understand how to 
tempei the iron. They also can ied a gxeafc number of helmets; 
and on that day the lord divided the bxcastplatcs and helmets 
amongst his knights, and other followeis. The helmets arc 
lound and high, and in fiont a plate, two fingers bioad, des- 
cends as fax down as the chin, which can be moved up and 
down, and is intended to pi otcct the face from a sword cut. 
The breast plates arc made like ours, except that long skirts 
of cloth hang from them, like shirts, 

Fifteen days journey fiom the city of Samarcand, m the 
direction of China, there is a land inhabited by Amazons, and 

* Yung-la is said to have promoted literature, and continued the 
universal toleration granted by Ins father Huug-woo, but Ins chnstianity 
may be doubted. 
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to tins day they continue the custom of having no men with 
them, except at one tune of the yeai , when they aic pei- 
mittecl, by then leaders, to go with then daughters to the 
ncaiest settlements, and ha\o communication with men, each 
taking the one who pleases hei most, with whom they live, 
and eat, and drink, aft 01 which they return to then own hind. 
If they bung fozth daughters aftoiwaids, they keep them; 
but they send the sons to then iatheis Those women aie 
subject to Timour Dog , they used to be undei the cmpoioi of 
Cathay, and they aie Cluistiaus of the Gieek Cliuicli. They 
are of the lineage of the Amazons who wcie at Tioy, when 
it was destroyed by the Giecks 

The city of Samarcand is supplied with judges, and justice 
is maintained ; for the people do not use foice against each 
other, but lefcr their quancls to the decision of the lord* 
Timour Beg always has judges with him, who administer 
justice m the following manner * — somo of them judge the 
gicat quancls which occui amongst these people, whilst otheis 
look after questions connected with the revenue of the loid. 
Throe tents are pitched, at the com t, where they hear the eases 
that are brought before them, and afterwaids report them to 
the lord When they Older any letter to bo written, their 
scribes picscntly wnte it m few woids, and enter it in their 
registers, which they keep by them. They then dclxvci it to 
the judge, who puts four silver seals on it, with another seal 
of the loid in the middle, bearing an inscription which 
means “ the truth ”, and having three marks upon it, like 
this, — ° c p. Thus each judge has his cleik, and his legistei. 
When a letter bearing this seal reaches a Mceiza,the orders 
it contains are complied with on that day, and that hour* 
Now that I have written concerning the city of Samar- 
cand, and of what happened to the ambassadors in it, I will 
relate, in this place, how Timoux Beg conquered and de- 
stroyed Tokatmish, formerly emperor of Tartary, a powerful 
and valiant man, and a greater sovereign than the Turk 
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himself. It is about eleven yeais since this cmpeioi of 
Taitaiy, Tokatmish, being a gieat lord, and having a huge 
aimy, sallied foith fiom Taitaiy with a powciful host, in- 
vaded Peisia, and cnteied the province of Tabicez, devas- 
tating the land, and pillaging the towns and villages . 1 After 
he had committed this liavock in the temitoiy of Timour 
Beg, he icturned into Taitary. This aggression came to the 
knowledge of Timour Beg, so he inarched aftci the invader, 
with a smaller foicc, and ovei took him on the banks of a gi cat 
iivci called Tcsma, which is ncai Taitary. Timour Beg 
marched, as fast he could, to secure a pass over the liver, 
for in that pait of the countiy there was no ford, except the 
one which Timoux was intent upon i caching. When lie 
amved, the cmpeioi Tokatmi&k had alieady ciossed the 
river ; and, as he knew that Timoui Beg followed him, he 
turned round to defend the ford, and banicadcd it with wood. 

When Timour Beg leached the nvei, and found that 
Tokatmish guaided the ford, he sent to say that he did not 
come to fight, but that he was his friend. Notwithstanding this, 
the emperor continued to guard the ford ; and next day Timoui 
Beg maichcd up the liver, Tokatmish keeping abicast of 
him, on the opposite side, and when Timour Beg halted 
on one side, Tokatmish encamped opposite. In this way they 
went on for thiee days, and on the third night Timour Beg 
ordei ed the women to put helmets on their heads, that they 
might look like men ; and all the men rode on, with two 
horses a piece, leaving the loyal encampment, the women who 
looked like men, the servants, and the prison eis. Timour then 
returned to the ford, and ciossed the river. At midnight ho 
fell upon the Tartar camp, routed the army, took all the spoils, 
and Tokatmish escaped by flight. This was a famous deed ; 
for Tokatmish had a great aimy, and it was said to be one 
of the greatest victoiics of Timour Beg, for Tokatmish was 
more powerful than the Tuik. 

1 In 1305. 
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Notwithstanding this disastei, Tokatmish assembled au- 
othci army, but Timoui Beg again defeated him, and he fled. 
Upon this the Taitars weic dislicaitened, and they said that 
tlieii loid had no luck, and thcie was discoid amongst them. 
A knight, who was a seivant of Tiniour Beg, named Ediguy, 
hearing that thcie was discoid amongst the Taitais, pioposed 
to fight against his mastei, and they chose him for tlieii loid, 
so he lebelled against Timoui Beg. Now this new loid of 
Taitaiy is a \ciy powerful man, and there is much enmity 
between him and Timoui Beg. The loid once matched 
against him, but Ediguy jeticatcd; and this Ediguy has a 
hoide of moie than two hundred thousand cavaliy. 1 

Tokatmish and Timour Beg thenbecame friends, and worked 
together to entrap this Ediguy, to whom Timoui Beg sent 
a message, saying that he loved him and pardoned him, and 
proposed that he should give one of his daughteis m mamage 
to one of Timoui % giandsons. The said Ediguy answered 
that he had lived with Timour foi twenty years, and that he 
knew him well, and all his tiicks, so that he could not 
deceive him ; and that if they were to be friends, they must 
be friends with swoids m their hands. 

Tho empeior Tokatmish had a son who was also driven out 
of the land of Taitaiy by Ediguy ; and Tokatmish fled to a 
land, boidenng on Samarcand, and his son to CaflPa, a city of 
the Genoese. Ediguy marched against CafFa, and did much 
damage to the surrounding country, so the people of the city 
made peace with him, and the son of Tokatmish fled to the 
couit of Timoui Beg Tokatmish, and his sons, aie now 
alive, and friends of Timour Beg Ediguy converts some of 
the Tartais to the faith of Mohammed eveiy day, for, a short 
time ago, they wcie not good believers in that faith. 

The lord arranges the host which follows him every day, 
in this manner. He divides it into captaincies, and has 
captains over a hundred men, others ovei a thousand, others 

1 Kaverchik or Oomtcliak Oglou, seems to have succeeded Tokatmish. 
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over ten thousand* and one over all* as constable : and when 
a foice is oideied to maich to any place, the oideis are given 
thiough these captains . 1 The piesent captain gcneial is 
called Janza Meciza* and he was one of those who assisted 
Timoui Beg* at the death of the late empeioi of Samaicand ; 
for which he has leccivcd much land* and much favoui, and 
been made a gieat loid. Timoui Beg also gives his knights 
cliaige ovei the hoises and sheep* some a thousand, othexs 
ten thousand; and if they do not pioduce them, when they 
are called for* or if any are wanting, they receive no othci 
pay than the scizuic of all they possess. 

1 When ten soldiers, men of proof* were collected together, I 01 darned 
that one distinguished for -\aloui should, with the consent of the ic- 
maimng nmc, be coramandei ovei them, and bo called Gun-lathee 
'When ton Oun-bashees wore assembled one of them was lcadei, called 
Euz-baskee When ten Euz-bashees *ncio collected togethei, an officei of 
ovilted lineage, bon of a chief, of appiovod valour and knowledge* took 
the command, called Ming-bashee. — Tiinow Institutes, 
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Now that I have 3 elated the transactions which you have 
heard, I will write an account of the icturn of the ambassa- 
dors, and of what befell them on the road. They weie ac- 
companied by the ambassador from the Sultan of Babylon, 
and another knight who was brother to a great lord of Tur- 
key, named Alaman Oglan, another from Sebastc, anothei 
from the city of Altologo, and another from the city which if 
called Palatia, and they all departed in company. 

On Friday, which was the 21st of November, the ambassa- 
dors departed from Samaicand, and travelled along a level 
load, through a well peopled country, foi six days, and they 
weie supplied with all they required, as well lodging af 
food. 

On Thursday, the 27th of November, they arrived at a 
great city called Boyar, which is in a gieat plain, and is sur- 
rounded by a wall of earth, at one end of which there is a 
castle, also built of earth, foi in that land there are no stones 
for building a wall ; and a river flowed close by the castle. 
In this city there was a quarter in which there were great 
edifices, and the place is well supplied with bread, meat, and 
wine, and there is much trade* The ambassadors were well 
supplied with horses, and all that they requiied. I will not 
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wiite at any length, lespecting the events of this journey, 
because I have alicady wntten at large on the subject. They 
lemamecl seven days m this city, and much snow fell, while 
they weie tlieie. 

On Friday, the 5tli of Dcccmbei,thc anibassadois departed, 
and travelled for three days ovei plains covcied tVith many 
populous villages, when they icachcd the gicat livci of 
Biamo, 1 which I have already described. At a village near 
the banks they collected provisions of meat and bailey, as 
they had to cross a dcseit which would take six days ; and 
they remained m this village for two days. 

On Wednesday, the 10th of Dccembei, they crossed the 
great livci of Biamo in boats. On the banks thcie weie 
great plains of sand, and the sand was moved fiotn one pait 
to another, by the wind, and thiown up m mounds. In this 
sandy waste there are great valleys and hills, and the wind 
blew the sand away from one hill to anothei, for it was vciy 
light; and on the ground, where the wind had blown away 
the sand, the marks of waves were left : and men 
could not keep their eyes on this sand, when the sun was 
shining. This road cannot be travelled ovei, without a 
guide who knows the maiks and signs of the desert, and these 
guides are called Anohies , and the ambassadors had one of 
these guides. On this load theie is no water, except a few 
wells sunk in the sand, with vaulted roofs, and sunounded 
by buck walls, for if they weie not covered, the sand would 
fill them up. The water of these wells is either lain oi snow 
water ; and in the last day’s journey, they found no water, 
and they travelled all night ; but at the houi of mass they 
came to a well, and diank, and gave water to their beasts, 
and they all had much need of it. 

On Sunday, the 34th of Dccembei, they reached a village, 
and stayed there until Wednesday, when they cnteicd a 
desert, which was of great extent, being six days journey 
1 Amou or Oxus. He calls it Viadme in another place. 
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acto^, but Ihmiin mine watei than the fust. Along the 
load their weic low slnubs 1 growing m a sandy ^oil, and it 
was \<*iy hot The throe last journeys over this decent woio 
very long, im they Unveiled day and night, and only stopped 
to teed the men and horses On Sunday, the 21*1 of Decoin- 
bei, they aim til at a great city called llaubailcl, belonging 
to the go\ei ament ot Khmasvm, which is at the fool of snow 
peaked mountains, and is a \eiy cold place, and the c ity was 
xii a plain, and had no wall, lleic they gave the amhassadms 
hows and food, and all that they lequned; and they 
remained until Wednesday 

On Thursday, the 23th of Deeembei , being ( inistmas day, 
whuh ended the year of oui Loid 1403, they departed, ami 
travelled over high snowy mountains for five days, and the 
land was thinly inhabited, and veiy cold. 

On Thumlav, the 1st of January, they came to a^eiy Uigc 
city, which was on a plain bej ond these mountains, and w’as 
called Cuhm, and it had no wall. They unnamed here 
until Saturday, and this city is in the land of Media. 

On Satuidaj, the tfid of January, they departed, and 
travelled over plains, in a hot country, w ilhout any ice or 
snow. On Monday, they came to a city called Jagaro, without 
any wall, and they were now on the same road that they had 
travelled o\er in coming 

On Wednesday, they again sot out, and travelled over 
plains, without coming to any habitation during tire whole 
day. and they passed the night in a large building, near a 
ruined castle, and the building was also deserted. 

On Thursday, they departed, and travelled the whole day 
without seeing any inhabited place ; but in the evening they 
came to a village ; and the road, during the last two days, 
had Unversed a hilly country, without snow, and very hot. 

On Friday they travelled all day, without seeing any 
habitation ; but on Saturday, at the hour of vcspeis, they 
1 Camel thorn 
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came to a laige city called Bostan. On Monday, they 
ariived at Damghan, and when they weie about a league 
fiom that city, a strong cold wind sprung up, the day being 
cleai, and the cold was so gieat, that it was veiy wondciful 
how the men and beasts could cnduic it. When they came 
to the city, they mquiied concerning that strong wind ,* and 
they were told that m a hill above the city, there was a 
fountain, and that when any duty thing fell into it, a fierce 
wind rose up, which did not cease until it was clean again. 
The following day some men weie sent with staves and 
hooks to clean the fountain, upon which the wind went down. 
The ambassadors rested for two days. 

On Wednesday, the 15th of January, they depaited, 
and left the load to the castle of rercscole, by which they 
had come, because it went over snowy mountains. They 
took the left hand road, and tiavelled over a plain. In the 
night they slept at a large deserted building, and, travelling 
for two days without coming to any inhabited place, they 
reached a gieat city called Conan, 1 on Saturday, at the hour 
of vespers. Here the land of Media ended, and Persia 
commenced. 

This city is in a plain, at the foot of some high mountains. 
It is very populous, and has no wall. On Tuesday, they 
came to a small castle, and there was much snow on the 
road. They then tiavelled ovei hills, where there arc many 
spiings of brackish water ; and on Fiiday, the 23id of 
Januaiy, they came to a great city called Yatami, wliich was 
nearly depopulated, and without any wall, and they call 
this land, the land of Roi. In this land there was a great 
Mcerza, who was son-in-law to Timour Beg, having married 
his daughtei. He was with another great knight named 

1 Semnoon, the first town m Khorassan, coming from Teheran. Close 
round the walls there is a little cultivation, but the rest of tho plain is 
brown and desolate up to the feet of the mountains, which frown m 
gloomy grandeur around it. It is a wretched poverty stricken place.—* 
Fntscr; Ferier. 
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Baxam Beg, and the son-in-law of Timoui Beg was named 
Cumalexa Mcciza These weir the people who took charge 
of the sci v ants of the ambassadois, when they wcic sick, and 
they found them all theie, except two who had died. Those 
who survived had been kindly tieated by these loids, who 
always piovidcd them with w hat they wanted. On Monday 
the ambassadors dmed with the son-in-law of the loid, who 
gave them fresh hoiscs, and on Tuesday they depaitcd. 

On Thuisday, the &>th of Januaiy, they came to a city 
called Xahaiica, and here they again joined the load which 
they had tiavellcd ovei in coming. Fiom Fnday to Monday 
they lode on, and found much snow on the load; and on 
Tuesday, the 3id of Fcbzuaiy, they reached a great city 
called Casmonil, 1 and most of it was in ruins ; hut it was 
onec the' largest city m those countiies, except Tabrecz and 
Samaicand. In this city we found much snow, so that we 
could not walk m the streets, and the snow that fell on the 
roofs of the houses was pushed off that it might not destroy 
them, and we could not leave this city, on account of the 
quantity of snow on the roads* The ambassadors were here 
supplied with food, and all that they required. On Satur- 
day, thoy departed, and thiity men went before them, on 
foot, with poles in their hands, to open the road ; and when 
they reached a village, these men returned, and others took 
their places. The snow* was such that the ground was 
covered with it to a great depth, and no land could be seen. 
Both men and beasts were unable to see out of their eyes, 
on account of the snow; and when they appi cached a city 
or village, they could not see it for the quantity of snow, 
and in this way they arrived at the city of Sultanieh. 

They reached Sultanieh on Friday, the 13th of February, 
and remained there until the following Saturday ; but I will 
say no more concerning this city, because I have already 
described it, when the ambassadors passed through it 

1 Kazivooiil 
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bcfoic ; only that it is one of the laigesl and most noble 
cities of Pcibia, and that it has a beautiful castle, but no 
•wall. They weie eight days in this city, because they woie 
forced to go and visit a giandson of the loid Tnnoui Beg, 
named Omar Meerza, who was loid of Peisia and othei 
countries, and was wmlenng with Ins host m the plain which 
they call Kaiabagh. The most duect load to go tlicie was 
by this city of Sultameh, but as tlieic was much snow on a 
lange of mountains which they would have to cioss, they 
waited until it became passable. Finally they weic ad\ised 
to go on to the city of Tabreez, whence they might moic 
easily icach Karabagh, and they decided upon doing so. 

On Satuiday, the Slst of Fclnuaiy, they left Sultameh, 
and slept in a city called Sanga, 1 which they had passed 
through m coming; and on Sunday they slept in a gicat 
building near the road. On Tuesday they passed the night 
at a village called Miana, and on Wednesday they came to a 
village called Tunglar. 

On Satuiday, the last day of February, they arrived at 
the city of Tabreez, where they were lodged m the houses 
of Armenian Chiistians, and supplied with much food. On 
the 3rd of March, the ambassadors were presented with 
hoises, and were told that Omar Meciza was at Karabagh, 
where he had wintered with his host. Karabagh consists of 
flat plains, with much pasture ; and it is a very hot country, 
and if the snow ever falls it melts dnectly, and foi this 
reason the lord of Persia goes eveiy year to winter there. 

On Thuisday, the 5th of Maich, the ambassadors de- 
parted from the city of Tabieez, in company with the am- 
bassadors from the Sultan of Babylon and from Tuikey, to 
visit Omai Meerza on the plains of Karabagh. They were 
attended by the guide who had brought them from Samar- 
cand, and had supplied them with all that they required, 
and they call these guides, Xagave. The ambassadors weic 

1 Zonjan. 



THE RETURN OF THE AMD VSS VDORS. 


185 


accompanied by a few men, but tlicy left the rest of their 
ictmuc at Tabiecz, as they wcie going to ictuin tlnthci. 
When they were two days journey from Tabiccz, they met 
a messenger fiom Omai Mcciza, who said that the loid 
debited they would ictuin to Tabrcez, and lemain there 
until lie should send for them They thciefoio letumed, 
and lcmaincd 111 that city until the 18tli of Maich. 

On Thursday, the 19th of Match, they departed fiom 
Tabiecz, and, passing a high lull ncai the city, entered a 
well-peopled valley, full of villages, gardens, and vine} aids 
The country was \eiy hot, and veiy beautiful, and abounded 
iu Auit , and a gieat xivei flowed through the centre of tine 
valley. They travelled through this valley, amongst gaidons 
and villages, foi foui days, at the end of which time they 
l cached a gieat plain, also covered with villages, and on this 
plain much lice and millet was sown, and this countiy sup- 
plies many othei lands with nee. They do not laise any 
wheat or barley, but theie is so much lice, that they give it 
to the hoiscs. On this plain many tiihes were encamped, 
with, their tents and flocks, which belonged to the host oi 
the lord. 

On Wednesday, the 25th of Maich, the said ambassadors, 
being now about ten or twelve leagues fiom the lord’s 
encampment, met some men who said that there was a great 
tumult m the camp, and that they had bettex return. They 
inqniicd what was the cause of the tumult, and the men 
replied that Janza Mcerza wished to kill Omai Mcerza, but 
that the attendants and troops had seized him, and that the 
lord had oidcred his head to be cut off. The people oi 
Janza Meciza weie, theiefore, fighting with those of the 
loid, and men had been killed on both sides. The lord was 
about to cross ovor to the other side of the river, and break 
down the bridge; but the men knew no more, except thal 
there was great confusion m the camp. The ambassador* 
consulted togethei , and determined to proceed. 


21 
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On Thuisday, the 26 th of March, they reached the horde 
where the loid was, and dismounted, waiting to be sent foi 
Theic was gicat confusion in the lioido, and oveiy one was 
duvmg the flocks together. Aftci waiting some time, a 
Zagatav came to them, and said that the loid u as much 
engaged, and could not see them, and that they must ictuni 
to Tabieez, and wait tlicic foi his commands. 

This loid was encamped, with Ins host, on a plain near 
the banks of a uvei, and he had with him about foil} thou- 
sand cavahy, but the whole of his army was not united, some 
divisions being detached m other places. As Timour Beg 
was accustomed to winter in these plains of Ivarabagh, lie 
oideicd a city to be built thcic, winch contained twenty 
thousand houses and moie. 

This Janza Meeiza, whose head Omai Meeiza had just 
cut off, was the son of a sister of Timour Beg, and was the 
most valiant man of the family, and wab the loid of much 
land, having a laige aimy, which always maiched with him. 
"When Timour Beg made his giandson Omai Meeiza loid of 
Persia, he appointed Janza Mcerza to accompany him and 
regulate his household. The reasons why Janza Mcerza was 
put to death, arc related in two ways Some say that it rose 
from jealousy, because Omar Meeiza feared that, on the 
death of Timour Beg, Janza would use against him with all 
his tioops, and with all the Zagatays of Ins grandfathci, who 
loved him very much; others say that, as soon as he hoard 
of the death of Timour Beg, Janza aimed himself, and some 
of Ins followers, and went to a tent, where the council used 
to meet. Here he met a Mollah, who was intimate with 
Omar Meerza. Janza had evil designs on a woman, whom 
Omar Meerza refused to give him m marriage, and he had 
given hoi to this Mollah ; so Janza killed the Mollah, and 
then went to the lent of Omar Mcerza, with hie sword 
drawn, and followed by his men. When the guards saw 
this, they also went to the tent, and a rumour went through 
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tilt' camp tluit Ediguv, the empoioi of T\utaiy,had attacked 
it, and that Jaiiza, m the confiwou, had gone to the' tent oi 
tlio loul to kill him The hoops lan to tlio tent, and a gient 
knight lode up to Ja»»/a Moerza, and as»ked him wliat lie 
was. doing Janza answcied that Omai Mceiza need have 
no loai , lbi that he was only doing this, to kill his enemy the 
Mollali. Tlio knight found Omai in a state of gieatfeai, 
with few t loops, and he said to lnm , — “ My loul, have no 
fear, foi if it is your wish, I will kill tins Janza Mcciza’k and 
lie attacked him, and cut oiflns head. 

When Janza was killed all his follow cis fled, and Omai 
Monza oidcied the head ol Jan/a to he taken to Ins father 
Milan Mcoiza, and to his hxothci Abubekei Meciza, who 
were in Baldat, with. a message that he had sent them the 
head of Ins enemy,* and that, as his giandfathci was now 
dead, they should come to see him, and unite their forces on 
the plains of luan, near Tabieez, whole he and his nobles 
would acknowledge Milan Meciza as their loid, accoiding 
to light and justice. 

Aftei the death of Timour Beg, 1 who expned in the city 
of Samaicand, the Mccrzas and confidential fiiends of the 
late loul concealed his death, until they could secure the 
iroasuie ; hut they could not keep it so close, but that some 
of the kmglits and followeis knew it. There was present in 
the city of Samaicand, on the death of Txmoui Beg, one oi 
his grandsons, a son of Milan Meerza, named Khulecl 
Sultan y who, as soon as he hoard of the death of his grand- 

1 In Febinaiy 1405. 

3 Khuleel Sultan was crowned at Samarcand in March 1405 He was 
the slave of a passion for Shad Mulk, a depraved intriguing woman, 
In a short time ho dissipated all the imperial treasury amongst the 
basest profligates, and the Amoois were disgusted “with his govern- 
ment. Finally he was sent a pnsoner to Kashgar, and his beloved Shad 
Mulk was led in chains through Samarcand. Shah Rokh, the son oJ 
Thnour, and ruler of Khorassan, was then called to the head of affairs al 
Samarcand, in 1408. He genciously liberated Khulcel Sultan, lestorec 
his love to his arms, and sent him into Khorassan. Tho Ioyots wen 
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father* collected as many fi lends and followers as he could* 
and went to the three Mceizas who held the palace andtica- 
suie of the loid in then possession lie killed one of the 
thiee, named Botudo Mceiza* a son of that Janza who had 
been beheaded by Omar Meeiza, and the other two fled to 
the land of Khoiassan* which was ruled by a son of Timour 
Beg* named Shah Kokh* who lived in a gieat city called 
Herat. 

When Khuleel Sultan had killed his giandfathci’s 
intimate fiiend* he went to the castle* and got possession of 
the trcasuie and the city. He then caused the body of his 
giandfather to be buned* and sent a message to Ins father* 
Muan Meerza* asking him to come to Samar cand and take 
charge of the treasure* and he declaied that he should he loul* 
as his father had been All the Zagatays* lie added* would 
join him* if he possessed that gieat ticasuic , but otheis said 
that Gansada, the wife of Milan Meerza* who had relumed 
to Timour Beg* would pi event this* as she was the mother 
of Khuleel Sultan* and was with her son at Samar cand. 

This Khuleel Sultan is a youth* of twenty-two year’s of age* 
and he is fair* and stout m his person* like his father. He 
was veiy hospitable to the ambassadors when they were in 
Samarcand, 

It had been twice before reported that Timour Beg was 
dead* to see who would lebel; and he had piesently fallen 
upon those who rebelled* and crushed them ; so that men 
would not now believe that he was dead, and afterwards 
news came to Tabreez* whcic the ambassadors then weie, 
that he was alive* and marching with his army against the 
Sultan of Babylon. 

Mir an Meerza* as soon as he knew for certain that Timour 
Beg was dead* and had seen the head of Janza Meerza* 
which his son had sent him* loft the city of Baldan* with 

burred in one grave* in 1409, Shad Mulk haying stabbed herself over the 
body of her husband. 
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his son Almbekci Meeiza. lie know that his son Omai 
Meciza had collected a laige foice, and had sent to the 
cities of Tabiccz and Sultanioh, to piepaic foi his aiuval. 
When the father heaid this, lie became jealous of lus son. 
and would not join him. But when lus othci son Abubckci 
heaid it, he said to his fathci that he would go to his bi other, 
seize upon him, and biing lum bcfoie Mu an Meeiza, but his 
fatliei would not consent to this 

Abubekei Meciza and Oinar Meeiza weie own Mothers, 
and then mother went to Omar, and said, ee My son 1 thy 
fathci ought to he loid, and cveiy one wishes it, yet you 
hmdei it.” He answexed, “ God foibid * I am leady to obey 
las outers.” The mother then relumed to her husband, and 
told him what had happened, and Miran Meerza detennined 
to send his other son, that both brotheis might anange how 
to sccuic the sovcicignty to their father. As soon as Omar 
Meciza knew that his brother was approaching, he came out 
of the tent, took his hand, and led him m ; but when he was 
inside, he oidered him to be sccuied ; and about five hun- 
died followci s, who attended him, fled back to his father. 

lie sent his brother in chains to the castle of Sultanich, 
and then marched against his father, to take him also, but 
he fled to the land of Eci, where Culemax Meerza, his 
bi other-in-law, and other Zagatay knights, were assem- 
bled. 

The mother of Omar Meerza and Abubeker Meerza, when 
she knew that the one had imprisoned the other, went to 
Omar Meeiza, rending her clothes and weeping, and said, 
“ I bore you, my son I and now you wish to kill your bi other, 
knowing that he is your own brother, and that he is well 
beloved by all men.” He answered that he had only im- 
prisoned his brother, because he was mad and insolent, 
and that he only desired that his father should he lord. 

After he had taken hxs brother prisoner, he found that he 
was beloved by the Zogatays ; but ho still endeavoured to 
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secure his fatlici, and maiclied aftei him, on the road to 
Samarcand. "When he could not captiuc him, he pioposcd 
to his uncle, Shah Rokli, to divide the sovcicignty between 
them. When Milan Meeiza heard that this agreement had 
been made, he stayed m Khorassan, At this time Omar 
Meeiza sent a lcttei to the ambassadors, who weic in the city 
of Tabicez, saying that they should not be impatient, 
because they wcie not dismissed, for that they would very 
shoitly be sent away 

On Tuesday, the 29th of April, being the day of St 
Petei Martyr, the ambassadors being in then lodging, an 
officer of the city came to them, with a scubc and many 
othei followers, and said that the lord had oideied that they 
should give up evciy thing they possessed. The ambassadors 
answered that they were in the lord’s power, but that the king 
thcii lord bad sent them to visit Timour Beg as blends, and 
that as that great lord was dead, they could do as they pleased. 
The officer leplied that the lord did not wish to do them any 
harm. He did not, however, intend to act as he spoke, but 
in quite an opposite way. He took away ever} thing they 
had, as well money as horses, clothes, and saddles, leaving 
them only the clothes which they had on ; and placed them 
in another house, under a guard. The same was done to 
the other ambassadors, who were lobbed of all their pro- 
perty. 

After twenty days, Omar Mccrza sent to say that they 
must not be annoyed at what had been done, as he should 
be delighted to please them, and that they must conic to a 
place near Tabrecz, called A&sarec, where he would be 
encamped, and that he would dismiss them. But this was 
not the truth, as he had not caught his father yet, and the 
Zagatays could not ascertain whore his army was ; for these 
people are deceitful, and never tell the truth. Thus the 
ambassadors had to wait until the lord Omar Mccrza should 
arrivo at Assaiac. 
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At tins turn 1 tlio Ling of Gemgia lebollcd, and ontoicd 
the land of Amman and ol Asseion , 1 m Aimema, maich- 
ing tow aids tin ci(v of 'fain coz, and burning the villages, 
causing gicat tenor amongst the people, The loid sent 
one of lus L nights, named Omar Tobdix, with six thousand 
ciualiy, to this fiontiei, and (mined the people of IVbiecas 
to join him, who made up a body ot fifteen thousand cavaliv 
They maiched out of Tabieez, and took up a position on the 
plains of A la toa The king, when he knew tins, attacked 
them in the night, and defeated them with gicat slaughter, 
and those who escaped, fled to Tabicez The noise and 
tenoi amongst the Moois ol that eity wei e gieat, and they 
wore ashamed that the Kafirs should have conquered the 
Mussulmans, fox they call the Cluistians by the name of 
Kafhs, meaning a people without laws, and Mussulman 
means those of the chosen and good law. Otheis said that 
this would not ha\c happened if then loid had any luck, 
but that the foitunate Tuuour Beg was now dead. 

When Omai Mceiza was unable to captiue his fathci, he 
returned to the city of Sultanich, wheie he kept liis brother 
in prison, and ordered him to be poisoned ; and lie then 
started for Assaicc, to collect his army, and dismiss the am- 
bassadors Wlnlo he was on the load, the news arrived that 
his brolhci Abubekci had escaped from prison, killed the 
guards, and robbed the treasury ; so he returned towards 
Sullameh, and sent a troop in chase of his brother, which 
could not overtake him. 

Omar Meciza had left orders that his brothei should be 
poisoned ; but some of his men knew of it, and told Abu* 
belter Meciza, and airangcd to assist him in escaping. They 
settled that his horses and arms should be got ready, and 
that they should give him a sword, so that when his gaolor 
entcicd, he might kill lnm, when they would come quickly 
to aid in his escape from his prison ; and this was done : for 

1 Erzoioum, 
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the next day m the morning, the knight who guaidcd him 
entcicd his puson, with tlnee othei men, and said: Sue, 
youi bi othei lias sent me to say that lie wishes us to take 
you from this place, and gi\e you plenty of money, and 
other things which may please you ; and, on account of this 
news, I beg you will dunk wine with me.” He biought 
this wine with him, and in it theie was the poison which 
was to kill Abubckei, and their custom is to dunk wme 
befoie they eat. The knight went down on his knees, and, 
oiTenng the cup of wme, asked Abubckei to dunk , but he 
excused himself, and then seized the swoid, and gave the 
knight a cut on the head, which killed him. The thiec 
othei s who wcie with him lan out, and alauncd the people 
in the castle, but Abubekoi’s folio wcis came in and cut his 
fctteis, which weie of silver ; so he mounted his horse, and 
rode away with his followers to a place whcie the ducsweie 
collected, killing a tieasurei whom they found there. At 
this noise a number of people came to him, and demanded 
good boiscs, which they took fxom the merchants and other 
poople, and as many as five hundied horsemen wcie col- 
lected. So he 1 etui nod to the castle, and divided the tica- 
suie amongst them, giving to each as much as he could 
carry. He loaded a hundred camels with what remained, 
and went in search of his father. 

When he found his father, lie told him that liis brother*, 
Shah Rokh, would not let him pass, on Ins way to Samai- 
cand ; but he inarched on that night, with his own followeis, 
and those of his father, and went to the place where his 
fathei’s brother was, seizing him, and bringing him before 
his father ; and many people joined him. Every day, also, 
the followeis of Omar Meeiza came over to him; so Omar 
made fi lends with his father, and Abubckcr and his father 
took the road towards Samarcand . 1 

1 In July, 1406, Sultan Ahmed, the Eolkhaneo of Irak, and Kara 
Yusuf, a Turkish chief, retook Bagdad, and also occupied Tabrooz, Omar 
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Omai Mm/a maulied with ln^ lw-»t to the plains of Vran 
' K leagues tioui Tabieez, He them sent to the cities o 
Tabu e/ ami Suliauieh, to vn that lie wished to malvO u leas 
in memoiv of liis giamllathei, lot winch pm pose they mus 
send theep, lueul, wine, and lioises, and fhieo thousanc 
lubes, which he wished to gi\e to his follow ei**. lie alsc 
oideied that, all the piopeity of the ambassadors should b< 
let m ned to them 

On Tluusday, the liJlh of August, Onnu Mceua sent tvn 
Zagatajs to the ambassadors, with a lettci 01 doling them t< 
conic and see him. On Ftulay they stalled, and slept m tin 
open air, and eatlj next mot mug they came to the cncanip 
ment of tlic lord at Vian, and pitched their tents near alittl 
biook. On Saturday the lord came out of his tent 
and. went to a great pavilion, whcie he received the ambassa 
dots well, and alleiwaids they were ordcicd to sit undei ai 
awning and cat. On Sunday, the ambassadois were conductcc 
to the pavilion, and men preached before the loid, m piaitv 
of Timour Beg The ambassadors gave him a piesenfc o 
cloth and silk, and a handsome awoid, which lie valued much 
The custom is that he ictuses to sec those who bung him n< 
present, and the fust tiling that the ambassadors wcie asked 
was whether they brought any piChcnt for the lord. Oi 
Tuesday, the 17th of August, he gave the ambassadois som< 
robes, and a guide to point out the road, but ho ordered th 
ambassadors from the Sultan of Babylon, and fxom Tuikey 

Meciza ictrcating heforo thorn Abuhekoi Meerza maiohed rapidl; 
iiorn Sulfcameh and retook Tabreez, Ahmed icti eating to Bagdad , bu 
in 1407 Ahubcker was sovei.il timos defeated on the Araxos, by th 
Toorkmans* Ho finally tied to Hultanioh, and collected a fresh army. 

In 1408 he marchod, with his fathoi Miran Meerza, towards Tabreea 
and attacked Kara Yusuf on the 22nd of April , hut Miran was Icille 
m the battle, Abubckcr’s wives wore captured, and he himself flee 
Kaia Yusuf was completely victorious, his con<iuoa£s including Azerbijai 
and Iiak. Abubcker fled to Kerman, and thence into Soisfcan ; but wa 
killed in a petty skirmish with the governor of Kerman, in Docembcj 
HOW 
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to be tin own into pnson. On Wednesday, tliey letumcd to 
Tabrccz, and piepaied foi thou journey 

On Fuday evening, the ainbassadois being leady to dcpait, 
the Daiogah came, with officeis and scribes, and many people 
aimed ‘with maces and staves , and said that they must bung 
out all the piopeity they had, as he -wished to see then things 
Tins was said with much noise and insolence, and he took 
ccilam satin cloths of Cathay, and a scailct lobe, and otlici 
things, which he said the loid had oideied him to take, as he 
had none in that land of such good quality, but they wcic 
paid fox, and when this was done, they dcpaited. The am- 
bassador then consulted with those of Tuikcy, who had been 
1 oleased, and they agreed to set out next day, foi they said 
that if they lcmained these lobbcncs might be xepeated 

On Satuiday, the 22nd of August, bcfoie dawn, the am- 
bassador, in company with those of Tuikcy, depaited fiom 
Tabiccz, aftei having been m that city for five months and 
twenty-two days ; and the Zagatay guide went with them. 
They soon oveitook a caravan of two hundied horses, laden 
with mcichandize, which was going to the city of Bouisa, m 
Tuikcy, and they travelled togcthei, for fear of robber 

On Monday, at dawn, they arrived at the city of Khoi, 
and heic the land of Persia ends, and Armenia commences. 
While they were at Khoi, they icccived news that a Toorkman 
knight, named Kara Toman, had i ebellcd, and was in the 
field with ten thousand cavalry, lobbing and plundei mg the 
people. He was formeily a vassal of Timour Beg, 1 Ho had 

1 Kara Yusuf, a Turkish chief of tho tribe of Kara Koyunlu (black 
sheep), afterwards defeated Mmm Moorza, and his son Abubekci, esta- 
blishing a dynasty m Arorbyan in 1408. In 14530 Sliah Rokh marched 
fiom Khorassan to avenge the death of his bi other Milan ; and m 
November of tho same year Kara Yusuf died at Tabroez. In 1421 Shah 
Rokh captured Tabroez and Envan,aud defeated the sons of Kara Yusuf 
near hake Van. In 1420 he again invaded Azorbijan, and defeated 
Iskander, the son of Kara Yusuf, with great slaughter. The historian, 
Ali of Yezd, was present at this battle. In 14V 7 Jehan Shah, anothor 
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inanlii’tl ai»«uns( the uty of Aismga, and foi tins icason the 
ambassadoih left the (Inert load, and took one on the left 
hand side. 

On Tuesday, at the hom of vc^peis, they left Ivhoi, and 
handled all night, and all W ednesday At noon they gave 
some bailey to the lioiscs, and went on, day and night. On 
f rhuisdav, at the lioui of vespcis, they reached a village in- 
habited by Aimcmans, w ltli a small castle, which was sub- 
ject to Omar AToeiza. Near this place tlieic is a race of 
Moois, called Turks, who rule the land, and live amongst 
the Armenians. The country abounded in In cad and wine. 
While they vcie lime, news came that Kaia Toman had 
left Arsmga, and was on their road, so they scuta mail ahead 
to find out if he was really there. On Fiiday, in the after- 
noon, tho man icturncd, and said that the load was safe ; so 
they depaitcd, and slept m a meadow, neai a village; and 
they passed many well peopled villages, with handsome 
chuichcs and cemeteries, with Luge stone ciosscs over the 
tombs. These ciosscs wcie as high as a man, and well 
made. They weie again told that Kara Toman was in the 
load before them, so they left it at noon, and took anolhei 
moic to the left ; but the more they went to the left hand, 
the moic they went out of then way. They went on until 
Sunday, without coming to any habitation ; and it is to be 
remcmbeicd that the Chiistians lost Armenia, on account of 
the cjuaiiels of three bi others 

On Tuesday, the 1st of Septembei, they reached a great 
city nearly uninhabited, and with the wall m ruins, which 
had once been very bioad and high. Atone corner there 
was a castle, bleached in many places, with people living m 
it. This city was called Alc&quinar, and there were many 
groat edifices, and stieets of houses built of stone. The am-* 

son of Kara Yusuf, invaded Khorassan, and actually besieged Iloiat ; 
but m I486 the dynasty of tho black skeop was do&troycd by Uzun 
llassan, chief oJ: the Ak Koyunlu (white sheep). 



196 


THIS ItBTUllN OF TIIB IMU YftK VDOJIS. 


bassadois dmcd licic, and they wcie iufoimcd of the reason 
why this city Mas in nuns 

In tins land of Aimenia, thcic was once a gicai and 
poweiful Armenian king, and he died, lcanng three sons, 
who divided the land m this manner — the eldest took this 
city of Alesqumci, the second had the city of Aumian, 3 and 
the third had the city of Asscion,* and these aie the tlncc 
chief cities of Armenia* The eldest, seeing that lie Mas man- 
tel of the city of Alcsqumei, which was vciy stiong, wished 
to take the other cities fiom his biotheis, and they lose 
against each other, and made war. After the wai had con- 
tinued some time, they brought in stiangcis to assist. The 
lord of Asseion hi ought a lace of Moois called Tooilcmans, 
and the loid of Aumian did the same, and they maichcd 
against then eldest bi other. When he knew that his brotlicis 
wcie going to attack him with stiangc troops, he also sent 
foi strangeis to help him, and biought m a lace of Moors, 
who were his neighbours, called Tooiks. These made a 
pailey with the Tooikmans, who were with the younger bio- 
theis, and who gave up the city, mui dcung tlio elder hi other. 
They then killed the other biotheis, and took the cities of 
Aumian and Asseion, and then tcriitoncs Thus these cities, 
and all Anncnia, fell into the power of the Moois. When they 
destioyed this city they killed so many Armenian Christ- 
ians, that they have never inhabited it since. 

While they wcie here, the ambassadors had certain news 
that Kaia Toman, with his army, was on the road before 
them, so they detei mined to take the road of Aumian. Tins 
counsel was fortunate, and they piescntly dcpaitod, and 
travelled for foui days and nights through a dcscit countiy* 

On Satm day, the 5th of September , they reached the city 
of Aumian ; 3 and on Monday tlioy wont to a castle, to see 
the son of a great knight, who held that land for his father. 
Ho was a Zagatay, named Toladay Beg, and the loid Timour 
1 Kuvan * * EiszorounW A fiuvau i 
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Beg had gnon him that land when hr eonqueicd it They 
gaw him u lobe, foi Mich is the custom, and lu 1 told them 
that KaiaTonun v as m the land oi Ai ^mga, tluough m Inch 
they would lime to pas,, and that he \\ ab lobbing tlic people, 
but lie added, that foi the lionom of the king then loid, and 
1m the wnkc of Tnnour Beg, whom tliey had come to visit, 
he Mould guide them into a safe load, and he sent tlic ambas- 
sador fiom Tiuht y by nnothoi load 'l'lus castle of Amman 
w as \eiy stnmg, built on a high lock, and inside it v as sup- 
plied w ith w utei from n fountain, and it u as m ell pio\ isioned. 

On Tuesday, the 8th of September, they depaitod in com- 
pany uith a Zagatay, who umitwith them by older of tint; 
loid of Aumiau ; and they loft the load to Arsinga on the 
left hand side, and passed the night at a Milage belonging 
to the loid of Amman Next day they rose early, and 
travelled ovei a very high mountain, and when they were 
on the othci side, they found a castle called Tarcon, on 
a high rock. It had been taken by Timour Bog, and 
paid him tubutc, and it is m the land of Georgia. They 
slept in a village about a league furthei on, and travelled 
through thebo mountains for two more days. 

On Fiiday, the 12th of September, they reached a castle 
called Yiccr, which belonged to a Moorish Mollah, and 
Mollah means ff doctor” oi ec learned man.” Tins Mollab 
received them with much honour, and they dined with him, 
All this country was lavagod by Kara Toman. The am- 
bassadois depaited, and the guide said that they must visii 
a lord, who was m a city called Aspir, for that he had lotteis 
fiom his lozd to him; and from Tarcon to this place, the 
road led over mountains. The lord of this land was named 
Piahacabea, and it is plentifully supplied with provisions 
though mountainous. 

On Saturday they went to see this lord, and gave him t 
robe, and dined with him, and he gave them a guide to take 
them to the tenitory of the emperor of Trebizond. Ox 
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Sunday they ascended a vciy high mountain, ■without trees, 
which was foui leagues in the ascent, and the load was so 
lugged that men and beasts went up it with gicat difficulty 
On this day they left the land of Gcoigia, and entcied the 
land of Anaquicl. The Geoigians aic fine handsome men, 
and then religion is the same as that of the Gieeks, but they 
have a diffcient language. 

On Monday they dined at a village in the land of Ana- 
quiel, and slept at anothei \illage, The 1 cason why this 
Mooi is loid of Aspcitenia and Airaquiel, is this. — the 
people of the country weie discontented with then loid, 
whose name was Anaquicl; and they went to the lord of 
Aspii, and offeied to give him the loidship, so they seized 
the loid of Anaquicl, and put a Mooi m lus place to mlc 
ovei the Clnistians. This land is vciy lugged and moun- 
tainous, and in it thcic aie difficult passes, m some places 
the road being continued by wooden budges, stretching 
fiom one rock to another. In most paits of the land beasts 
of burden cannot pass, and men cany the biudens on theii 
backs. There is little biead, and the ambassadors weic in 
gieat dangci in this land, as the Chnstian Anncnians aie an 
evil race, and would not let the ambassadors pass, until they 
had given up some of their property. 

They travelled for four days tin o ugh the mountains, and 
reached some houses ncai the sea, being six days journey 
from Ticbizond. 

It was a very bad road, until they came to a place called 
Lasurniena, and all this land of Ticbizond, near the sea, 
consists of very high mountains covered with fine trees, and 
there was a vine creeping up every tree. They make wine 
from these creepers. 

On Thursday, the 17th of September, they auived at 
Tiebizond, and found a ship about to sail for Pcra, laden 
with nuts ; but there was a foul wind, and she had put into 
a place called Platana, six miles from the city. The am- 
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luiss.ulois obtained all they lequued, and took a boat, m 
winch they went to tlie ship. The captain was a Genoese, 
named Nicolas C’ojan. They sailed, and weic twenty-five 
days m i caching Per a. 

On Thursday, the 22nd of October they amved at Pera 
in the night, and found two Genoese cai lacks, which had 
come fiom Cafia, and wcic going to Genoa The ambassa- 
dor sailed in one of them on the 4th of November, and 
KMclicd Gallipoli, where they took in a caigo of cotton, and 
then sailed to the island of Ohio. On Monday, the 17th of 
No\ ember, they sailed again, and passed the island of 
Sapionza, and the cope of St. Angelo On Monday, the last 
day of November, they amved at the island of Sicily, and 
anchoicd. 

On Wednesday, the 2nd of December, they sailed, and, 
after encountciing a great storm, came to the city of Gaeta, 
in the kingdom of Naples, and lcmamed thcie five days; 
when they sailed, but, meeting anothei great stoim, they 
again put into Gaeta. 

On Tuesday, the 22nd of December, they again set out, 
and, meeting another storm, wcie obliged to put into Corsica, 
where they passed their Christmas; and on the following 
Sunday they were off the poi t of Veane. On Sunday, the 3rd 
of Januaiy, they reached the port of Genoa ; and the coast, 
for six leagues before reaching the city, is lined with beauti- 
ful houses, and gardens, which is a very pleasant thing to 
see* The city is well peopled, and has beautiful houses, and 
on most of the houses there is a tower. The ambassadors 
went to Savona, where the Pope was. 

On Monday, the 1st of February, they sailed from Genoa, 
in a ship commanded by Mastci Bienboso Baibero, and they 
met with such violent stoims, and such bad weather, being 
worse than any they had encountered m all their voyages, 
that the voyage lasted from the 1st of Febinary, when they 
left Genoa, to Sunday, the 1st of March, when they landed 
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at San Lucai, and took the load to the city of Seville. Oil 
Monday , the 24th day ol March, m the ycai of om Loul 
1406, the ambassadois reached the coiut of then loul, the 
lung of Ca&tille, which they found m Alcala dc Hcnaics. 

Latts Deo 

End of the chiomclc of the gicat Tamcilanc, and of the 
itiner.uy of tlie voyage which the ambassadois made, 
who weic sent by the most sciene king Don 
Henry * with a i elation of the notable and 
inaivellous things which were met with 
in all the land of the East. Punted 
m Seville, m the house of 
Andica Piscioni, m the 
ycai 1582. 


THE ENT). 




